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Michigan Freedom Trail Commission Meeting Minutes 
  Zoom Conference Call 

  Friday, November 13, 2020 
 
Commission Members Attending via Zoom: Amanda Campbell, Angela Dillard, Roy 
Finkenbine, Michael Nassaney, Robin Peebles, Jason Young 
Commission Members Excused: Neil Barclay, Donna Odom, Deidra Mayweather, 
Vivian Ritter 
Staff: Sandra Clark, Rachel Clark, Tobi Voigt, Sheri Giffin 
 
Call to Order:  
Nassaney called the meeting to order at 11:07 a.m. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  
Finkenbine moved to approve the agenda; Dillard seconded the motion; and it was 
approved.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Finkenbine moved approval of the September 11, 2020, minutes as amended; 
Campbell seconded the motion, and the minutes were adopted.  

Old Business: 
 
2020 Heritage Gathering Conference Summary 
Giffin offered a summary page (attached) about the overall session.  
 
The commission noted the digital format produced a larger audience and concluded that 
a digital option should be part of the conference when we return to in-person events. 
Dillard reported that the University of Michigan is noticing session views increase over 
time as people view during a more convenient time. Nassaney suggested seeing if there 
is interest in sharing the sessions with other conferences.  
 
Online Programing 
The commission discussed the idea of online tours of Michigan Network to Freedom 
sites and other important stories of freedom seekers. Speakers, locations and video 
length would be based on specific media. Campbell and the Preservation and Support 
Committee will take the lead on the program with a proposal at the February meeting. 
 
New Business: 
Election of Officers 
Finkenbine proposed Campbell for Chair with Nassaney as Vice Chair. Young moved to 
nominate Campbell and Nassaney; Finkenbine seconded the motion. The motion 
carried. 
 
2021 Meeting Dates 
The commission approved the dates offered for 2021. 
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Signage Project  
Giffin explained shipping cost challenges and the need to reconnect with the locations. 
Creating generic signs with only the Freedom Trail logo would reduce the overall cost. 
In order to renew a relationship with the sites, the commission could send out a window 
cling version of the sign along with information on obtaining a larger, wall-mounted 
outdoor sign. 
 
Heritage Gathering 2021 
The commission discussed options for the 2021 Heritage Gathering. Dillard will contact 
the Clements Library on the campus of the University of Michigan about the option of 
holding the conference at the library on the tentative date of September 11, 2021. 
 
Giffin will update the call for papers and send it out in early January.  
 
Maryland Tourism Session Discussion  
Prior to the meeting, the commission reviewed the Heritage Gathering’s session 
presented by Maryland tourism staff.  
 
Peebles has shared some information with Pure Michigan and will continue to work with 
the Tourism committee on follow-up. She will seek partners at the annual tourism 
conference and invite information for articles for the industry and consumer newsletters 
that originate from her office. 
 
Finkenbine noted the potential of sharing information such as driving tours with the 
National Park Service for addition to its website. 
 
UGRR Month for 2021 September 
The commission will need to request another proclamation to make September UGRR 
Month in 2021. The commission will continue to seek establishment of a permanent 
designation. Nassaney will reach out to Kathy Purnell, a member of the Michigan 
Legislative Black Leadership Council about this goal. 
 
Reports from Standing Committees 
 
Cultural & Heritage Tourism 
Peebles has contacted the people interested in the sub-committee from the Heritage 
Gathering survey.  
 
Preservation & Support 
Campbell invited some historic preservationists to join the next committee meeting to 
share ideas for committee goals. Campbell will let the commission know when this 
meeting date is set. 
 
Education 
Dillard and Young are continuing to work with the Clements Library.  
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The History Department at University of Michigan is pioneering work to connect 
intergenerational historians through research and learning. Dillard hopes the project will 
produce teacher resources and lesson plans for all education levels and public historian 
and consultation work. 
 
Chairperson:  
Along with the items in his report, Nassaney will be presenting at Indiana’s Statewide 
Preservation Conference on November 19. 
 
Public Comment: 
Misty Jackson joined to follow up on a suggestion from the Heritage Gathering. Jackson 
created a draft questionnaire for the public to submit information for a possible 
informational database. The questionnaire was forwarded to the commissions during 
the meeting for review and comment.  
 
Adjournment 
Dillard moved to adjourn the meeting; Campbell seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:07 p.m. 
 

 
Sandra Clark, Chairperson 
 


