






























































































































































































I am writing to express my disappoint in the process the Commission used on August 31st in drawing 
both the State House and State Senate seats for West Michigan. The Washington Free Beacon reported 
earlier this year that Commissioner Eid is actually a supporter of candidates who hold values 
associated with the Democratic Party’s progressive left wing, yet he, listed as a “nonpartisan” 
commissioner on this Commission was allowed to dictate the map drawings of most of the districts. 
 
I ask the Commission to respect their own rules and rotate through all Commissioners when drawing 
maps and not allow one Commissioner to dictate the process. This will require the Commission to 
reconsider the drawing of the maps for Kent County.  
 
Rather than the current map, a more accurate outline would be for the cities of Grand Rapids, East 
Grand Rapids and Kentwood to be drawn within one community of interest and should be drawn 
together for their State Senate seat. This makes sense based upon the area’s populations. The cities of 
Wyoming and Grandville are closely associated with Georgetown Township in Ottawa County and 
therefore should be drawn together.   
 
The Commission should also reconsider the State House maps that were drawn for Kent County.  

• The Urban City of Kentwood has little association with the more rural townships of Ada and 
Cascade  

• The City of Kentwood should be included within the southeast Grand Rapids and City of East 
Grand Rapids, for its own seat. The Commission should also make the rest of the City of Grand 
Rapids its own respective house seat.  

• Plainfield Township and the City of Rockford are both communities of interest and share the 
same school district (Rockford). Therefore, they should be drawn together.  

• Grand Rapids Township and Ada Township are communities of interest and they share the 
same school district (Forest Hills) so they should be drawn together.  

 
Thank you for your consideration of these changes. 
Laurel Abraham  
#GrandRapids #KentCounty 
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Battle Creek Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Virtual Testimony to the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 

Thursday, May 13, 2021 ~ Kalamazoo, Michigan ~ 6:00 p.m. 
 

To madam chair, commissioners and all those gathered in person in 

Kalamazoo or virtually … Good Evening! 

 My name is Lynn Ward Gray, I testify today as the chapter president for 

the Battle Creek Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., a public 

service organization. Members provide public service in local communities 

under our 5-Point programmatic thrust: Economic Development, Educational 

Development, International Awareness and Involvement, Physical and Mental 

Health, and Political Awareness and Involvement.  

 I rise, virtually, today to support the Battle Creek Area I-94 Economic 

Corridor Project proposal of a shared community of interest with Kalamazoo. 

We believe we should not, and never should have been aligned with Grand 

Rapids as it currently stands as we have little shared economic or other 

community interests. Our economic, and other community interests, recreation 

& leisure, shopping, dining, infrastructures, etc. are shared with Kalamazoo.  

Our health equity work to get our communities tested and vaccinated worked 

with our shared healthcare systems, Bronson Healthcare and Borgess and other 

partners. Our work in criminal justice reform, offering an expungement 
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informational forum with shared organization Legal Services of South Central 

Michigan. And social services work is supported by the United Way of the Battle 

Creek & Kalamazoo Region. To further illustrate: 

• I am a legacy, because my mother was a member. She co-chartered the 

chapter in Battle Creek in 1980 but not before she co-chartered the 

chapter in Kalamazoo in 1973, forever connecting the two chapters and 

communities. 

• Our members in both the Kalamazoo and Battle Creek Alumnae chapters 

work, live and worship between both communities. Boosting the 

economy of both of these closely tied areas. 

• Over the years, we share ideas and collaborate where it makes since on 

programming ranging from our youth to our more seasoned citizens and 

everyone in-between.  

In conclusion, we ask that you return our voice and representation by aligning 

Battle Creek with Kalamazoo, congressionally. 

Thank you for the opportunity to give remarks as the representative of 

the Battle Creek Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., thank you 

for your time and thank you commissioners for your service to our great state, 

have a blessed evening.  
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