POSTSECONDARY DEGREE LEVELS
As designated by the
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Degree
Level

BELOW THE BACCALAUREATE

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma of (less than one
academic year)

- less than 900 contact or clock hours, or

- less than 30 semester or trimester credit hours, or

- less than 45 quarter credit hours

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma of (at least one but less
than two academic years)
- at least 900 but less than 1800 contact or clock hours, or
- at least 30 but less than 60 semester or trimester credit hours, or
- at least 45 but less than 90 quarter credit hours

Associate's degree

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma of (at least two but less
than four academic years)

- 1800 or more contact or clock hours, or

- 60 or more semester or trimester credit hours, or

- 90 or more quarter credit hours

BACCALAUREATE AND ABOVE

Bachelor's degree or equivalent

Post-baccalaureate certificate

Master's degree
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Post-master's certificate

Doctor's degree - research/scholarship
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Doctor's degree - professional practice
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Doctor's degree - Other




