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WinDOT
Features

Consolidated

Integrated

Searchable

Enriched

Updated

Accessible



Consolidated

 Federal Gas, Liquid, and Drug & Alcohol Regulations

 State Regulations

 GPTC Guide

 Amendments and includes final rules 

 PHMSA Interpretations & Guidance Materials

 PHMSA Alerts, Advisory Bulletins & Special Permits

 PHMSA Enforcement Actions

 PHMSA Forms, such as Pipeline Reporting, Inspection, & Registry

 Complete history of the regulations

 Technical Standards, AGA, ASME, NACE, and NFPA

 TSA Notices

 NTSB Investigations

 Coast Guard





Integrated

 10,000 man hours invested in hyperlinking and 
grouping documents
 Interpretations

 Amendments

 Advisories

 Guidance

 Special Permits

 Organized into tables of contents





Searchable

 Advanced search capabilities
 Boolean AND, OR, and NOT functions

 All words, some words, exact or partials words

 Results are identified by the source
 Regulation

 Guides

 Amendments

 Interpretations

 Special Permits





Enriched

 Context sensitive glossary with clickable key 
words in the text

 History of the regulations
 Historical changes of Gas and Liquid Regulations 

since adoption

 Shows the complete text of all regulations after 
every amendment

 Old text is shown as strikeout and the new text is 
in bold underline

 Rapid Update Service
 Mailing list to receive push of the updates

 Website to review current and historical updates





Updated

 We search daily for you
 Federal Regulations

 State Regulations

 GPTC Addendums

 Notices, Advisories, Interpretations, Special Permits

 Amendments

 WinDOT is updated within one business day
 Web delivery means you are automatically up-

to-date





Accessible

 Managed Cloud Delivered Service
 No software to install, no managing updates
 Windows or Mac desktops
 Any smart phone
 Any tablet, either mobile OS or Windows based
 Print sections as needed
 Ability to Cut and Paste 





Improves Safety

Avoids using out-of-date regulations
Be in compliance with easier to 

access, use, and understand 
regulations

Saves Money

Less time wasted distributing and 
updating regulations

Less time wasted by users searching 
for regulations

Less effort preparing for audits
Help avoids risk of fines

Improves Employee Satisfaction

Removes mundane work of 
searching for the relevant materials

Great research tool to assist your 
compliance team

Benefits of WinDOT



Licensing Model
 Priced per user, per year, per subscription modules

 Federal Gas and Liquid
 States are sold in groups, based on PHMSA regions
 Coast Guard
 Drug & Alcohol 

 Subscription discounts 
 On bundles for Federal and State regulations 
 On volume of users
 On annual renewals 

 Ability to co-term new users to existing renewal date
 License for GPTC Guide included at no additional charge
 Technical Standards purchased as perpetual licenses



Complimentary (free) Services

 Rapid Update Service
 Request demo trial of WinDOT
 http://www.viadata.com/contactUs/info.php

 Free Basic federal regulations
 49cfrpipeline.com

http://www.viadata.com/contactUs/info.php


Let’s Go Online

 www.windot.com

http://www.windot.com/


Research Questions: Hot Taps

 What is meant by 192.627? Does the entire crew 
need to be qualified in tapping? How is the term 
“crew” defined and how did this get into the 
code? If the entire crew needs to be qualified, that 
means we need to have a span of control of 
1:0. How do you train someone in the field on 
tapping? This is a difficult task and takes time to 
learn.

 §192.627 Tapping pipelines under pressure. 
 Each tap made on a pipeline under pressure must be 

performed by a crew qualified to make hot taps



Research Questions: Hot Taps

 The text of 192.627 is original from 1970, never 
amended.

 Source is ASME USAS B31.8 – 1968.
 841.274: Hot Taps.  All hot taps shall be installed by 

trained and experienced crews.
 View PHMSA Compliance Guidance.
 View Enforcement   CPF 5-2009-0015M, NOA and 

Operator Response.



Research Questions: 192.195 
Overpressure Protection

 specifically does an intrastate transmission line, 
without any regulating equipment, coming off of an 
interstate transmission line require overpressure 
protection if the intrastate transmission line has an 
MAOP equal to or greater than the MAOP of the 
interstate transmission line?



Research Questions: 192.195 
Overpressure Protection

 (a) General requirements. Except as provided 
in §192.197, each pipeline that is connected to 
a gas source so that the maximum allowable 
operating pressure could be exceeded as the result 
of pressure control failure or of some other type of 
failure, must have pressure relieving or pressure 
limiting devices that meet the requirements 
of §192.199 and §192.201.

https://www.windot.com/docs/federal/192ci/html/192CI/_192_201_Required_capacity_of_pressure_relieving_and_limiting_stations.htm


Research Questions: 192.195 
Overpressure Protection

 No interpretations.
 No Compliance Guidance
 CPF 1-2011-1011 – Shows that upstream MAOP is 

higher than downstream, OPP is needed.



Research Questions: Master Meter

 Any history on Master Meters and where jurisdiction 
ends (building wall, or inside the building) would be 
appreciated.



Research Questions: Master Meter

 191.3 Definitions
 Master Meter System means a pipeline system for 

distributing gas within, but not limited to, a definable 
area, such as a mobile home park, housing project, 
or apartment complex, where the operator 
purchases metered gas from an outside source for 
resale through a gas distribution pipeline system. The 
gas distribution pipeline system supplies the ultimate 
consumer who either purchases the gas directly 
through a meter or by other means, such as by rents;



Research Questions: Master Meter

 PI-16-0012 12/6/2016
 The definition for a master meter system does not 

prohibit regulation for non-buried gas pipelines. 
PHMSA does not regulate gas piping inside a building 
unless the interior piping is used by the gas pipeline 
operator to distribute gas. The service risers 
downstream of the CenterPoint Energy meter are 
inside the building and are used to deliver metered 
gas to customers. One of the characteristics of a 
master meter system that makes it subject to the 
regulations is a transfer of gas from the operator, in 
this case the Mall, to other persons (the Mall tenants) 
who are the ultimate consumers of the gas. 



Research Questions: Master Meter

 PI-16-0012 12/6/2016
 The Mall is selling gas to others and, therefore, 

the Mall is engaged in the distribution of gas. In 
this case, the Mall is subject to the Federal gas 
pipeline safety regulations as a master meter 
system operator. The Mall is responsible for 
compliance with 49 CFR Parts 191 and 192 for 
the pipeline downstream of CenterPoint's meter 
as owner of the pipeline and master meter 
operator. If we can be of further assistance, 
please contact Tewabe Asebe at 202-366-5523.



Research Questions: Master Meter

 PI-11-0014 3/27/2012
 In this case, the apartment complex owners are 

operating the pipeline which provides gas to their 
tenants and, therefore, are engaged in the 
transportation of gas. The pipelines downstream of the 
master meter used to distribute the gas to the tenants 
are considered mains and service lines subject to the 
Federal pipeline safety regulations. We consider the 
mains and service lines downstream from the LDC 
master meter (whether or not there are multiple 
buildings being served by a single meter) to be a 
distribution system that is subject to the Federal pipeline 
safety regulations in 49 CFR Parts 191 and 192..



Research Questions: Master Meter

 PI-01-0113 June 25, 2001

 There is no contention that the AHA facilities are not 
a pipeline facility. In this case, only the interior piping 
within the buildings, beyond the first penetration of 
each building wall is non-jurisdictional.



Research Questions: Master Meter

 PI-01-0113 June 25, 2001
 And, the tenants are clearly paying a rent for the 

privilege of occupying a housing unit and receiving 
utilities, including gas. The fact that they are not billed 
for the gas and that there are subsidies for utility costs 
from the government under Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) programs are not relevant to 
the determination that AHA's gas distribution system is 
subject to the pipeline safety regulations.

 Therefore, the AHA gas distribution system is a Master 
Meter System and is subject to the pipeline safety 
regulations at 49 CFR Parts 191 and 192.



Research Questions: Master Meter

 July 13 1972
 You indicated that you have a client that has an apartment 

project with a master meter. From the master meter, the gas 
lines go first to a central heating and air conditioning unit; from 
this point the lines branch out underground to 10 or more 
service risers with regulators (no meters) downstream of these 
regulators, and then the lines to gas lights and into the 
apartments to supply gas for cooking. You ask whether these 
lines are subject to the Federal safety regulations.

 Therefore, in the example system you described, the Office of 
Pipeline Safety considers the pipelines going to each 
apartment as a distribution system if gas is being provided to 
each apartment. This jurisdiction extends to the building wall of 
the apartments, if there are no meters.
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