
CAUSE 4
Canadian Vignette



EMS Crossing the BorderEMS Crossing the Border



Vehicle ConcernsVehicle Concerns
“ambulance” includes,

(a) an ambulance as defined in the Ambulance Act,
(b) a cardiac arrest emergency vehicle operated by or under the 

authority of a hospital

Similar language in other States and Provinces
No legal authority to use emergency lights and 

sirens in Michigan and vice versa. 



Communications and DispatchCommunications and Dispatch



Who is InvolvedWho is Involved



What Will We TestWhat Will We Test



What Will We TestWhat Will We Test



Crossing the BorderCrossing the Border



Three Scenarios Will Be TestedThree Scenarios Will Be Tested
Moving a Patient from a hospital in one country to a 

hospital in another
We do these now
Pre-alert to the border is easy to do. System already in 
place
Usually have some time to arrange
Entry document requirement waived



Three Scenarios Will Be TestedThree Scenarios Will Be Tested
Moving a patient from a scene to a hospital across 

the border
May be a repatriation (should have documents)
May be due to capacity of hospital resources (not likely to 
have documentation
What can we do to notify the border as soon as possible
How can we get entry information
Can patients be vetted at the destination hospital



Three Scenarios Will Be TestedThree Scenarios Will Be Tested
Move ambulances and personnel without a patient 

for the purpose of providing help to our neighbours
It is in our best interest to make this work. We need to help 
each other
Having staff with the skills to save lives being able to 
respond to where those skills are needed only makes 
sense
Some legal pieces need to be put into place but this is not 
the purpose of this experiment



So??So??






