[image: image1.jpg]MSHDA




              S  U  C  C  E  S  S  

 




Contact: Mary Lou Keenon

Program Policy and Market Research

Telephone: 517/373-0011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 7, 2005

MSHDA INITIATIVE HELPS CITY OF DETROIT FIGHT CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS

DETROIT – The Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) has recently developed the Chronic Homeless Initiative, allocating 10 million dollars targeted to the development of permanent supportive housing for individuals throughout Michigan who are chronically homeless.  Along with partners such as the Corporation for Supportive Housing and other State of Michigan departments MSHDA has awarded a number of cities throughout the state with a grant to help house the homeless in their community.


Throughout Michigan, over 30,000 residents sleep in emergency shelters or on the streets each night.  The chronic homeless comprises 15-20 percent of Michigan’s homeless population while using 75 percent of the resources.  A great majority of those are located within the city of Detroit.  As such, MSHDA has awarded the city of Detroit with a $3 million grant in hopes of providing safe, affordable housing for those in need.


A team has been assembled throughout the Detroit area to come up with a plan for working in their community.  The team represents the continuum of care, the mental health industry and the 24-hour walk-in center NSO.  There are also team members from the city of Detroit, the Corporation for Supportive Housing, the city of connect Detroit, Great Lakes Capital Fund and a number of other local partners who are involved in this planning process.  This team is lead by local agency Southwest Counseling Solutions who are pulling this initiative together creating an interface of external stakeholders.
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According to Joe Tardella of Southwest Counseling and Development Services, the Chronic Homeless Initiative is the first of it’s kind and is proving to be an outstanding endeavor.  


“The activities of the last few months have been the most exciting thing to take place in supportive housing for homeless for years,” said Tardella.  “There has never been an initiative with such momentum in the past.”


The Detroit funding is being dispersed in such a way that will best benefit the homeless populations within the city.  $2 million has been allocated for rental assistance programs and the remaining $1 million will be used to assist in the development by Southwest non-profit housing which supports the construction of 100-150 units of permanent supportive housing.


“We are looking to provide housing, rental and support services to over 200 people in the next couple of years,” said Tardella.


With the help of MSHDA and the Chronic Homeless Initiative, the city of Detroit appears to be will on its way to housing the local chronically homeless.

The Michigan State Housing Development Authority is a quasi-state agency that provides financial and technical assistance through public and private partnerships to create and preserve decent, affordable housing for low- and moderate-income Michigan residents.  The Authority's loans and operating expenses are financed through the sale of tax-exempt and taxable bonds and notes to private investors, not from state tax revenues. For more information on MSHDA initiatives and programs, visit the Web site at www.michigan.gov/mshda.
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