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Horatio S. Earle Learning Center 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016
9:00 a.m.

MEETING MINUTES
	MEMBERS PRESENT
	REPRESENTING

	F/Lt. Jim Flegel
	Michigan Department of State Police (MSP)

	Lawrence Hummel
	Local Representative (Van Buren County Road Commission/County Road Association of Michigan)

	Kenneth Micklash 


	Michigan Department of Education (MDE)

	Tari Muniz 
	Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA)

	Michael Prince (Chair)
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Carol Reagan
	Michigan Department of State (MDOS)

	Sheriff Matt Saxton
	Local Representative (Michigan Sheriffs Association)

	Linda Scarpetta
	Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)

	Jennifer Shea
	Governor’s Office

	
	

	MEMBERS ABSENT
	REPRESENTING

	Chief David Molloy


	Local Representative

	Randy VanPortfliet 
	Michigan Department of Transportation  (MDOT)

	
	

	STAFF SUPPORT
	REPRESENTING

	Janet Hengesbach Bawol
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)


	GUESTS
	REPRESENTING

	Kristin Allen
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Mike Harris
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Charlotte Kilvington
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Dianne Perukel
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Anne Readett
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Jessica Riley
	Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

	Robert Gwizdz
	Michigan Department of State (MDOS)

	Eric Kabdebo
	Michigan Department of State (MDOS)

	Chad Teachout
	Michigan Department of State (MDOS)

	Kimberly Avery
	Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

	Mark Bott
	Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

	Kim Lariviere
	Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

	Clarissa McQuiston
	Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

	Steve Shaughnessy
	Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

	Heidi Spangler
	Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

	Hossam Abdel
	Macomb County Roads

	Sgt. Tim Fitzgerald
	Michigan State Police

	Tim Potter
	Michigan State University

	Ron Tennant
	Grand Rapids Fire Department

	Gary Bubar
	AAA Michigan

	Tom Artushian
	Ford Motor

	Carol Flannagan
	UMTRI


CALL TO ORDER

The GTSAC meeting was called to order by Chair Michael Prince at 9:00 a.m.  A quorum was present   

for today’s meeting.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Mr. Prince welcomed everyone to today’s meeting.  He made mention that Mr. VanPortfliet will be retiring effective the end of 2016 and welcomed Ms. Kim Avery who will serve as the MDOT representative on the GTSAC.  Self-introductions of those present were made. 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
Sheriff Matt Saxton made a MOTION to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2016 GTSAC meeting, Ms. Tari Muniz supported, the MOTION carries.    
STANDING REPORTS

Legislative Summary 

Sgt. Tim Fitzgerald was unable to attend today’s meeting but provided some highlights to Chair Prince who then reviewed those with the meeting attendees.  The package of speed bills has been monitored and the CPS bills seem to have some traction.  The Legislature will be adjourning for Christmas break in the next week or so.

Commissioner Reports
Michigan Department of Transportation – Randy VanPortfliet
Road Watchers Program

For the third year, MDOT is seeking "Road Watchers" to report on winter highway conditions in the Upper Peninsula.  Go to www.michigan.gov/roadwatchers for more information or to sign up.

How was your ride? The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) wants to know. For the third year, the Road Watchers program will give motorists a chance to tell MDOT how well it is maintaining highways in the Upper Peninsula this winter.

MDOT's Superior Region is now recruiting regular commuters willing to complete brief online surveys about road conditions after winter weather events. More than 100 Road Watcher volunteers are already participating in the program. They are occasionally asked by e-mail to complete a quick survey about driving on some of the U.P.'s key routes:

MDOT's Reality Check: "Replacing perfectly good signs"

The latest installment of MDOT's Reality Check series videos looks at the myth that the department is replacing "perfectly good signs." While a sign may be very visible during the day, they lose their ability over time to reflect light back to drivers' eyes, making them less visible when the information they contain is most crucial.

TZD

MDOT has just completed its annual Safety Call for Projects.  To meet MDOT’s safety goal of reducing fatalities and serious injuries on the state trunkline system in support of the SHSP, the strategy of the Safety Program is to select cost-effective safety improvements to address locations with correctable fatality (K) and serious injury (A) crashes.  Locations identified shall support the key focus areas of the SHSP.  

For the FY 2018 - 2022 program, the regions submitted 92 projects, of which 34 were low cost safety improvements.  The 58 projects, based on an existing crash pattern, will address the following crash severity:

Local Road Safety Plans

There are now 4 plans completed (Regions 1, 4, (completed in 2015) 5 & 6 completed in 2016).

Of the remaining 10 plans all except Region 9 have had at least one meeting (the meetings are scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday 12/7 & 12/8). The Upper Peninsula plan has been presented to the stakeholders and draft reviewed, just waiting for finalization by the consultant. 

There are meetings scheduled for Regions 7, 8, next week. It is anticipated that the plans for Regions 2, 3, & 8 will be completed in early 2017.  The remaining sometime later in 2017. 

We are also piloting the implementation of these plans in Region 6 – Tri County & 12 – Central UP. The consultant will work with the champions and counties of those regions on systemic type countermeasure installations. 

In the development of these plans there have been over 40 meetings held in 22 cities, with at least 46 counties represented, either by Engineers, Enforcement, Education or EMS, and at least 5 tribes have been represented also. A more detailed report is being put together for presentation at a future GTSAC meeting.

Diverging Diamond Interchange

In mid-November MDOT opened its second Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) at I-96 and Cascade Road. The configuration of a DDI increases safety by having fewer conflict points (14) than a conventional interchange with 26.  Besides improving safety this innovative design also improves traffic flow.  The first DDI in Michigan opened in November 2015 at I-75 and University Drive. 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services – Linda Scarpetta 
Even though nationally the number of vehicle-related heat stroke deaths climbed (quite a bit) from last year, Michigan had no deaths of this type reported for the second year in a row (thanks so much to the traffic safety partners at the Department of State and our Community Service Troopers, and OHSP).  Nationally, there were 31 deaths in 2014, 24 deaths in 2015 and 39 deaths to date in 2016.
The MDHHS Safe Kids Program worked with OSHP and the Michigan Primary Care Association to secure a list of addresses and contacts for every Federally Qualified Health Center in the state, and each were sent a resource packet with safe driving materials, ID stickers for child/booster seats, and posters.

The MDHHS Safe Kids Program met with the Michigan Sheriff’s Association about the STOPPED program, which notifies parents if their teen/novice driver was pulled over if their vehicle is registered. They discussed the possibility of working together to coordinate efforts to market the program and grow it in the coming year.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a report and tool kit in mid-November focusing on tribal motor vehicle injury prevention and promoting safe driving in tribal communities:  https://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/native/.

The MDHHS Injury and Violence Prevention Program just hired three program staff (Coordinator, Data Analyst, and Training and Education Coordinator) for their new CDC Prescription Drug Overdose Grant.  An Evaluator position is still posted at the Michigan Public Health Institute.  Staff would be willing to do a presentation at a future GTSAC meeting if desired.
Michigan Department of State Police – F/Lt. Jim Flegel

Training Academy: 

 With the goal of graduating 160 new troopers, four trooper recruit schools are being held this year: 

•
129th Trooper Recruit School began March 27, 2016; graduated Aug. 26, 2016. 

o
Graduated 47

•
130th Trooper Recruit School began June 5, 2016; will graduate Nov. 4, 2016. 

o
Graduated 58

•
131st Trooper Recruit School began July 17, 2016; will graduate Dec. 22, 2016. 

o
Have 41 Recruits remaining 

•
132nd Trooper Recruit School began Aug. 28; will graduate Feb. 3, 2017.

o
Have 28 Recruits remaining

•
21st Motor Carrier Recruit School began Aug. 28, will graduate January 6, 2017

o
13 Recruits remaining 

Traffic Services Section

•
Fatal Crash Analysis: 

o
The Traffic Services Section is working on a fatal crash analysis for 2015 data and statistics.  This plan will assist the Posts throughout the State and potentially other police department in implementing traffic safety programs and initiatives that will reduce serious injury and fatal crashes in their post area. 

•
Precision Driving Unit—

o
The 2017 Model Year Police Vehicle Evaluation has been completed and the Vehicle Test book will be posted on the MSP Website this week. The Precision Driving Unit is accepting students on the waiting for the MSP Teen Defensive Driving Program scheduled for summer of 2017

•
Alcohol Enforcement Unit—

o
Continue to teach classes in SFST (Standardized Field Sobriety Tests), SFST Refresher, SFST Instructor,  ARIDE (Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement)
o
Oral Fluid Roadside Analysis Pilot Program—still in the preliminary stages of selecting the 5 counties, test instrument, confirmation laboratory and policies and procedures.  The goal to have pilot program implemented by April 2017. 

•
MI-TIME: 

o
Working on training law enforcement, firefighters, Emergency Responders (EMTs and Paramedics) Dept. of Transportation and tow operators in MI-TIME. (Michigan Traffic Incident Management Efforts)

•
Drive Slow on Ice and Snow campaign

o
Posts in the U.P. and along the I-94 corridor were helping to spread the word on the OHSP campaign of Drive Slow on Ice and Snow campaign

•
Thanksgiving Operation CARE: 

o
Pleased to report a reduction in the amount of traffic fatalities over this Thanksgiving holiday period.  Last year there were 11 fatalities, this year it was reduced to 6. 

•
MSP Strategic Plan: 

o
As part of the on-going departmental Strategic Plan, each work site has developed at least one traffic safety initiative, utilizing DDACTS, for 2016.  The plans are outlined in their Community Policing Plans submitted to Grants and Community Services Division.  These initiatives are reported quarterly as part of FSB's Strategic Plan metrics.

o
Distracted Driving Campaign

o
“Get your head out of your App”—Public awareness campaign by OHSP

o
Eyes on 94

o
Michigan State Police Motor Carrier officers, Indiana State Police and Ohio Highway Patrol join forces in an effort to reduce commercial vehicle crashes along the I-94 corridor and other major freeways

o
Operation Blue Light

o
Over 60 law enforcement agencies in southeast Michigan are participating in Operation Blue Light.  This will begin on December 19 and run through January 1, 2017 and will focus on high visibility traffic enforcement to reduce serious injuries and fatalities over the Christmas and New Year Holidays. They will also use crime data and trends to deter and reduce the amount of crime over the holiday season.  

Michigan Department of State - Carol Reagan
Restructure of the Traffic Safety Division

Effective October 9, the Traffic Safety Division of the Department of State was realigned with the Driver Programs Division that is directed by Kirk Ferris.  The position that Ramona Putnam vacated in April is not being filled.  Instead, the two divisions were combined and named the Traffic Safety Programs Division.  This new division now includes the:

•
Driver Education Section

•
Driver Testing Section
•
Business Licensing Section
•
Driver Assessment Section 

•
Motorcycle Safety Program

•
Traffic Safety Section, 

Distraction Free in the D Campaign Results

For the second consecutive year, Fox 2 and the Sam Bernstein Law Firm partnered with the Department of State on the Distraction-Free Detroit campaign.   The campaign took place Friday, Sept. 16 through Friday, Oct. 7 and winners were announced during National Teen Driver Safety Week (October 16-22).  Students who entered were asked to take a pledge not to drive distracted and wrote an essay about driving distraction free.  There were a total of 225 essay entries, and eight (8) winners were selected.  The top three winners received prizes of $2,000, $1,000 and $500.  All eight winners were invited to take part in a series of public service announcements that are being produced by Fox 2.

•
1st Place, Lauren Henderson from University High School Academy, Southfield Public Schools

•
2nd Place, Marin Hattar from Franklin High School, Livonia Public Schools 

•
3rd Place, Jessica Koh, from Novi High School, Novi Public Schools

Safe Drivers Smart Options Update

The Secretary of State’s Chief of Staff, Mr. Mike Senyko hosted a meeting of the Safe Drivers Smart Options strategy on October 20.  As a reminder, Safe Drivers Smart Options is a statewide strategy to connect aging drivers, their family and caregivers, and professionals with effective resources to:

•
Keep aging adults driving as long as it is safe for them to do so

•
Assist in transition from driving to non-driving.

•
Connect retired drivers with community transportation options.

The hub of the strategy is at Michigan.gov/agingdriver.  The meeting served as the launch of a new leadership structure to advance the strategy into the future composed of a Roundtable, an Operating Committee, a Communications Subcommittee, and an administrative support team.  Participants were asked to commit to being involved in one or more of the groups, with nearly all who were invited committing.  

Researchers from the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) presented a collection of actionable recommendations related to the strategy and website.  The first meeting of the Operating Committee chaired by myself will be held on January 12, 2017.  One of the first tasks of this group will be to review and prioritize the recommendations from UMTRI and present them to the Roundtable for support.

The Parent’s Supervised Driving Guide update on 4th edition

The fourth edition of The Parent’s Supervised Driving Guide has been published.  Copies are in your folders.  There were some changes made to it:  

1.
Parents asked for some formatting changes to the supervised driving log which were completed.  Since the log is now required to be shown, we are working with the vendor to improve the paper stock quality for that.

2.
A page has been added detailing safety around bicyclists and motorcyclists

3.
Three (3) new ads have been added

•
STOPPED (Sheriffs’ Telling Our Parents & Promoting Educated Drivers)

•
Speeding

•
Seat belts

Motorcycle
2016 PA 318 increase in penalties for riding unendorsed; shadow rider program data

Concerning motorcycle safety, House Bill 4651 was signed into law as 2016 PA 318 on November 10 and will become effective on February 10, 2017.  This new legislation increases penalties for unendorsed riders from $100 to $500 for the first offense, and $1000 for the second offense.  The offense remains a misdemeanor with a maximum of 90 days jail time for the first offense, but for the second offense maximum jail time is increased to up to one year.  Any revenue increases from fines will go to the public libraries.   

A recent data analysis for the “Shadow Rider” program shows that the unendorsed riding population is down another 1% over 2015.  This puts the statewide unendorsed riding population at approximately 15% of the riding population.  This is down 5% from when the project started in 2013.  The Department of State has collaborated with the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning to mail identified unendorsed riders post cards encouraging proper endorsement.  In 2015, unendorsed riders were found to be involved in 57% of motorcycle fatalities.  The national average for unendorsed riders is 20%.

Chauffeurs License – taxi or limousine drivers removed

On December 1 the Senate passed HB 4641 that removed the requirement to hold a valid chauffeurs license for individuals who drive a taxi or a limousine and transport passengers.  The requirement will remain when transporting property.  The chauffer license requirement has been in place for many years, with the intent that the SOS has a “second look” at applicants who want to increase their driving privileges and transport passengers for compensation.  That process currently requires additional testing in SOS branch offices.  Not only will the bill eliminate the testing, it will reduce funding to the SOS by $3 million dollars annually, which may result in branch office closures.  Currently, the bill is back in the House.  
Aging and Adults Services Agency – Tari Muniz
Aging and Adult Services Agency continues to distribute the Michigan’s Guide for Aging Drivers and Their Families and the Safe Driver/Smart Options information and are serving on the Operations Committee for SD/SO.
Governor’s Office – Jennifer Shea 
Operation Homefront has requested child passenger safety technician assistance with their next Military Baby shower for our expecting Michigan military families.  Convertible car seats will be provided to attendees and they will be taught proper harnessing and installation in their vehicles.  The event will be April 29th in the Lansing area. More details to follow.

Three Michigan Child Passenger Safety Instructors have been asked to teach the first child passenger safety course in Mexico to employees of Fiat Chrysler this coming year.  They will teach the course to 25 engineers, who will in turn work with their communities to begin child passenger safety awareness and seat checks.  Mexico does not currently have child passenger safety laws, nor any formal instruction for parents on how to travel safely with their parents.
Michigan Department of Education – Ken Micklash
The next round of safety education programs for school bus drivers is being developed currently.  Topics for this program are welcome.

Local Representative – Larry Hummel 
All of the local agencies are in winter mode.  There were two fatalities in the last few days in Van Buren County.  Result of speed and the recent snow event. 

Many agencies will be operating with the green lights on their trucks and other vehicles. 

Agency representatives are visiting schools to educate the students on safety near snow plows.  They are hands-on visits with the students climbing in and on the plows. 
The next SC/SW TSN meeting will be scheduled for some time in January.
Local Representative – Sheriff Matt Saxton

Mr. Terry Jungel is retiring effective January 5.  Sheriff Blaine Koops will be replacing him at the Michigan Sheriff’s Association.  

Approximately one third of the Michigan county sheriff’s will be retiring at the end of 2016.

Chair’s report / Office of Highway Safety Planning - Michael Prince 

2016 Traffic Fatalities/Injuries
As of November 29, 2016, 968 people have died on Michigan roadways this year.  In addition, 4,817 have been seriously injured.  Compared to last year at this time there are 69 more fatalities and 453 more serious injuries.  Thanksgiving Holiday weekend fatalities are down from eleven in 2015 to six in 2016.  This is provisional and subject to change. 

At a recent Regional Leadership Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, Dr. Carol Flannagan from UMTRI presented on the recent increases in traffic crashes in Michigan and nationally.  According to the latest research, the major driving forces behind these increases are (1) employment for drivers 25 and under, (2) increases in the median household income, and (3) decreases in fuel costs.  She also noted that based on their computer models, Michigan and the other states in Region 5 have performed better than other states/regions in keeping fatalities down given the recent economic improvements. 

Labor Day Holiday Campaign
Preliminary reports indicate there were nine traffic fatalities during the holiday period with only one fatality related to alcohol.  This is a significant decrease from the 2015 holiday where 15 people died and nearly two-thirds of the fatal crashes involved alcohol.  Participating agencies arrested 349 impaired drivers, 53 of which had a BAC of .17 or higher.  Officers also issued 3,911 seat belt citations and made 141 drug arrests.  19 Drug Recognition Experts (DREs) working this year’s Labor Day impaired driving crackdown generated 61 DUI alcohol arrests, 20 DUI alcohol and drug arrests, and 26 drug arrests for the two week enforcement campaign. 

Michigan Traffic Safety Summit
Planning continues for the Traffic Safety Summit which will take place March 21-23, 2017, at the Kellogg Center at Michigan State University.  OHSP has provided scholarships for over 100 MSP members and speakers are being scheduled.  For the first time, OHSP will utilize a conference “app” for cell phones and tablets to enhance the Summit conference experience.  The app will allow attendees to select their preferred sessions, take notes, access speaker bios and information, connect with other attendees, receive social media messages about the conference, locate exhibitors, and much more. 

DRE Training Update
The 2017 DRE School will take place in January.  There were a total of 41 applications submitted.  The State DRE Steering Committee selected five from MSP, six from county sheriff’s offices, and nine from municipal law enforcement agencies.  In addition, six prosecutors will attend the first two weeks of the program.  Michigan continues to lead in the nation in the inclusion of prosecutors in the DRE training program.  A second DRE school is tentatively planned for August 2017 for ten officers.

ARIDE Training Update
OHSP is working with MSP Training Division to schedule two ARIDE classes for the UP and two for northern Lower Michigan next year, dates TBD.  OHSP will also be pilot testing a process to allow high-performing DREs to conduct ARIDE training.  This is intended to increase the capacity to provide more ARIDE training around the state in advance of efforts to legalize marijuana in Michigan.

Enforcement Mobilizations
OHSP will be promoting Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over in December through OHSP social media channels.  OHSP will issue a “media alert” for the effort to determine how a different approach works to attract media interest.  OHSP staff is meeting to discuss support/outreach materials for elective enforcement, including speeding, red light running, and unsecured loads as well as the upcoming March, May, and August mobilization themes and potential partners.

Law Enforcement Roundtable
A NHTSA/OHSP hosted Law Enforcement Roundtable will take place on December 8 at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing.  This three hour session is designed to allow attendees to provide input to NHTSA and OHSP on how to assist law enforcement agencies in addressing the increase in traffic fatalities in Michigan and nationally.   

Winter Driving Campaign
There are several new elements for the Drive Slow on Ice and Snow campaign this winter, including promoted Facebook posts, a new 60-second radio spot, and new creative media for the Weather Channel.  Paid media will focus on the southwest I-94 corridor as well as the Upper Peninsula.  In addition to paid advertising, which will begin in early December, a news release alerted media to the campaign which resulted in several media interviews.  OHSP staff collaborated on a mailing of banners, posters, and flyers for the campaign.   

Position Vacancy
OHSP will be filling a Vulnerable Roadway User Program Coordinator position in the coming weeks.  This position will coordinate over $1 million in annual bicycle, pedestrian, and motorcycle safety programing for OHSP.

Action team Updates - Charlotte Kilvington

The accomplishments of the action teams are posted on the website.  Once the 2017 meeting dates are established, those will be posted as well.  Ms. Carissa McQuiston will be replacing Ms. Kim Lariviere as she is retiring effective December 31, 2016. 

ACTION ITEMS 
Approval of GTSAC Award Selections

The individuals chosen were presented to the Commission for their review and approval.  They will be notified this week.  Sheriff Saxton made a MOTION to approve, Ms. Shea supported.  The MOTION carries. 
Approval of the 2017 SHSP

This is a two-year plan as to complete the current administration.  Once a new Governor is chosen, the report will be updated for that Governor’s approval and signature.  Ms. Kilvington also acknowledged that no strategies have changed, only some of the accomplishments.  The report, once approved, will be available on the GTSAC website.   Mr. Hummel made a MOTION to approve, Mr. Micklash supported, the MOTION carries. 
PRESENTATIONS 
DRE Roll Call Video – Mr. Mike Harris, OHSP

Mr. Harris reported that the 2017 DRE class is scheduled with 20 students and will begin in January.  When this class graduates, there will be over 100 DRE’s in the state of Michigan including some prosecutors.  This training allows for officers to identify drivers who are under the influence of drugs and drug impairment.  He also presented a video which was developed this past year.
Roundabout Public Education – Mr. Mark McCulloch, Washtenaw Cty Road Commission
Mr. McCulloch spoke of his passion to increase the education of roundabouts in Washtenaw County.  He also reviewed a questionnaire which he administered to citizens in Washtenaw County regarding their experience with roundabouts.   Most had good experiences using roundabouts but agree that more education would be beneficial.  Some of respondents suggested roundabouts at other locations, and overall have overall good opinions of them.  There were some respondents who felt that traffic moves too fast and do not yield, the roundabouts are too small and more signage is needed among responses.

Michigan Crash Data – Dr. Carol Flannagan, Ph.D, UMTRI  
Dr. Flannagan reviewed recent crash trends in the state including motorcycles, pedestrians and bicycles.  Economic factors were responsible for the reduction of crashed from 2009-2011.  Nationally, the trend is fatalities are increasing.  One factor for this increase is the improving economy.  Even though vehicles are developed to be safer, the crash trend is increasing.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chair Prince thanked Ms. Lariviere for her work these past years with the action teams. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS
None
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 7, 2017, at the Horatio S. Earle Learning Center. 
Michael L. Prince, Chair, Office of Highway Safety Planning • Jennifer Shea, Governor’s Office • Carol Reagan, Department of State • 
• Randy VanPortfliet, Department of Transportation • Linda Scarpetta, Department of Health and Human Services• Kenneth Micklash, Department of Education• F/Lt. Jim Flegel, Department of State Police • Tari Muniz, Aging and Adult Services Agency 

• Lawrence E. Hummel, Local Representative • Chief David Molloy, Local Representative • Sheriff Matt Saxton, Local Representative 
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