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“Back to Basics” 
Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, Michigan 

 October 10 - 12, 2011  
 
Sunday, October 9, 2011 
 

2:00 PM – 6:00 PM Registration Desk Open 

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM MEMA Membership Meeting 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Citizen Corps Meeting 

 
Monday, October 10, 2011 
 

7:00 AM – 4:00 PM Registration Desk Open 

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Exhibitor Hall Open  

9:30 AM – 2:00 PM CONFERENCE OPENING 

 

Welcome 
Col. Kriste Kibbey Etue, Michigan Department of State Police 
 
Updates on Michigan and National Initiatives  
Capt. W. Thomas Sands, Michigan Department of State Police 
 
Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) – Give us the Facts – 
How to Get Started 
Chief Bill Nelson, Troy Fire Department  
 
Understanding Human Side of Disaster 
Dr. Tom Drabek, University of Denver 
 

11:45 AM – 1:00 PM Lunch 

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM  
 

Spouse/Guest Workshop: 
 
Married to the Job?  Living with Law Enforcement, Fire, 
Emergency Management, and EMS Spouses 
Kathryn Lewis Ginebaugh, Western Michigan University  
 

2:20 PM – 3:20 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION 

 
A1 

The Impact of Fire Code Requirements on Lock-Down Procedures
Chief Ron Farr, State Fire Marshal  

 

A2 
Line of Duty Death 
Chief Jeff Hadley, Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety  
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A3 

Functional Needs Support Services & Shelter Operations 
Richard Thelen, Michigan Department of Human Services  
David Gutierrez, American Red Cross 
 

A4 

Communication Unit Leader (COML) – What They Do and How to 
Maximize Their Effectiveness 
Chief Bill Nelson, Troy Fire Department  
 

A5 
Integrated Weather Warning Team (IWT) Concept in Michigan 
Rob Dale, Skywatch  
 

A6 
What’s Left After A Tornado! 
James Abernathy, Lawrence Technological University  
 

A7 

Ensuring Worker Safety and Health During Emergency Response 
Activities 
Gerry Dike, Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(MIOSHA)  
 

A8 
Crawford County Wild Fire Experience and  Lessons Learned 
Dean Rumsey, Cartel Inns of Linden 
 

A9 

Underwater Technology’s Response to Terrorist Related Events 
Lt. Jack Stewart, Kent County Sheriff Department 
Dep. Chief Gary Szotko, City of Grand Rapids  
 

A10 

Local Emergency Planning Committee Updates 
Jim Breuker and Jay Eickholt, Michigan Department of State Police 
Susan Parker, Department of Environmental Quality 
 

3:40 PM – 4:40 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION 

B1 

The Americans with Disabilities Act and Emergency 
Preparedness and Response  
Julie Secontine, Oakland County   
 

B2 
Video Tools for Emergency Management and Homeland Security 
Donald Bouffard, Michigan Department of State Police  
 

B3 

Better and Faster Public Warnings Using Common Alerting 
Protocol (CAP) 
Larry Estlack, Michigan Association of Broadcasters   
 

B4 
2011 U.S. Tornado Outbreaks: Lessons Learned for a Better 
Prepared Michigan 
Rich Pollman, National Weather Service   
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B5 
Mobilizing Citizens Corps Volunteers 
Marc Griffis, Isabella County   
 

B6 
Citizen Corps and CERT 101  
Sgt. Bruce Payne, Michigan Department of State Police   
 

B7 

5th District Information Sharing 
Gene Alli, St. Joseph County Emergency Management 
Paul Edwards, Kalamazoo County Emergency Management   
 

B8 

Tribal Nations and Emergency Management... A Part of the 
Solution! 
Glenn Zaring, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians  
 

B9 

Planning, Training, Exercise Requirements of EMPG 
Sandy Glazier, Jim Reardon and Carol Wolfinger, Michigan 
Department of State Police 
 

4:40 PM – 6:40 PM  Reception Provided (Cash Bar and Hors d’oeuvres) 

 Dinner on your own 
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Tuesday, October 11, 2011 
 

7:00 AM – 8:30 AM Breakfast  

7:00 AM – 4:00 PM Registration Desk Open 

7:30 AM – 1:30 PM Exhibitor Hall Open 

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (8 HOUR SESSIONS) 

C1  
Damage Assessment 
Lori Hornbeck, Michigan Department of State Police  
 

C2  
Confined Space Awareness and Non-entry Rescue 
**CANCELED** 
 

C3 

ICS/EOC Interface 
Chief Trent Atkins, City of Lansing Emergency Management 
Dep. Chief Chuck Booth, Ret., City of Lansing Fire Department  
 

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (4 HOUR SESSIONS) 

D1 

Strategy and Tactics at a Train Derailment 
Greg Palmer, CN Railroad 
Dennis Reilly, Emergency Management & Homeland Security Training 
Center 
Ron Tennant, City of Grand Rapids Fire Department 
 

D2  
Oh No. Not Another Meeting! 
Marshall Johnson, Marsh Risk Consulting Practice  
 

D3  

MPSCS 800 MHz Radio Use – Refresher Course 
Sgt. Gabriel Covey, Sgt. Rich Martin, Sgt. Scott Schlehuber, and  
Sgt. Andy Stoner, Michigan Department of State Police 
 

D4  

Command and Control Techniques of Fire Department Services: 
Topics to Reflect Upon Prior, During and After an Incident 
Sgt. Brian K. Blomstrom, Greenville Department of Public Safety  
Steve VanHolstyn, Ionia County Central Dispatch  
 

8:00 AM – 9:50 AM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (2 HOUR SESSIONS) 

E1 
Chemical Warfare Response 
Master Sgt. William Bennett, 51st Civil Support Team  
 

E2  

Understanding and Responding to the Suicidal 
Kathryn Lewis Ginebaugh and Karen VanDeusen, Psy.D., LMSW, 
ACSW, Western Michigan University  
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E3 

On the Road: Transportation and Responder Safety 
Phil Wagner, 1-800-BoardUp  
Angie Kremer, Eileen Phifer, and Connie Vallier, Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) 
 

E4 
Psychological First Aid 
Eric Klingensmith, Grand Valley State University   
 

10:10 AM – 12:10 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (2 HOUR SESSIONS) 

E5 
The Bio-threat 
1st Lt. Victoria Allard, 51st Civil Support Team  
 

E6 

Survival in the Hot Zone 
Joseph (Rudy) Walsdorf, Emergency Management & Homeland 
Security Training Center 
Dan Witwer, City of Grand Rapids Fire Department 
 

E7 
Flooding - What You Really Need to Know 
Tim Fagan and Jamie Tran, Belfor Property Restoration  
 

E8 

Bomb Threat Assessment Tool for Schools  
Spl/Sgt. Daniel Collard, Tpr. Ryan Aper, and Mary Drew, Michigan 
Department of State Police    
 

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (4 HOUR SESSIONS) 

D5 

Response Sense Tactics – “Protecting America One Citizen at a 
Time” 
Melissa R. Gladieux, Henry Ford Macomb Hospitals 
Brian Pontillo, Sidekicks Martial Arts Studio, Inc.  
 

D6 
Water Rescue  
Andy Leahy and Adam Ferrel, City of Dearborn  
 

D7 

Rope Rescue Awareness and Rescue Demonstration 
Lieutenant Andy Doornbos, Grand Traverse Metro Fire 
Captain Theo Weber, Traverse City Fire 
 

D8 

First Observer (TM): Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) Anti-Terrorism Domain Awareness Program 
Mark Messina, U.S. Transportation Security Administration  
 

1:00 PM – 2:50 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (2 HOUR SESSIONS) 

E9 
Radiological Dispersion Device Response 
Sgt. 1st Class David Holmden, 51st Civil Support Team   
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E10 

Higher Education: Best Practices in Event Management and 
Behavioral Review Team and Intervention Strategies 
Lt. Jennifer Brown, Michigan State University Police Department  
Capt. Brandon DeHaan and Eric Klingensmith, Grand Valley State 
University 
 

E11 
Social Media – 101 
James Buttleman, Mecosta County Emergency Management  
 

E12 

Incident Action Plan  
Gregg Ginebaugh, City of Kentwood Fire Department  
Dirk Ubbink, Wyoming Fire Department 
 

E13 

Meth Labs 
J. David Feichtner, Farmington Hills Fire Department  
Tony Garcia, Michigan Department of State Police 
 

3:10 PM - 5:00 PM WORKSHOPS IN SESSION (2 HOUR SESSIONS) 

E14 
Nuclear Hazards 
Sgt. 1st Class David Holmden, 51st Civil Support Team   
 

E15 

Readiness-to-Respond Training 
Bruce VanOtteren, Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) Emergency Management 
Sgt. Jennifer Wolf, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
Jeff Lippert, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Dan Capone, EPA START Contractor (Weston Solutions Inc.) 
 

E16 
Flooding - What You Really Need to Know 
Tim Fagan and Jamie Tran, Belfor Property Restoration  
 

E17 
Local State of Emergency and State Declaration Processes 
Doran Duckworth, Michigan Department of State Police  
 

E18 

CBRNE Defensive Operations for Health Care – Refresher  
J. David Feichtner, Farmington Hills Fire Department and Emergency 
Management & Homeland Security Training Center (EMHSTC)  
 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Awards Banquet (Pre-registration required) 
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Wednesday, October 12, 2011 
 
7:00 AM –  8:30 AM Breakfast  

7:30 AM – 9:30 AM Information Desk Open 

8:00 AM – 11:30 AM General Session   

 

 
Emergency Preparedness Organizations: Japan’s Fukushima 
Dai'ichi Nuclear Plant Changes Everything 
Mr. Bill Chambers, D.C. Cook Nuclear Plant  
 
Joplin Response and Recovery 
Dr. Robert Dodson, St. Johns Medical Center  
 

11:30 AM Adjourn 
 
 

 
 
 


