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                 Captain’s Corner
                               Captain Robert R. Powers, Jr.

I am pleased to announce the winners of the 2007 Michigan Association of Chiefs
of Police (MACP) Award for Excellence in Commercial Vehicle Safety.

Ithaca Police Department (1 - 10 FTES)
Melvindale Police Department (11 - 35 FTES)
Novi Police Department (35 + FTES)
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office

This year’s winners will be honored at the MACP Winter Conference Awards
Banquet to be held on Thursday, February 7, 2008 in Grand Rapids.

Please join me in congratulating these agencies for their achievements and
commitment to enhancing commercial vehicle safety.

During 2007 there were a number of local law enforcement agencies throughout
Michigan that had officers successfully complete the Commercial Vehicle Safety
Alliance (CVSA) North American Standard (NAS) Inspection Training and
Certification.  There are currently 53 CVSA certified local/county officers
representing 32 different agencies.  To learn about CVSA and the North American
Standard Inspection Program you can access the CVSA website at www.cvsa.org.

There is still time to register to attend two very important and worthwhile traffic
safety events to be held in Michigan this winter:

The Michigan Truck Safety Symposium will be held at the Sheraton Hotel and
Conference Center in Lansing, February 19-20, 2008.  For details and to register
please go to www.truckingsafety.org or contact the Michigan Center for Truck
Safety at 517/321-1955.

The Michigan Traffic Safety Summit willl be held at the Kellogg Center Hotel and
Conference Center in East Lansing, March 11-13, 2008.  For details and to register
please go to www.michigan.gov/ohsp or contact the Office of Highway Safety
Planning at 517/333-5325.

In closing I want to wish everyone a safe, prosperous, and productive 2008.  I
hope to see you at the above events.
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Suggestions  or comments should be submitted to Lt. David Ford, 517-336-6449, Fax 517-333-4414, email forddw@michigan.gov
Check us on the web!  www.michigan.gov/msp.  You will find us under “Specialized Divisions.”
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INSPECTIONS
Load Securement
The USDOT/ FMCSA has issued a new policy regarding the securement of square bales of hay or straw.  The policy
permits the securement of square bales that satisfies the “equivalent means of securement” requirements found in
Section 392.102(c).

The square bales must be loaded in a pattern that interlocks adjacent square bales together to “unitize”
the load such that the individual bales effectively act as a single unit.

When the square bales are unitized by loading them in the interlocking patterns, the following tie down requirements
apply:

Trucks or trailers 32 feet or less in length require the use of a minimum of one lateral (side-to-side) tie down placed in
the approximate center of the length of a truck or trailer.

Trucks or trailers greater than 32 feet in length require the use of a minimum of two lateral tie downs (side-to-side)
which must be positioned at approximately one-third and two-thirds the length of the truck or trailer.

The pictures below further explain the lateral strap placement required under the new policy.  The Michigan State
Police Traffic Safety Division is honoring the FMCSA policy.

Unitized Load
(Inter-locking Bales)

                                                                    

                                                                    Center                                             Center
                                                                Lateral Strap                                   Lateral Strap
                                                                  Placement                                      Placement

Provided the length of each of the trailers does not exceed 32 feet, the lateral strap placement shown
meets the requirements set for trucks or trailers in FMCSR Section 392.102(c) equivalent means of
securement.
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INSPECTIONS CONTINUED
Unitized Load

(Inter-locking Bales)

                                      

                                                                                                                      1/3     2/3
       Lateral Strap

                                                                                                                     Placement

     The lateral strap placement shown meets the requirement for trucks or trailers exceeding 32 feet
       in length.  The two straps are required by the new policy to be placed 1/3 of the load back and
       2/3 of the load back.

In both cases above, the aggregate working load limit requirements (Section 393.106(d)) must also be met.

For loads of square bales of hay or straw that are not unitized by the interlocking methods,  the tie downs must comply
with all the cargo securement provisions of Sections 393.100-114.

VEHICLE CODE

Registration Certificates

As of November 19, 2007, Act 300 Section 257.223 requiring the owner of a vehicle to sign their vehicle registration has
been amended to remove that requirement (including commercial vehicle registrations).

However, when registering a CMV, states are required to ensure that registrants declare their knowledge of applicable
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, Hazardous Materials Regulations, or compatible State laws at time of registration.
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 VEHICLE CODE CONTINUED
The Secretary of State has redesigned the reverse side of the commercial vehicle registration document.  This is
the new document:

Commercial Vehicles Only - Signature Required

                                                                                   X                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                X                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                X                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                X                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                X                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

If an elected gross vehicle weight is selected, I declare this vehicle will not
exceed that weight.  I further certify if I operate or employ persons to
operate this commercial vehicle, the operator will be knowledgeable of the
Federal and State motor carrier safety regulations including hazardous
materials regulations.

     Owner’s Signature

The statement “Present this registration when transferring this license plate to another vehicle” will appear on the
bottom.

It will also explain that this registration and your current Certificate of Michigan No-Fault Insurance must be carried
in the vehicle or by the driver.  Both must be presented upon request of a police officer.  It is not a violation
of Michigan Statute for an owner to fail to sign the CMV certification statement.

SIZE AND WEIGHT

Measuring wheelbase on semi-trailers longer than 50’

                                              Measurement Points

                                                                                       9”                                 4”

               Kingpin Location                          Midpoint of Assembly

Act 300 Section 257.719(3)(a) dictates that semi trailers of all kinds longer than 50’ shall have a wheelbase of 37.5
to 40.5, feet plus or minus 0.5 feet, measured from the kingpin coupling device to the center of the rear axle or the
center of the rear axle assembly.

The term “rear axle assembly” is not defined in statute; therefore, when measuring for the wheelbase requirement, all
officers should measure in the following manner:



REMINDERS

•
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The nominee may be any CMV driver involved in a motor vehicle crash whose life was saved or
injuries significantly reduced because of the use of a safety belt;

The crash must have occurred within 12 months of nomination;

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                SIZE AND WEIGHT CONTINUED

If the semi-trailer has a single axle, the measurement shall be taken from the kingpin coupling to the center of the axle.
If the semi-trailer has two or three axles, the measurement shall be taken from the kingpin coupling to the center of the
rear axle assembly.

The center of the rear axle assembly shall be determined by measuring from the center of the first axle in the
assembly to the center of the last axle in the assembly, then dividing that measurement by 2.  That point is the center
of the assembly.

For the purposes of enforcement of this provision of law, the distance separating the axles in an assembly shall not be
considered.  An assembly may consist of axles more than 9’ apart.

An air axle in the up position shall not be included in any measurements for the purposes of enforcement of this
provision of law.

CVSA Launches “Saved by the Belt” Award Program

The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) recently launched a new “Saved by the Belt” Award Program to
recognize commercial motor vehicle (CMV) drivers whose lives were saved or injuries were significantly reduced as a
result of their wearing safety belts.

According to the CVSA, each year hundreds of CMV drivers are killed in large truck-related crashes, and nearly half
of them could have been saved if they had buckled their safety belt.  Stephen Keppler, CVSA’s Director of Policy and
Programs, said the new program was created to emphasize safety belt use by CMV drivers and to use these drivers
as role models for safety belt use for their peers and their families.

To be eligible to receive the “Saved by the Belt” Award, drivers must meet all of the following criteria:

•

• The nominee must be using a safety belt in the proper manner; and

•   The nominee may not be the driver of the “at-fault” vehicle in the crash.
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Anyone may nominate a person by submitting a completed nomination form and a brief narrative of the crash, along
with the collision or incident report and other supporting documents, and indicate why the nominee should be considered
for the award.  The completed form must be signed by the nominating person and company official.  The nominating
person can be any member of the public, a law enforcement officer or a CMV driver.  After applications are approved,
an official certificate of recognition, lapel pin and decal will be awarded.

The CVSA also has available for purchase a safety belt brochure and poster and a CD-ROM training program, entitled
Increasing Safety Belt Use in Your Company, which explains how to develop a company safety belt program.  To order
any of these materials, visit the CVSA website at www.cvsa.org.  For more information on the “Saved by the Belt”
Program, contact Stephen Keppler at CVSA at (202) 775-1623, fax (202)775-1624, or visit CVSA’s website at
www.cvsa.org.

Logbook Rules
On December 11, 2007, the FMCSA announced the retention of the 11 and 14 hour rules as well as the 34 hour restart
and the 10 hour off-duty requirements.  FMCSA Director John Hill cited findings of a crash causation study involving
CMVs which showed that crash rates have gone unchanged since the 2004 rule changes.  The current hours of service
rules will stay in effect indefinitely.

MPSC Enforcement
The Michigan Public Service Commission Motor Carrier, Energy Grants and Information Division, has requested that
enforcement of the 2008 MPSC decal display requirement for intrastate motor carriers be delayed until February 4,
2008.  This includes the intrastate household goods carriers recently required to obtain a decal.

Use of a Signal when Changing Lanes

REMINDERS CONTINUED

The Michigan Court of Appeals has clarified the language in MCL 257.648 requiring the use of a signal when changing
lanes, or “turning from a direct line.”  The ruling confirms the requirement to use a turn signal when changing lanes on
a highway, noting that the language is not unconstitutionally vague.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


