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• Crime Statistics and Their Proper Uses

• Statewide Crime Statistical Reports

• Statistical Reports for MSP

• Statistical Reports for Local Police Departments and 
 Sheriffs Office’s



Crime statistics serve many purposes and are used in 
many ways. Crime statistics provide law enforcement 
with timely and accurate data for use in:

• Budget Formulation
• Planning
• Resource Allocation
• Assessment of Police Operations and Crime Trends

• Legislators draft anti‐crime measures using the research findings  
and recommendations of law enforcement administrators, Planners, 
and Public and Private entities concerned with the problem of crime.

• The news media use crime statistics to inform the public about
the state of crime.



When comparing your Jurisdiction/City crime 
statistics to other Jurisdictions/Cities crime statistics 
keep these factors in mind.

• Population Density and Degree of Urbanization of the Locality
• The number of residents versus the “Policing Population”

 

i.e.,     
Residents plus daily Commuters, Transients, Tourists, Shoppers etc.

• Economic Conditions: Unemployment, Foreclosure
Rates/Vacant Property

• Modes of Transportation and Highway Systems
• Cultural and Family Conditions with Respect to Divorce and
Family Cohesiveness

• The attitudes of a jurisdiction’s citizenry toward crime and crime reporting are
known to have an effect on the number of crimes coming to the attention of law
enforcement.



Opportunity Theory Cohen and Felson
 

(1979)
Cohen and Felson

 
assume that crime is an event involving:

• A Motivated Offender
• A Suitable Target (Victim, Objects)
• The Absence of a Capable Guardian

City of Detroit Example
There are 6,855 people per square mile in the city of Detroit with much of the population 
lacking an education above the 9th grade, or even the ability to read and write at an adult 
level. The combination of an under educated population with extreme unemployment located 
in a close proximity creates an environment for desperation, alcohol and drug abuse and, 
consequently, a high crime rate.  In Detroit there are many desperate motivated offenders in 
close proximity to suitable targets that lack capable guardians (police, locks, fences etc.). 
When these three elements come together in time and space, a great deal of opportunity for 
crime is created.  In Detroit, not only are young poor males likely to be offenders, but they 
are also likely to be victims, which leads to a vicious circle of violent crime within the city. 



Michigan Statewide Crime Reports 2008

Ad‐Hoc reports can be found at www.Michigan.gov/MSP

 

under 

 
Publications, Forms & Statistics/Statistical Information/Crime 

 
Statistics/Other Crime Statistical Reports

http://www.michigan.gov/MSP


• Michigan 

 
reported a total of 

 
573 Murders

• Firearms were 

 
used in 70% of 

 
Michigan Murders

• The average age of 

 
Murder victims was 

 
roughly 32 years old.

• Michigan reported 

 
68 Murders in the 

 
month of July



• 80% of all Murders 

 
took place in either 

 
Highway/Road/
Alley’s or Residence
/Homes.

• Nearly 49% of all 

 
Murders took place 

 
Between Saturday 

 
and Monday.

• All agencies in 

 
Michigan cleared 

 
28.2% of 2008 

 
Michigan Murders.



• Michigan reported a 

 
total of 33,105 
Aggravated Assaults.

• A firearm was used 

 
in 25.6% of all  

 
Aggravated Assaults.

• 3,333 Aggravated 

 
Assaults took place in 

 
the 3rd

 

Quarter July‐

 
Sept.



• 79% of Aggravated 

 
Assaults took place in 

 
Residence/Homes or 

 
Highways/Roads/Alleys

• Aggravated Assaults 

 
declined by nearly 

 
10% from 2005 to 

 
2008.

• 18% of Aggravated 

 
Assault victims were  

 
acquainted with the 

 
offenders.



• Nearly 50% of 

 
Aggravated Assault 

 
arrestees were 

 
charged with  Family‐

 
Other Weapon or 

 
Non‐Family‐Other 

 
Weapon.

• All agencies in the 

 
State of Michigan 

 
cleared 35.7% of 

 
Aggravated 

 
Assaults.



Michigan State Police Crime Reports 



• With the help of 

 
State Troopers 

 
the total offenses 

 
in Benton Harbor 

 
declined by 62% 

 
from 2003‐2008.

• The City of Flints 

 
unemployment 

 
percentage soared 

 
above 20% in 2008.
Subsequently the City 

 
was also forced to let 

 
go of at least 60 Police 

 
officers



• Muskegon Heights 

 
averaged 3,746 

 
offenses per year 

 
from 2003 to 2008 

 
with a population of 

 
just 11,500

• Pontiac reported a 

 
decrease of 38% 

 
from 2003 to 2008.



• In 2008 the 

 
Michigan State 

 
Police reported 

 
50% more offenses 

 
than in 2003.



• Obstructing Justice made 

 
up 14.7%, Violation of 

 
Controlled Substance 

 
made up 12.6%, and 

 
OUIL/D made up 7.8% of 

 
all the 75,583 offenses 

 
handled by MSP

• MSP handled 32.2% of 

 
Conservation, 30.4% of 

 
Narcotic Equipment and 

 
23.1% of Hit & Run Motor 

 
Vehicle Accidents 

 
statewide .



• Damage to Property 

 
made up 9.6%, Non‐

 
Aggravated Assault 

 
made up 9.5% and 

 
Larceny‐Other made up 

 
7.2% of all of the 

 
717,870 offenses 

 
handled by local Police 

 
Departments.

• Local Police 

 
Departments handled 

 
95.4% of Robbery, 91% 

 
of Motor Vehicle Thefts 

 
and 88.6% of Larceny‐

 
Theft of Motor Vehicle 

 
Parts/Accessories 

 
statewide.



• Obstructing Justice 

 
made up 16.4%, Non‐

 
Aggravated Assault 

 
made up 8.8% and 

 
Damage to Property 

 
made up 8.1% of all of 

 
the 187,503 offenses 

 
handled by Sheriff 

 
Departments.

• Sheriff Departments 

 
handled 39% of 

 
Obstructing Justice, 

 
27.6% of Health and 

 
Safety and 24.9% of 

 
OUIL/D statewide.



Local Police Departments and Sheriffs Office 
 Ad‐Hoc Reporting





• All offense file 

 
classes with Yellow 

 
indicating a 

 
downward crime 

 
trend and Orange 

 
represents an 

 
upward crime trend. 

• Normal Range of 

 
crime based on an 

 
average and standard 

 
deviation.



• Grand Traverse 

 
County reported a 

 
45% increase in 

 
Motor Vehicle Thefts 

 
in 2008. 

• Grand Traverse 

 
County reported a 

 
decrease of 17% in 

 
Fraud‐Bad Checks



• Grand Traverse 

 
County reported 

 
a 10% decrease 

 
of total offenses 

 
from 2007‐2008.



• Grand Traverse 
County reported 
a 17% decrease 
in Violent crime 
and a 3.4% 
decrease in 
Property crime.



Using Crime Data to Identify a Crime Series

• A crime series is a run of similar crimes committed by the same individual/s
against one or various victim targets.

• Threshold Method asks: What is normal? What is happening now?
How does what is happening now compare to what is normal?





Contact MiCJIN

 

help desk at 1‐877‐264‐2546 if 

 
you don’t have access.









The “Choose Report”

 

dropdown 

 
will give a list of the available 

 
reports.

Select the “Reports”

 

Tab



Select the “Report Type”

 

you want, i.e.
Individual Jurisdiction, County Totals, etc. 



Let’s select Report 01, 
Report Type 1‐Individual Jurisdiction:  
If you choose December as the month, you will be 

 
able to get Year‐to‐Date totals by selecting the 

 
YEAR

 

option as your DATEFLAG.  Or if you choose 

 
June, you will receive a 6 month total. 

It will give you totals through the end of that month 

 
you are selecting as long as you select YEAR as your 

 
DATEFLAG.  If you want just that month’s 

 
information, select MONTH as your DATEFLAG. 



• This report lists the number of incidents, incidents 
 cleared by arrest, or exceptionally cleared, and 

 what the agency’s clearance rate is for each file 
 class.

• It only counts the highest crime within the incident 
 where multiple offenses are reported. 

• You can also see the number of incidents that were 
 reported for the prior year and the percentage of 

 change.







This report lists all of the offenses reported to MICR by 

 
the law enforcement agencies.  This includes any 

 
incident that has multiple offenses. 

You can request monthly totals as well as a YTD totals 

 
just like we did with the MICR1 report.. 

Once this report is created, you will receive the response 

 
at the top of the screen.  Select the “View Reports”

 

tab 

 
to actually view the report.



• MICR 6 report is the Summary Report of Year‐To‐Date 

 Arrests.  This report does not include multiple arrests.  If an 

 individual is arrested for multiple incidents, the arrest can 

 only be counted for one of those incidents and then the 

 agency must enter a “M”

 
for the remaining incidents.

• MICR 10 report is the Law Enforcement Officers Killed or 

 Assaulted report.
• MICR 11 report can give you a detailed list of the incidents 

 that MICR has received.
• MICR 15 report will give you the total number of victims, for 

 the highest crime within a multiple offense incident, by file 

 class.  



http://www.michigan.gov/msp

http://www.michigan.gov/msp


http://michigan.gov/cjic

http://michigan.gov/cjic


http://www.mi-dex.org

http://www.mi-dex.org/Index.htm


Michigan State Police

Reporting and Analysis Division

Wendy Easterbrook, Crime Analyst

(517) 241‐1875

easterw@michigan.gov
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