Michigan School Safety Commission  
Minutes – January 8, 2020 
 
The third meeting of the Michigan School Safety Commission was held on Wednesday, January 8, 2020, at 7150 Harris Drive, Dimondale, Michigan.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske.  Roll call was taken by Ms. Lindsey Holden. 
 
The following commission members were present:  
· Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske, on behalf of the Michigan State Police (MSP) 
· Mr. Kyle Guerrant, on behalf of Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
· Ms. Elizabeth Hertel, on behalf of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
· Mr. Larry Johnson 
· Mr. David Forystek 
· Mr. Rick Joseph 
· Ms. Patricia Kovacs 
· Mr. Nicholas Dent was present on the phone 
· Ms. Elizabeth Newell was present on the phone 
· Mr. Brian Gard was present on the phone 
 
Staff Present: 
· Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett 
· Ms. Lindsey Holden 
· Spl/Lt. E. Scott Seida 
 
The following guests were present: 
· D/Lt. Scott Layman, MSP, OK2SAY 
· Mr. Tim Bourgeois, MSP, MCOLES 
· Ms. Tammy Blackburn, MSP, EMHSD 
 
Approval of October 17, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2019 meeting minutes were reviewed. Ms. Newell asked that the minutes reflect she proposed for the commission to put immediate focus on Recommendation 26, as the MDE had begun this work through an ISF Model Demonstration project.  By virtue of working on Recommendation 26, Recommendation 29 will also be addressed.  
 
Ms. Bennett also asked the minutes to be revised to state that schools that do not report under PA 551 may not be eligible for future grant awards per the legislative language.  
 
Mr. Forystek motioned to approve the meeting minutes, as amended.  The motion was supported by Mr. Johnson and all were in favor.  The minutes were approved as amended. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Guerrant motioned to approve the meeting agenda.  The motion was supported by Ms. Kovacs and all were in favor.  The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
Old Business 
 
A. Office of School Safety – Ms. Bennett 
Ms. Bennett provided Commission members with an overview of the fiscal year 2020 first quarter School Incident Report.  Commission members were reminded this report is confidential and not subject to the Freedom of Information Act.  A small number of schools are submitting incident reports; members are concerned the reporting information is not getting to schools. A process of communication for schools is needed.      
 
A motion was made by Mr. Gard to add a total line at the bottom of the incident reporting form so the commission can see what is most prevalent for the schools reporting and use the information to further enhance safety measures. The motion was supported by Ms. Newell and all were in favor.  The motion passed as presented. 
 
B. Legation – Public Act 436 of 2018 Update – Mr. Guerrant 
Mr. Kyle Guerrant provided an overview of Public Act 436 of 2018 as well as an update regarding the efforts MDE has taken to educate schools about the requirements of this act.  This act requires school districts, intermediate school districts, and public school academies to certify that they have a school safety plan that has been adopted by their school board.  MDE sent communication to all schools explaining their responsibilities under this act and created an online certification tools for schools to use to check off that their plan meets the required criteria.  The deadline for schools to complete this certification was January 1, 2020.  As of January 8, 2020, of the 842 school districts, intermediate school districts, and public school academies in Michigan, 560 had completed the certification, five had submitted an amendment, and 108 had initiated the process. 
 
New Business 
 
A. MCOLES Update – Mr. Bourgeois 
Mr. Bourgeois reported recommendations 17 and 21 have been completed. Recommendations 18 and 19 require specific and ongoing training and would need legislative approval.  A motion was made by Mr. Forystek to recommend MCOLES move forward as they see fit, including the legislative process, as appropriate. The motion was supported by Mr. Johnson and all were in favor.  The motion passed as presented. 
 
Mr. Bourgeois provide an update on Public Act 552 of 2018. MCOLES will be providing active violence training to over 19,000 law enforcement members in Michigan. The training curriculum is in place, a funding stream has been secured, and hiring is in process.  
 
B. Office of School Safety – Ms. Bennett 
Ms. Bennett provided an overview on new school safety funding for fiscal year 2020. The appropriation included $10 million for public schools, school districts, and ISDs; non-public schools were not included in the appropriation.  The information was sent to schools January 6, 2020, along with deadlines. The information is available on the Office of School Safety’s website. 
 
Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett informed Commission members that the Office of School Safety received funding in the fiscal year 2020 budget.  The funding will provide for three positions that are in the process of being established now. 
 
Ms. Becker Bennett notified Commission members that the MSP Grants and Community Services Division applied for and received two federal Bureau of Justice Assistance school safety grants.  The first grant will be used to enhance the Office of School Safety to develop and formalize standards, policies, and training to reflect a holistic approach to addressing school violence; supporting the development of multidisciplinary intervention teams in schools; and support local schools and districts conducting threat assessments.  The second grant is the School Violence Mental Health Grant which will involve a partnership with MDE to develop and provide a mental health education and training program to students and faculty.  Both grants provide funding for 36 months. 
 
C. Dates for 2020 School Safety Commission Meetings 
Dates for the 2020 School Safety Commission meeting were included on the agenda and include April 30, 2020, July 30, 2020, and October 22, 2020. The meetings will be held at the MSP Headquarters; meeting room to be determined. 
 
D. OK2SAY Update – D/Lt. Scott Layman 
D/Lt. Scott Layman provided an overview of the OK2SAY program. The OK2SAY program is a student safety program which allows students to confidentially report tips on potential harm or criminal activities directed at school students, school employees, and schools.  It uses a comprehensive communication system to facilitate tip sharing among students, parents, school personnel, community mental health service programs, the MDHHS, and law enforcement officials about harmful behaviors that threaten to disrupt the learning environment.   
 
During 2019 OK2SAY received 7,700 tips. Top five tips categories included suicide, bullying, illegal substances, other, and self-harm. The top five categories have remained unchanged over the last three years. 
 
Public Act 670 of 2018 requires schools to at least biannually, provide the Michigan State Police with current emergency contact information for at least one school official to ensure that a school official is able to receive information from the OK2SAY program.  The emergency after-hours contact information is kept confidential and accessed only if there is an after-hours emergency involving imminent danger to the safety or well-being of a student. Of the 2,284 school buildings in Michigan, contacts have been received from 1,261.  
 
E. Homeland Security Conference – Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske 
Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske introduced Ms. Blackburn from EMHSD. Ms. Blackburn reviewed the school track of the Homeland Security Conference that will take place May 5-7, 2020 (school track May 6, 2020) at the DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. Ms. Blackburn also mentioned the first 300 people to register for the school track will have their registration fee waived.  
 
Public Comments 
No public comment. 
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Forystek moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was supported by Ms. Kovacs.  The motion was approved by all.  The meeting adjourned at 3:46 p.m.  
 

