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EMERGENCY TELEPHONE SERVICE COMMITTEE


Sheraton Lansing Hotel


Lansing, Michigan





June 18, 1998


10:00 a.m.





MEMBERS PRESENT�
REPRESENTING�
�
James Bolger �
Department of State Police�
�
Steve Boyer�
Department of Consumer & Industry Services�
�
David DeVries�
Michigan State Police Troopers Association�
�
Richard Germond�
Michigan Sheriff’s Association�
�
Jennifer Greenburg, representing David Green�
Telecommunications Association of Michigan�
�
James Hull�
Deputy Sheriff’s Association�
�
Catherine McCormick�
Associated Public Safety Communications Officers�
�
Nate McClure�
National Emergency Number Association�
�
Marilyn Moore, representing John Strand�
Public Service Commission�
�
Gordon Neihardt�
Public Member, Senate Appointed�
�
Paul Rogers�
Michigan Communications Directors Association�
�
Robert Struck�
UP Emergency Medical Service Corp.�
�
Stephen Todd�
Public Member, House Appointed�
�






MEMBERS ABSENT�
REPRESENTING�
�
Jack Brown �
Fraternal Order of Police�
�
John Hunt�
Public Member, Governor Appointed�
�
Jere Michaels�
Michigan Association of Counties�
�
Daniel Robinson�
Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police�
�
Vacant �
Michigan Fire Chief’s Association�
�






The meeting was convened by Lt. Colonel Bolger at 10:00 a.m.








ETSC MEMBERSHIP





House Bill 5289, sponsored by Rep. Ilona Varga, was approved by Governor Engler on June 10, 1998, and was assigned PA 122’98 with immediate effect.  This bill adds three seats to the Emergency Telephone Service Committee--the president of the Michigan State Firefighters Union or his/her representative; the president of the Michigan Communications Directors Association (MCDA) or his/her representative; and one representative of the commercial mobile radio service, to be appointed by the Governor.  





Mr. Paul Rogers, president of the MCDA, will serve as the MCDA representative to the ETSC 


and attended this meeting in this capacity.  Mr. Rogers has been a regular attendee of ETSC meetings and has been actively involved in the Committee’s E9-1-1 legislative effort over the past year.





Representatives from the Michigan State Firefighters Union and the commercial mobile radio service (CMRS) will be added to the committee when they are named.  Representative Varga’s office has been contacted and asked to assist in identifying the individual who will represent the firefighters union.  A letter will be sent from the ETSC chair to CMRS suppliers asking them to provide Lt. Colonel Bolger with the names of possible nominees for their seat.  These names will be forwarded to the Governor for his consideration.





Lt. Colonel Bolger advised that Chief Douglas Schweitzer has resigned as the Michigan Fire Chiefs Association representative to the ETSC.  This seat will remain vacant until the Association selects a replacement for Chief Schweitzer.





It was agreed by committee members that for purposes of any votes taken at this meeting, the committee membership will total 17 (20 members minus the three vacant seats).





APPROVAL OF APRIL 21, 1998, MINUTES





MOTION by Mr. Neihardt, supported by Mr. McClure, to approve the minutes of the April 21, 1998, ETSC meeting.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.








UPDATES





A.	REPORT OF THE CHAIR





Year 2000 Compliance





All primary public safety answering points (PSAPs) must take the necessary steps now to ensure their systems are Year 2000 Compliant.  Mr. Rogers will take this message back to his membership, and copies of these minutes will be distributed to all PSAP directors as an additional reminder.





1998 ETSC Update Report





It was reported earlier that the final 1998 ETSC Update Report would be published in June to allow for the inclusion of any new 9-1-1 legislation.  The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) has since advised that it anticipates receiving updated 9-1-1 surcharge information by the end of July or early August.  Therefore, the 1998 Update Report will be published in August once this information is available.  Since this surcharge information is updated annually in July, publication of the ETSC Update Report will be permanently changed to August each year.





Michigan Law Enforcement Officers Training Council





The Michigan Law Enforcement Officers Training Council is being renamed the Commission on Law Enforcement Standards.  Mr. John Courie was recently hired to serve as the Commission’s executive director, replacing Mr. Patrick Judge upon his retirement.








B.	LEGISLATIVE ACTION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT





Lt. Colonel Bolger provided a brief update on the status of the proposed legislative amendments dealing with wireless enhanced 9-1-1 service and FCC Docket 94-102.  Politics have played a more significant role in this process than was first anticipated.





�
As indicated above, House Bill 5289 has been passed and signed into law.  This bill was not tie�barred to the other three bills as was originally intended.  In addition to adding three members to the ETSC, the bill also adds a firefighter to the emergency telephone district board.  The county commission is responsible for selecting the firefighter (which may be the fire chief) to serve in this role.  





It took four Judiciary Committee hearings to address Senate Bills 1009 and 1010.  The major point of discussion centered around the City of Southfield vs. Ameritech case involving address verification and immunity.  Eventually, language was drafted which was acceptable to both the MPSC and the service industry.  Both bills were passed by the Senate on June 11, 1998.  SB 1009 was passed unanimously and SB 1010 passed with one dissenting vote.  Senator Peters voted against the bill, stating his continuing concerns about address verification.





The current version of SB 1010 does not include the following language which the ETSC recommended be added to Section 303, 2 (b):  “Emergency medical services issues not covered in the 9-1-1 service plan shall be referred to the medical control authority as prescribed in Part 209 of the Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.20901 to 333.20979.”  A second proposal that read, “Dispatching of emergency medical services not covered . . .” was also rejected.  This language was deleted in response to objections raised by ambulance service representatives that it would interfere with the closest car concept and, therefore, impact the safety of citizens.  The original intent of this language was to reinforce the Attorney General’s guidelines and the ETSC policy that if a 9-1-1 plan doesn’t address how dispatching is to be handled, disagreements are to be resolved by the medical control authority.  Lt. Colonel Bolger will discuss this issue with House members to see if the issue can be clarified.  If not, the original language will remain.





House Bill 5653, which provides the funding mechanism for cost recovery, is currently in the House Public Utilities Committee.  This committee discussed the bill at one hearing, where numerous questions were raised by committee members.  Considerable efforts have been made to address all questions and concerns, and several modifications to the bill are under discussion.  Committee members do not feel this is a pressing issue as they have received minimal contact from their constituents.  A second committee hearing on the bill is not anticipated until this fall.  Changes under discussion include:





Change sub-committee membership to the following:


1 CMRS provider from larger provider


1 MSP from ETSC to serve as subcommittee chair


1 CMRS from ETSC


1 MAC from ETSC


1 Entity not associated with the service supplier industry


(chair only votes in case of tie)





Include provision that the annual report to the Legislature will identify commercial applications that come from provider upgrades paid for with fees





Change proposed fee as follows:


$.005	wireless collection & billing


$.25	industry needs


$.10	county by county


$.10	county by population


$.015	training fund                                


$.47	Total Monthly Fee per Subscriber





�
The distribution of fees has been a point of continuing discussion.  Oakland County officials drafted a letter supporting distribution of fees based solely on population.  Lt. Colonel Bolger responded to this letter with an explanation of how the proposed allocation formula was developed and the rationale behind it.  Attendees were provided with copies of these letters.





In order for this legislative effort to be successful, it must have the united, strong, and vocal support of all interested parties, including counties, PSAPs, chiefs, sheriffs, and the service industry.  ETSC members and other interested parties are asked to contact their legislators over the coming summer months to express their support for the legislation.  Contacts should also be made with peers to inform them of this effort and ask for their support.  Concern was expressed 


at this meeting that county officials have not been sufficiently informed.  Lt. Colonel Bolger will contact the Michigan Association of Counties to voice this concern on behalf of the ETSC.  PSAP directors are asked to make contact with their officials.  Each group will be held accountable for educating their people.





A special ETSC meeting will be held on August 25 to prepare for the fall legislative session.  Lt. Colonel Bolger’s office will prepare a status information packet by July 20.





Lt. Colonel Bolger expressed his appreciation to all those individuals who have regularly attended the hearings and supported this effort.  





C.	CALL MANAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT





Tpr. David DeVries, subcommittee chair, provided a brief update on the subcommittee’s efforts.  Information is being gathered from areas which currently use call management.





At the last ETSC meeting, it was proposed that this subcommittee look at establishing a standardized call management policy for police pursuits.  Two bills are currently in the legislature dealing with this issue.  It was agreed that the legislative process should be allowed to take its course.  Local jurisdictions may put their own pursuit policies in place.  No further action will be taken by the ETSC or this subcommittee at this time.





D.	RING DELAY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT





Mr. Dave Green was unable to attend this meeting and no report was available.








ACTION





None.





PUBLIC COMMENT





Ms. Marsha Bianconi, executive director for the Conference of Western Wayne, provided an update on a lawsuit filed by the Wayne County Taxpayers Association, claiming that PA 29 was a violation of the Headlee Amendment.  On May 5 the Court of Appeals upheld the earlier ruling that PA 29 was not a violation of the Headlee Amendment.  The Taxpayers Association has until June 30 to file an appeal with the Supreme Court.





Mr. Harvey Becker, director of the Montcalm County Central Dispatch Authority, advised that his county’s 9-1-1 plan provides for revenue sharing with other jurisdictions.  However, the county cannot determine the appropriate distribution amounts as some CLECs will not provide information regarding the physical location of their customers.  Ms. Moore suggested Mr. Becker put his concerns in writing and forward them to her.  The MPSC will work with the county and the service providers to resolve the concerns.





Mr. Ed Rebman of McCartney and Company was asked by Mr. Paul Rogers if the annual accounting report can include the cost per month charged to customers.  This information was included in the report at one time, but was eliminated.  Mr. Rebman offered to pass this request along to the appropriate individuals.





NEXT MEETING





Tuesday, August 25, 1998, 10 a.m., in the lower level classroom of the Michigan State Police Training Academy, 7426 North Canal Road, Lansing, Michigan.





The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.





Approved:











_________________________________________


James B. Bolger, Chair


Emergency Telephone Service Committee
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