Michigan School Safety Commission  
Minutes – October 17, 2019 
 
The second meeting of the Michigan School Safety Commission was held on Thursday, October 17, 2019, at 7150 Harris Drive, Dimondale, Michigan.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske.  Roll call was taken by Ms. Chelsea Deckler. 
 
The following commission members were present: 
· Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske, on behalf of the Michigan State Police 
· Mr. Kyle Guerrant, on behalf of Michigan Department of Education 
· Ms. Elizabeth Hertel, on behalf of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
· Mr. Larry Johnson 
· Mr. David Forystek 
· Mr. Rick Joseph 
· Ms. Patricia Kovacs 
· Mr. Nicholas Dent was present on the phone 
· Ms. Elizabeth Newell was present on the phone 
· Mr. Brian Gard was present on the phone 
 
Staff Present: 
· Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett 
· Ms. Chelsea Deckler 
 
The following guests were present: 
· D/Lt. Scott Layman, Michigan State Police, OK2SAY 
· Ms. Mary Drew, Michigan Attorney General’s Office, OK2SAY 
· Ms. Bridget Cheney, Grand Rapids Public Schools 
· Mr. Dan DiBardino, Crime Stoppers of Michigan 
· Mr. Kevin Lavery, WKAR 
 
Approval of July 25 Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Larry Johnson motioned to approve the meeting minutes.  The motion was supported by Mr. David Forystek and all were in favor.  The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Ms. Patricia Kovacs motioned to approve the meeting agenda.  The motion was supported by Ms. Elizabeth Hertel and all were in favor.  The agenda was approved as presented, with a correction noted for the date of the July 25 meeting minutes. 
 
Old Business 
 
A. School Continuing Education Letter – Mr. Kyle Guerrant 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is drafting a letter to be sent to school administrators regarding continuing education credits for the 2019-2020 school year.  This letter is typically sent at the beginning of the school year, however, with the administration change the letter has been held up.  The goal is to have the letter completed and sent within the next two weeks. 
 
Lt. Colonel Kelenske proposed the Commission discuss recommending the MDE review and update administrative rules so that school safety training, planning, and exercising can be approved for professional development credits for renewing or possessing an educator certificate, district provided professional development, and state continuing education credit-hours.   
 
Commission members discussed this recommendation, as outlined in the 2018 Michigan School Safety Task Force Recommendations as Recommendation 20.  Mr. Larry Johnson made a motion to support this recommendation, Ms. Patricia Kovacs supported the motion, and all Commission members were in favor.  
Ms. Patricia Kovacs made a motion that the recommendation also include those in non-teaching roles, such as licensed school counselors.  Ms. Elizabeth Hertel supported the motion and all Commission members were in favor. 
 
B. Office of School Safety – Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett 
Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett provided Commission members with an overview of the fourth quarter School Incident Report.  Commission members were reminded this report is confidential and not subject to the Freedom of Information Act.  Only a small number of schools are currently reporting incidents.  Schools who do not report will not be eligible for future school safety grant funding.  
 
Ms. Becker Bennett also provided a copy of the letter sent to school administrators at the beginning of the school year reminding them about recent school safety legislation, requirements, recommendations, as well as links to more detailed information and resources.  This information was also made available on the Office of School Safety’s website. 
 
New Business 
 
A. Commission Priorities 
Lt. Colonel Kelenske asked Commission members if there is a particular recommendation from the 2018 School Safety Task Force Recommendations that the Commission should immediately put focus to.   
 
Mr. David Forystek made a motion to recommend that the OK2SAY program be adopted as the statewide tip line adopted by all schools and that schools should incorporate presentations into their curriculum.  This is summarized in Recommendations 12 and 13 from the afore mentioned report.  The motion was supported by Mr. Kyle Guerrant and all members were in favor. 
 
Mr. Rick Joseph motioned to recommend that all districts and schools should train all school staff on the signs and symptoms of common mental health concerns among children and youth as detailed in Recommendation 28.  The recommendation was supported by Mr. David Forystek and all members were in favor. 
 
Mr. Larry Johnson motioned for Recommendations 17-19 and 20-22 to be made a priority.  This motion was supported by David Forystek and all members were in support.  An update on these recommendations will be provided by the Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement at the next Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Larry Johnson motioned to task the Office of School Safety to work towards developing a steering committee and mechanism for the Office of School Safety to work with the identified School Safety Liaisons and to look at the best ways to disseminate information to schools regarding school safety.   
Ms. Patricia Kovacs supported the motion and all members were in favor.  
 
B. Office of School Safety Update – Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett 
Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett informed Commission members that the Office of School Safety received funding in the FY20 budget.  The funding will provide for three positions that are in the process of being established now. 
 
Ms. Becker Bennett notified Commission members that the MSP Grants and Community Services Division applied for and received two federal Bureau of Justice Assistance school safety grants.  The first grant will be used to enhance the Office of School Safety to develop and formalize standards, policies, and training to reflect a holistic approach to addressing school violence; supporting the development of multidisciplinary intervention teams in schools; and support local schools and districts conducting threat assessments.  The second grant is the School Violence Mental Health Grant which will involve a partnership with the Michigan Department of Education to develop and provide a mental health education and training program to students and faculty.  Both grants provide funding for 36 months. 
 
C. School Safety Liaison Structure 
Based on discussion and motions made earlier in the meeting covering this same topic, this agenda item was skipped. 
  
D. OK2SAY Update – D/Lt. Scott Layman 
D/Lt. Scott Layman provided an overview of the OK2SAY program and provided copies of the 2018 Annual Report to all attendees.  The OK2SAY program is a student safety program which allows students to confidentially report tips on potential harm or criminal activities directed at school students, school employees, and schools.  It uses a comprehensive communication system to facilitate tip sharing among students, parents, school personnel, community mental health service programs, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, and law enforcement officials about harmful behaviors that threaten to disrupt the learning environment.   
 
In 2018, tips increased more than 40 percent, generating nearly 6,500 tips.  Of those tips, 3,294 incidents were forwarded to school officials, 908 to law enforcement, and 322 to online resources, counseling, or crisis lines.  OK2SAY presenters conducted 2,800 seminars in 2018, reaching 270,721 students, parents, and community leaders. 
 
In 2018, the Legislature lifted the sunset on the public act that created the program, allowing it to continue to protect Michigan students and schools. 
 
Public Act 670 of 2018 requires schools to at least biannually, provide the Michigan State Police with current emergency contact information for at least one school official to ensure that a school official is able to receive information from the OK2SAY program.  The emergency after-hours contact information is kept confidential and accessed only if there is an after-hours emergency involving imminent danger to the safety or well-being of a student. 
 
E. Status of Public Act 436 of 2018 – Mr. Kyle Guerrant 
Mr. Kyle Guerrant provided an overview of Public Act 436 of 2018 as well as an update regarding the efforts MDE has taken to educate schools about the requirements of this act.  This act requires schools to certify that they have a school safety plan that has been adopted by their school board.  MDE sent communication to all schools explaining their responsibilities under this act and created an online certification tools for schools to use to check off that their plan meets the required criteria.  The deadline for schools to complete this certification is January 1, 2020.  Mr. Guerrant will provide an update at the January Commission meeting that will identify the number of schools who completed the certification. 
 
Public Comments 
Mr. Dan DiBardino requested information on how to locate the Emergency Operations Guideline and template, as well as the quick response action guides.  Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett provided instructions for educational institutions interested in these materials to email MSP-SchoolSafety@michigan.gov to request copies. 
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Kyle Guerrant moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was supported by Mr. Larry Johnson.  The motion was approved by all.  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.  
 
 

