


Michigan School Safety Commission 
Minutes – April 23, 2020

The fourth meeting of the Michigan School Safety Commission was held on Thursday, April 23, 2020. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the meeting was held via Microsoft Teams.  

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Lt. Col. Kelenske.  New commission members, Chief Plaga and Ms. Galbraith, were introduced by Lt. Col. Kelenske. Ms. Bennett introduced the new Office of School Safety staff members, Ms. O’Neal, Ms. Beattie, and Mr. Smith. Roll call was taken by Ms. Holden.

The following commission members were present via Microsoft Teams: 
· Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske, on behalf of the Michigan State Police (MSP)
· Chief Ken Plaga
· Ms. Justine Galbraith
· Mr. Larry Johnson
· Mr. Rick Joseph
· Ms. Patricia Kovacs
· Ms. Elizabeth Newell 
· Mr. Brian Gard 

Staff present via Microsoft Teams:
· Ms. Nancy Becker Bennett
· Ms. Lindsey Holden
· Spl/Lt. E. Scott Seida
· Ms. Logan O’Neal
· Ms. Beth Beattie
· Mr. Brandon Smith

The following guests were present via Microsoft Teams:
· D/Lt. Scott Layman, MSP, OK2SAY
· Mr. Tim Bourgeois, MSP, MCOLES

Approval of January 8, 2020 Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2020 meeting minutes were reviewed. Lt. Col. Kelenske requested the MCOLES update section of the minutes be revised to remove the wording ‘authority’.  

Mr. Johnson motioned to approve the meeting minutes, as amended.  The motion was supported by Ms. Kovacs and all were in favor.  The minutes were approved as amended.

Approval of Agenda
Ms. Newell requested that an update on Recommendation 26 be added to the agenda.  Mr. Johnson motioned to approve the meeting agenda, as amended.  The motion was supported by Chief Plaga and all were in favor.  The agenda was approved, as amended.

Old Business

A. Office of School Safety – Lt. Colonel Kelenske
Incident Report - Due to confidentially of the information included in the incident report, the report was not sent electronically to members. Members were asked to contact Ms. Bennett directly with questions or to request specific information.

New Business

A. Office of School Safety – Ms. Bennett
Ms. Bennett provided an overview on new school safety funding for fiscal year 2020. The appropriation included $10 million for public schools, school districts, and ISDs; non-public schools were not included as eligible applicants in the appropriation.  The application was released February 1, 2020 with a deadline of March 31, 2020. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the application deadline was extended to April 15, 2020. The review committee met on April 21, 2020 to discuss the 190 applications that were received requesting a total of $21 million. Per appropriation language, grant awards must be announced by May 1, 2020. 

Lt. Colonel Kelenske discussed Public Act 45 of 2020 and previous issues. A copy of Public Act 45 of 2020 will be sent to commission members for review. 

B. MCOLES Update – Mr. Bourgeois
Mr. Bourgeois reported recommendations 17 and 21 have been completed. Recommendations 18 and 19 require specific and ongoing training and would need legislative approval.  Lt. Colonel Kelenske will write letter on behalf of the School Safety Commission in support of MCOLES moving forward with recommendations 18 and 19 and send to Mr. Bourgeois.

Mr. Bourgeois provide an update on Public Act 552 of 2018. MCOLES will be providing active violence training to over 19,000 law enforcement members in Michigan. The training curriculum is in place, a funding stream has been secured, and hiring was in process until the recent hiring freeze for the state of Michigan. The training academy is currently providing the training through the basic academy. At this time, MCOLES is understaffed and there may be delays completing recommendations.   

C. OK2SAY Update – D/Lt. Scott Layman
D/Lt. Scott Layman presented OK2SAY tip information to commission members. For the time period of January 1, 2020 through April 22, 2020, OK2SAY received 2,170 tips. January and February 2020 saw an increase in tips from 2019 and April is seeing an approximate 50 percent drop in tips with schools being closed due to COVID-19 restrictions. The top three tip categories include suicide, bullying, and illegal substances; these categories have remained unchanged over the last three years. Of the six OK2SAY staff members, four had moved to other employment and luckily the new staff members were hired prior to the state of Michigan hiring freeze and are currently being trained.

D. Homeland Security Conference – Lt. Col. Chris Kelenske
[bookmark: _Hlk38631051]The Homeland Security Conference originally scheduled for May 5-7, 2020 has been rescheduled for July 7-8, 2020 at the DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. Even with the two day agenda instead of the original three days, there will still be a school track.  Registration information can be found on the MSP website.  

E. Recommendation 26 – Ms. Elizabeth Newell
Ms. Newell updated members on progress regarding expanding the use of an Interconnected Systems Framework (ISF) bringing together Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and School Mental Health (SMH) systems to improve academic and behavioral health outcomes for all children and youth. MDE has moved forward with an ISF Model Demonstration project; the intent of the model demonstration is for MDE and the MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center to collaborate with ISF experts from the National Technical Assistance Center on PBIS and local LEAs to learn how to effectively integrate PBIS and mental health in Michigan.  MDE has selected two districts and their respective ISDs as partners in this work, Hazel Park and Central Montcalm. The data collected will drive further decisions and recommendations to the field.  

Public Comments
No public comment.
	
Adjournment
Mr. Joseph moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was supported by Mr. Johnson.  The motion was approved by all.  The meeting adjourned at 2:48 p.m. 
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