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MLTA among 1st in nation to partner 
with SAFE Action Project 

Lodging industry works to eliminate child exploitation  
 
MACKINAC ISLAND, Mich. -- Michigan’s lodging and tourism industry took a bold step forward to 

combat the commercial exploitation of children in partnership with the national Safeguarding 

Adolescents From Exploitation (SAFE) Action Project. 

 Michigan Lodging & Tourism Association's (MLTA) Board of Directors approved the 

effort Sept. 15 during its quarterly meeting. Michigan becomes the third state to join the 

initiative developed by the Sandra Day O’Connor Institute. 

 "As an industry, we recognize the  sexual exploitation of children is a tremendous and 

grave concern," said Dave Clouse, CHA, MLTA Board chair and general manager of the Quality 

Inn Forward Conference Center in West Branch. "Because these heinous crimes can take place in 

hotels, motels and resorts, we become unwitting victims as well. Training our staff can help 

identify and prosecute the perpetrators and save these children." 

The SAFE Action Project is a hospitality training program to elevate awareness and 

action within the industry to end human trafficking and the commercial exploitation of children. 



Through specialized trainings, videos, presentations and community collaborations, the project 

provides hospitality industry staff with knowledge and skills to recognize and report potential 

sex trafficking situations. 

"Our members are 100 percent committed to safeguarding children from this horrific 

crime," said Steve Yencich, MLTA president and CEO. "We will do everything within our power to 

end the exploitation of children in Michigan so that our great state continues to be a safe travel 

destination for everyone." 

 Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) occurs when a child is involved in a 

commercial sex act. Due to the crime's hidden nature, it is difficult to quantify the actual 

number of victimized children. Anti-trafficking experts estimate between 100,000-300,000 

children could be at risk of commercial sexual exploitation in the United States annually. 

 “After months of research and planning, the Michigan Women's Commission and the 

Southwest Michigan Human Trafficking Task Force are excited to partner with MLTA and the 

SAFE Action Project as this initiative moves forward,” said Commissioner Cathy Knauf. “We 

applaud MLTA for taking this progressive step in helping to eliminate human trafficking in our 

great state and for looking out for the welfare of the children.” 

 A key element to the SAFE project is the vertical training of the line staff, who interact 

closely with customers daily. To truly engage in the reporting of suspected human trafficking 

incidents, this awareness training at all levels is a vital element, according to Knauf.  Statistically, 

more suspected cases are reported by people who have received training. A SAFE property will 

be identified by a decal showing that everyone is welcome at that property except traffickers. 

 For more information, visit safeactionproject.org. 

### 

Formed in 1905, MLTA represents markets and educates lodging property and tourism business 
owners around the state. 


