School to Parents/Guardians  

Often parents’ first concern about schools today is their child’s safety. That is our concern as well. Although we believe [SCHOOL NAME] is very safe, no community is immune from the threats of violence and drugs that endanger schools in Michigan. 

OK2SAY is a student safety initiative available to Michigan students in grades K-12 and enables students to confidentially report potential harm or criminal activities aimed at students, teachers, staff or other school employees. The program is operated through a partnership between the Department of Attorney General, Michigan State Police, state agencies, schools, parents, law enforcement, and community leaders. Anyone can confidentially submit tips 24/7 using the OK2SAY app, online at www.ok2say.com, texting 652729 (OK2SAY), or by calling 8-555-OK2SAY. 

During the 2014-15 school year, the first year of OK2SAY, more than 1,400 tips were submitted by students across the State of Michigan. Most tips were related to bullying, cyber bullying and suicide, other tips included reporting drug use, weapon possession or assault. There are 22 total topic categories to choose from when submitting a tip. 

Upon receipt of a tip, specially trained OK2SAY operators at the Michigan State Police address the immediate need and, as necessary, forward the information to the appropriate responding law enforcement agency or organization.  Tips go to schools, local law enforcement agencies, community mental health agencies or the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. 

To ensure tips are acted upon, agencies receiving tips are required to submit outcome reports to the Department of Attorney General.  An annual report on the program’s impact will detail the types and numbers of tips handled throughout the year. The 2014 report is available on the Attorney General’s website.

[bookmark: _GoBack][INSERT COMMUNITY] schools are hosting OK2SAY programming for our 6th-12th grade students on [DATES].  We are also hosting the Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative, student safety seminars and OK2SAY's feeder programming, for our K-5th grade students on [dates].  We will also host an OK2SAY Community Seminar on [DATE].   The OK2SAY Community Seminar covers what students see in their respective presentations, provides relevant research about how students are using technology, and offers Internet safety tips and practical tools.  Additional information, including the videos used in each seminar, is available at www.mi.gov/csi. 

