
ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN 
I, Riek Snyder, gove.rnor of lVIiehigan, do hereby proelaim 

Apl'il2016 

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARE NESS 
MONTH 

WBEREAS, Sexmtl Assa,ul t Awareness Mouth is intended to draw atteution to tlw fact that sexual violence is 
widespread and impacts every conmtmti ty; a.ud, 

WBEREAS, sexna.l assanlt is hron~lly defined as a,ny form or nnw1wted sex1ml contnet obtained without consent 
throngh the nse of force, threat of force, i 11 ti mi<lation, or coercion; ancl, 

WBEREAS, rape, sexual assault a nd sexm.d harassment impact onr commtntity as seen by st,a.tistics in<.Ucating tltat 
one> in five women ancl OH<' in 71 men will be raped at some point in their lives; awl, 

WBEREAS, a, 2007 c<tmpns sexnal assault study by the r .S. Department of Justice rouud that around 1 in 5 women 
are targets oJ a,ttempted or completed sexual assanlt while tltey are college students, as a re about 1 in H5 college nHm; 

and, 

WBEREAS, chilcl sexual a.bnse pnweution mnst he a priority to confront the reality that one in si-,: boys and one in 
four girls will experience sexual assanlt before age 18; and, 

WBEREAS, lVlichigan State Police statistics iwlicate that 10,209 sexnaJ assault rel<Lted offenses "''ere revorted to 
law enforcement in 2014; a iHl, 

WBEREAS, se:-mal violeneP can <l<'flply a,nd endm·ingly impact StUI'ivors on psychological, emotional, physical and 
sociallevols; and, 

WHEREAS, a.eei:'SS to informed and supportive services can greatly iJJcreaso survivors' iLbility to heal from se:-..<wJ 
assanlt; an<l, 

WHEREAS, our state a.u<l i1Hli1·iclnaJ commun.ities mnst be comrnitte<l to holcling sexnal assault }lOrpetra.tors 
aceonntable for their h einons erimes; and, 

WHEREAS, we mnst work t.og(~ther to ed ncat0 om· coilllllnnity a,bont sexna l violence prevention, supporti ng 
snnivors a.nd sveakwg ont against harmJnl attitudes a.nd a.ctions; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, lliel;: Snyder, governor of J.\ilichigan, do hereby proclaim April 2016 as Se:-..<ml Assault 
A vnueness Month in l\fiehiga,ll. 

Rick Snyder 
Governor 


