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':T ; Dear Reverend Carter

fﬁThis is 1n response to your Ietter concern1ng blchigan s neu lobbjast o
Registration and Reporting Act, 1978 PA 472 ("the. Act“), and the proposed
_;V:adm1n1strat1ve ru}es deve]oped to 1mp¥ement the Act -

-=3In vour 1etter' jOU ouest1oned wnether the Act s prohzbition aga1nst the
."’giving of gifts would prevent ‘a Tlobbyist:. agent Trom giving a paperback
book to a ¥eg1s1aL1ve aide. Section 4(1) of the Act defines ”g1ft“-

“to mean anything.of value, “the value of ‘which exceeds $25.00 in any.

..one- month period. Thus,” 1f the: }obby1st agent ‘gives. a s1ng1e hook : valued

..at Jess ‘than '$25.00 to an aide, and gives nothing else within the next _yf'”' L
~one-month (30 day) peryoé__tne_ggent_u}1}_not_fa}i_w;th}n_the_proscr]ptjon R

-of the Act

j” AHCHIGAN 48918f:

].You a]so 1nqu1re as to uhether 31c0h01 (cotktai?s;"beer;_andaﬁiné)-pPQVidéd .

‘to a number of public officials at.a "get acquainted" party constituted a

gift. 1 would aga;n draw your attentzon to SeCtTOH 4(]) of the Act NhTCh .
states that: =~ . 4 : SO SRR TR S

GifL _does_hot include:
| | o * ok .
:'"(d) A breakfast 3uncheon dinner, or other refreshment

consisting of food and beveraue provaded for
1mmed1ate consumptxon

A a e L

T vy




Rov. Stdn1oy Ca:te

e que two.

?hvte maj, hevevet, ‘be teport1n0 3mn}3cat10ns steumnnﬂ from such act1V1taes
Sect|on 8( ). of the AcL erUVIUe" that -

-a_V(Z) Expend:fuzes for food and beverage 0rov1ded a nubElc
" official shall be reported if the: expend}tures for
- that public official exceed $25.00.1in any wmonth .
- covered by the report or $150.00 ‘during that .-
calendar year from January ‘1 -through the month
~covered hy the: report The report shall include
the name and the title or office of the public -
.. official and the expenditures on that:public. _
- official for the months ‘covered by the report
- and for the year. Where more-than 1 public.
- official is provaded food-and beverage ‘and a . .
- osingle check -is rendered, the report may reflect . = -
Cthe average amount of. the check ‘for: each public BSRENEE
oofficial. -~ If the expend]tures are as . a result '_
~of an event at which more than 25 public off1c1a]s
3jwere in attendance, or, are a result of an. event
. ~to_which an entire. stand1ng comm1ttee of the
~legislature has been invited in-writing to-be
~informed concerning a bill. wh1ch has been assigned =
to that-standing committee, a Tobbyist or.a 1obbyist '
“agent shall report: the totai -amount - expended on ST
“the public officials. in attendance for “food and . beverage;_.[_
=and shall not be requ1red to list dindividually. '
- “In reporting those amounts, ‘the lobbyist or
lobbyist agent -shall file a statement. prov1d1ng :
a description by .category of the persons in «
attendance and’ the nature of each event or. : j_,
.funct1en he]d dur1no the nreced1ng reporting nerlod "

You stated in additTOn, that there appears to be no prov1s1on in the rules
which reguire that a lobbyist be notified when a complaint. has been filed
against him .or her. While it is true that the rules themselves conta1n no
such requ1rement the Act prov1des in sect1on 14(2) that :

. "Notice shall be given to a person within 5 days
‘after a sworn complaint is filed against a person. _
- Notice shall include a copy of the sworn complaint."

You also asked why registration forms and reporting statements have not yet

been provided to lobbyists by the Departwent of State. Please be adv1sed;that-
the Act, -although signed by the Governor, is not yet fully operational. -The _
registration and reporting provisions will be effective only after administrative -
rules have been formally nromulgated. The Department is and has been for
some time deeply involved in the rule promulgation process. However, in all
Tikelihood, the Act will not take effect until sometime early next year.

You tTastly inquired as to the reporting obligations of lobbyists with
"meagre means.” The Legislature in the Act anticipated the problems of small
and part-time lobbyists and provided an exemption for them. Section 5{4) and
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:J{ } of Lhe Act indicate that a IohbylsL 1s a person thbC expcnd1LU1es fur -

Jobbying exceed $1,000. 00 a year, or $250.00 a year il expended on a
single . public official. “The Act also provides that a Jobbyist aglnL--"
- is-a person who receives Lumpensatiﬁn or-expense reimbursement in excess
of $250.00 in any one-year -period. These provisions, when read together,

will result in a determination that a number of lobby1sts w1th 11m1ted '

f3f1nances do not fa11 w1th|n tne purv1eu of the Act

LA copy of th]s Act 15 enrlosed for your use.

’Please note that tn1s response is for jnformat1ona] purposes on1y and does --

:.not constltute a dec1aratorj rui1ng
o 3-Very tru?y yours, . |

 / . / 07 j é(_-u«go “‘-“_/

:Ph1111p Frangos, Director - _
l 0ff1ce of Hear1ngs and Leg:s1at1on o
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'-_'cc: Richard H. Austin




