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E r i c  E. Dos te r  
Fos te r ,  S w i f t ,  C o l l i n s  & Smith.  P.C. 
313 South Washington Square 
Lansing, M I  48933-2193 

Re: Request f o r  D e c l a r a t o r y  Ru l i ng :  Corpora te  Donat ions t o  B u i l d i n g  Fund 

Dear M r .  Dos te r :  

You have reques ted  a d e c l a r a t o r y  r u l i n g  concern ing  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
Campaign Finance Ac t  ( t h e  A c t ) ,  1976 PA 388, as amended, t o  c o r p o r a t e  
dona t ions  t o  be used t o  purchase o r  c o n s t r u c t  a  headquar te rs  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  
M ich igan  Republ ican S t a t e  Committee ( t h e  MRSC). You s t a t e  t h e  MRSC i s  engaged 
i n  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y .  You s t a t e ,  

"Consequent ly,  even though t he  f e d e r a l  l aw e x p r e s s l y  
preempts t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  M ich igan  Campaign 
Finance Ac t  t o  t h e  MSRCfs proposed b u i l d i n g  fund, we 
r e s p e c t f u l l y  reques t  you r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  as t o  whether 
t h e  M ich igan  Campaign Finance Ac t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
dona t ions  t o  t h e  MSRC's proposed b u i l d i n g  fund.  I n  
o t h e r  words, p lease  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e  M ich igan  Campaign 
Finance Ac t  would n o t  app l y  t o  t h e  MSRCfs proposed 
b u i l d i n g  fund  even w i t h o u t  t h e  preempt ion o f  t h e  
M ich iqan  Campaiqn Finance Ac t  by f e d e r a l  l aw. "  
(Emphasis added.) 

You ques t i on  has been p r e v i o u s l y  answered i n  an i n t e r p r e t i v e  s ta tement  i s sued  
t o  Dav id  A. Lambert on October 31, 1984. A copy o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s ta tement  
i s  enclosed. The l e t t e r  s t a t e s :  

"The second i s sue  you have r a i s e d  i s  whether c o r p o r a t e  
funds may be used by p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  commit tees i n  
c e r t a i n  i d e n t i f i e d  i ns tances .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you 
asked: 

'I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  know i f  a p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t y  commit tee may use co rpo ra te  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
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3. For  t h e  r e n t a l  o f  o r  purchase o f  a  
p a r t y  o f f i ce /headqua r te r s? '  

Corpora te  funds may be used f o r  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  and 
expenses, i f  t h e  supp l i es  and expenses ( te lephone ,  
heat ,  l i g h t s ,  e t c . )  a re  used o r  i n c u r r e d  e x c l u s i v e l ~  
f o r  non-campaign purposes. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  r e n t a l  o r  
purchase o f  o f f i c e  space and t h e  payment o f  a t t e n d a n t  
insurance  premiums and p r o p e r t y  t axes  may be made w i t h  
c o r p o r a t e  funds,  p rov i ded  t h e  space i s  used o n l y  f o r  
non-campaign purposes. However, an o f f i c e ,  a  
te lephone  o r  s t a t i o n e r y  which i s  used even 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o r  campaign purposes, such as s o l i c i t i n g  
suppo r t  f o r  a  cand ida te  o r  f u n d r a i s i n g ,  which w i l l  be 
used f o r  campaigning may n o t  be purchased o r  r e n t e d  
w i t h  funds commingled w i t h  c o r p o r a t e  money. 

I n  summary, p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  may r e c e i v e  and spend 
money f rom c o r p o r a t i o n s  f o r  a c t i v i t y  which i s  
e x c l u s i v e l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  A c t . "  

S ince  y o u r  i n q u i r y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  reques ts  t h e  i s sue  o f  f e d e r a l  preempt ion n o t  
be addressed i n  t h i s  response, you r  ques t i on  i s  answered by  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  
s ta tement  i s sued  t o  Dav id  A. Lambert on October  31, 1984. There fo re ,  t h i s  
response does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  d e c l a r a t o r y  r u l i n g  o r  an i n t e r p r e t i v e  
s ta tement .  

Very t r u l y  yours ,  

P h i l l i p  T. f rangos 
Deputy Sec re ta r y  o f  S t a t e  . ~ 

S t a t e  Serv ices  
(517) 373-8141 

Enc. 




