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STATE T l l E A S U R Y  UUlLO lNG 

July 24,  1980 

Senator William Faust 
S t a t e  Capi to1 B u i  1  ding 
Lansing, Michigan 

Dear Senator Faus t : 

This i s  i n  response t o  your inquiry concerning the Canipaign Finance Act 
( " the  Act") ,  1976 PA 388, as amended. You ask i f  a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  candidate 
coi~miittec may lease  an automol~ile a t  the committee's expense. You a l so  
inquire  whether the  leasing of an automobile and automobile expenses may 
be charged against  an officehol de r '  s  expense fund. 

Section 6  of , the  Act (MCL 169.206) defines "expenditure" as payment, 
dona t ion ,  loan, pledge, o r  promise of payment of money o r  anything of 
ascer ta inable  monetary val ue f o r  goods, mater ia ls ,  services ,  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  
in ass is tance  of . . '. the nomination o r  e lec t ion of a candidate . . .." 
Section 3 of the Act (MCL 169.203) provides t ha t  an elected officeholder 
i s  a  candidate f o r  reelection t o  the same of f i ce .  

A candidate committee i s  authorized t o  make expenditures in ass is tance  
of a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  renotniriation and reelect ion t o  o f f i ce .  If  an automobile i s  
heing used t o  influence an e lect ion then the cost  of leasing the vehicle 
may be paid from a  candidate 's  campaign committee. 

Scctior~ 49 of .the A c t  ( M C L  169.249) perrni t s  an elected public o f f i c i a l  t o  
es tab l i sh  an officeholder expense fund. The fund may be used f o r  expenses 
incidcrltal t o  the person's o f f i c e .  Unreimbursed travel  f o r  l eg i s l a t i ve  
ot- cons ti  tuent business i s  an expense incidental  to a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  o f f i ce .  
Consequently, the  leasing of an automobile and automobile expenses may be 
cliarged against  an officeholder expense fund t o  the extent  tha t  the  expense 
i s  iticurred on const i tuent  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  business and i s  not otherwise 
reimbursed. 

An off iceholder expense fund i s  prohibited from making "contributions 
and expenditures to  fu r the r  the nominotior1 o r  e lec t ion"  of the public 
o f f i c i a l  who es tab l i s l~ed  the fund pursuant t o  section 49. An officeholder 
who uses an officchol der expense fund t o  pay automobi l e  expenses incidental  
to  the o f f i c e  111ust be nl1solute1.y c e r t i ~ i n  that  monies from the f u n d  a rc  n o t  
~ r s ~ ! t l  f o r  tt~c-! support  o f  tha t  person's  campaign fo r  o f f i ce .  
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Senator W i  11 ianl Faust 
P a g e  Tvro 

This response may be considered informational only and not as const i tu t ing 
a declaratory rul ing. 

Very t r u ly  I- yours, 

P h i l l i p  T.  Frangos, Director 
Office of Hearings and Legislat ion 
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