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March 21, 1978 

Honorable R .  Robert Geake 
Michigan S ta t e  Senate 
S ta t e  Capi to1 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 ' 

Dear Senator Geake: 

This i s  in response to  your l e t t e r  in which you asked whether monies in 
an off iceholder 's  expense fund, as provided in P.A.  388 of 1976 (" the Act"),  
may be used to  purchase t icke ts  to  testimonial dinners and s imilar  fund 
rais ing a f f a i r s  of other candidates fo r  pol i t ical  of f ice .  

Section 49 of the Act (MCLA § 169.249) enables an elected, public o f f i c i a l  
to  es tab l i sh  an off iceholder 's  expense fund. The fund may be used f o r  
expenses incidental t o  the person's of f ice .  

As you point out in your l e t t e r ,  i t  i s  an obligation for  incumbent public 
o f f i c i a l s  t o  purchase t icke ts  to  the fundrai sing a f f a i r s  of other candidates 
fo r  pol i t ica l  off ice.  I t  may be observed tha t  the expenditure of monies 
f o r  t h i s  purpose by an officeholder i s  necessitated by, and therefore incidenta' 
t o ,  the person's of f ice .  I n  enacting the language authorizing establishment 
of an off iceholder 's  expense fund, the Legislature manifested i t s  cognizance 
o f  t h i s  pol i t ica l  t rad i t ion .  

I n  requiring the recording and reporting of receipts  to and disbursements 
from an off iceholder 's  expense fund, Section 49(2) uses the tern "expenditures .' 
"Expenditure" i s  defined in Section 6 of the Act (MCLA 5 169.205) a s  "a 
payment ... i n  assistance of ... the nomination o r  election of a candidate ..." 
I t  may be concluded t h a t  t icke ts  to  testimonial dinners and similar fund 
rais ing a f f a i r s  of other candidates may be purchased with monies from an 
officehol der '  s expense fund. 

This response may be considered informational only a n d  not as const i tut ing 
a declaratory ruling. 

Very t ru ly  yours, 

Phil 1 i p  T .  Frangos, DirectoF 
Office of Hearings a n d  Legislation 
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