
,,f. '; I- .  >, 

h i ' l C t i I C . A N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  5 T A T E  
-7:;- :v; :-:;; 

- -..- - -- - ) <7~.?.;1 ...r"o;r.{ L A N 5 ., G 
RICHARD t i .  AUSTII\I SECnETAfiY OF STATE 

.-- ---- 
0 --7 (e.3 M I C ! I I G A N  4 0 7 1  3 

STA f E  TnEASUnY D U l L D l t i G  q.. .. ;., . ;?! ..,& 

<&ru "4 

April 6 ,  1978 

I4r. Michael L .  tlai-per, Chai rman 
Stroh PAC 
903 E .  Elizabeth Sti-cet 
De t ro i t ,  Michigan 

Dear Ilr. Ilarpcr: 

This i s  i n  re;porlse to your l e t t e r  o f  ;.larch 6 ,  1978, concerning the Campaign 
Finance Act, P . A .  300 of 1976 ( " the  A c t " ) .  You lliakc the followirlg request :  

"The spo~~so r ing  company o f  5TR91i P A C  i s  Thr! Stroh Brewing 
Conlpsriy. Plcase l c t  us know if 5TROl1 PAC i s  pcrnli t t e d  t o  
s o l i c i t  employees o f  Stroh sul)l;id5aries, within the scopc 
o f  the Michigan Campaign Finance Act." 

Your l e t t e r  does not contain any additional information o r  mater ia ls .  I t  
i s  devoid of any clat-i fying explanation as to  your usage of the term "sub- 
s i d i a r i e s "  as i t  r e la tes  to the Stron Brewing Company. 

Section 63  of the Nichigan Ad~ninistrat.ive Procedures Act (MCLA 5 2 4 . 2 6 3 ) ,  which 
es tab l  ishes the c r i t e r i a  for  requesting and issuing a declaratory ru l ing ,  r e -  
qu i res  a person requesting a rul ing t o  accompany the request wi t h  a  precise  
statement of f a c t s .  The Department, t-herefore, cannot a t  t h i s  time res,mnd 
to your request for a declarato1-y 1-1.11 itlg. 

Yor~i. attent.ion, however-, i s  directed lo Sectior~ 55 of the Act (MCLA 5 1 6 9 . 2 5 5 )  
which provi dcs "A corporsl ion. . . forinctl u11dc1- the 1 aws of t h i s  o r  sriother s t ~ t e  
o r  foreign country [nay 111;lke a n  e x p ~ n d i  Ltrrc for  the establishrnurlt and atfnlinistra- 
t ion a n d  5 0 1  i c i  tation o f  contribr~t,ioris to a  separa tc segregated fund to be used 
f o r  pol i t - ical  purposes. " The provision proceeds to  indicate  tha t  contr ibut ions  
f o r  the f u n d  may be so l i c i t ed  from the following persons o r  t h e i r  spouses: 

" ( a )  Stockholders o f  the corpora t ion.  
( b )  Officcrs and  d i rec to rs  o f  the c o r p o r ~ t i o r ~ .  -- 
( c )  Employees o f  thc c o r p o r ~ t i o n  who have pol icy making, 
nanagcriai , p r o f e ~ s i o r i ~ ~ i  . supervi;ory, o r  administrat ive 
rloriclerical rcsponsil~i 1 i L i e s . "  (Enlpiidsis suppl i cd)  
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T h e  s  t i ~ t u t c  expressly re1 a tes persons who may be sol i c i  ted f o r  contr ibut ions  
t o  a  separate segregated fund to the corporation which es tab l i shed  the fund. 
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The exclusive re la t ionship  exis t ing be tween a separa te  segregated fund and the  
n 
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es tab l i sh ing  corporation i s  a l so  ident i f ied  in an Opinion of t he  Attorney General, 
OAG No. 5279,  issued March 2 2 ,  1978. I n  discussing a fund of t h i s  type,  the ; 
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Attorney General s t a ted :  q - 
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" I t  must be noted tha t  the administration of such a fund and the  0- 

authorization of expenditures from the fund must be by the board 0 

of d i rec to rs  of the corporation or by a  comnittee authorized by r 
the board of d i rec to rs  of the corporation." E 
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As indicated previously, t h i s  response may be considered as informational only 
and not as  consti tut iny a  declaratory rul ing. 
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