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E A I C k I I G A P J  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  
-- ----- -- 

RlCtIARD H. AUSTIN o SECRETARY OF STATE -- 

STATE TREASURY DIJILDIN~ 

August 1  , 1978 

Mr. Donald Hi l l igoss  
P.O. Box 725 
l,ladi son Heights , Mi chi gan 4807 I 

Dear Mr. tlil l i go s s :  . .  
. . 

This is  i n  response i o  your l e t t e r  concerning the Campaign Finance Act (" the Act"), 
P.A. 388 of 1976, a s  amended. You ask f o r  a  de f i n i t i on  of "campaign expenses" 
within the  context  of the  Act. 

"Campaign expenses" i s  not s p e c i f i c a l l y  defined i n  t h e  s t a t u t e .  However, Rule 169.1 
of t he  adminis t ra t ive  r u l e s  promulgated t o  imp1 cment the  Act de-fines "campaign" o r  
"candidate ' s  campaign" a s  the candidate ~oir~r i i i t tee ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  
e l e c t i on .  In add i t ion ,  Section 6(1)  of the  Ac.t ( K L A  s 169.206)  defines 
"expenditure" a s  anything of asce r ta inab le  monetary value spen t ,  donated, '1 oaned, 
pledged or  promised f o r  goods o r  se rv ices  t o  influence a  s t a t e  e lec t ion .  Consecjuen 
"campaign expenses" may be construed t o  mean those expenditures which a r e  made For 
the  purpose of  influencing a  p a r t i c u l a r  e lec t ion .  

Please note t he  Act considers the  primary t o  be tin e l ec t ion  se l ,ara tc  from t h e  gener; 
e lcc t ion .  Therefore, i t  i s  more accurate  to  say "primary e l ec t i on  expenditures" an: 
"general el  ec t ion expendi tu res"  as  contrasted t o  using -the term "carnpai g n  expenses. ' 

T h i s  response may be considered informational only and not  a s  cons t i tu t ing  a  
dec7 a r a  tory rul  i ng. 

Very t r u ly  yours,  . 

h i l l i p  T. ranqos, Director  
~ f f i c e ' o f  ~ e a r i n ~ s  and Legislat ion 
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