
M I C H I G A N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

S T A T E  T R E A S U R Y  BUILDING 

June 22, 1988 

Mr .  James D. I r v i n e  
14866 Greenbr i  a r  C o u r t  
Plymouth, M ich igan  48170 

Dear M r .  I r v i  ne: 

T h i s  i s  i n  response t o  you r  l e t t e r  o f  June 6,  1988, r eques t i ng  an exemption 
f r a n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  requi rements  se t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Campaign Finance Act 
( t h e  Ac t ) ,  1976 PA 388, as amended. 

S e c t i o n  4 7 ( 3 )  o f  t h e  Ac t ,  MCL 169.247, s t a t e s  t h a t  " p r i n t e d  m a t t e r  hav ing  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  an e l e c t i o n ,  . . . s h a l l  bear  upon i t t h e  name and address o f  
t h e  person pay ing  f o r  t h e  matter." T h i s  s e c t i o n  goes on t o  s t a te :  

"The s i z e  and placement o f  t h e  d i s c l a i m e r  s h a l l  be 
determined by r u l e s  p r o w l g a t e d  by t h e  sec re ta r y  o f  
s t a t e .  The r u l e s  m y  exempt p r i n t e d  m a t t e r  and c e r t a i n  
o t h e r  i tems such as campaign bu t tons  o r  ba l loons ,  t h e  
s i z e  o f  which makes i t  unreasonable t o  add an iden- 
t i f i c a t i o n  o r  d i sc l a ime r ,  from t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  
d i  s c l a ime r  r equ i  red  by t h i s  sect ion.  " 

Pursuant  t o  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  Act ,  t h e  Department has promulgated r u l e  
36(3 ) ,  1979 A C  R169.36(3) : 

" ( 3 )  A campaign i tem, t h e  s i z e  o f  which makes i t  
unreasonable  t o  add an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  d i s c l a i m e r ,  o r  
bo th ,  as des ignated by t h e  sec re ta r y  o f  s t a t e ,  i s  
exempted f rom t h i s  ru le . "  

R e f r i g e r a t o r  Magnets 

The f i r s t  i tem you i d e n t i f y  i s  a r e f r i g e r a t o r  magnet presumably w i t h  a 
p l a s t i c  case o r  cover  bea r i ng  t h e  message: 
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T h i s  i t em  would be sf comparable s i z e  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  a  bu t ton ,  
coaster ,  cap or y o  yo, each o f  which have been exempted i n  t h e  past.  
Because o f  t h e  s i z e  and d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p r i n t i n g  t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  on t h e  
i tem,  r e f r i g e r a t o r  magnets a re  no t  r equ i red  t o  bear  t h e  language r e q u i r e d  
by s e c t i o n  47 o f  t h e  Act. 

Business Ca rds 

Secondly, you ask i f  a business card i s  exempt from t h e  r e q u i r e d  i d e n t i f i -  
ca t ion .  The card you env i s i on  would c o n t a i n  p r i n t i n g  on bo th  sides. You 
suggest t h a t  i t  would be o f  s i m i l a r  s i z e  t o  a matchbook, which i s  exempt. 
However, t h e  m a t e r i a l s  used i n  business cards make i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  requ i red  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  unduly  l i m i t i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
message. 

I n  a  J u l y  7, 1978 l e t t e r  t o  W i l l i a m  A .  Everard t h e  Sec re ta r y  o f  S t a t e  
conc luded t h a t  i t  was reasonable t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on a 
bus iness  c a r d  s i z e d  p iece  o f  campaign l i t e r a t u r e .  There i s  no new 
development which would change t h a t  conclusion. Thus, t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
r e q u i r e d  by s e c t i o n  47 must be i nc l uded  on a business card  s i z e d  p iece  o f  
campaign l i t e r a t u r e .  

P h i l l i p  ~ . . ~ r a n ~ o s ,  D i  r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  o f  Hearings and L e g i s l a t i o n  
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