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[bookmark: What_is_#ReadyToVotePA?][bookmark: _bookmark1]Safe, secure and accessible elections

Michigan’s presidential election in 2020 comes at a time when the coronavirus pandemic has created a great deal of uncertainty for Michiganders. But voters can be certain that our election will occur as scheduled on Tuesday, Nov. 3 and voting will be safe, accessible and secure.


[bookmark: How_You_Can_Help][bookmark: _bookmark2]What you can do

The Michigan Department of State is asking partners, stakeholders and other interested organizations and individuals to assist in providing trusted information to voters across the state regarding the Nov. 3, 2020 election on your social media channels, websites, newsletters, emails and in other communications to your audiences. Ways you can assist:
· Feature Secretary of State channels as the go-to source for election information:

· Websites: Michigan.gov/Vote and Michigan.gov/Elections
· Twitter: @MichSoS
· Facebook and Instagram: @michigansos
· The official hashtag is #MIPlan2Vote

· Inform voters they have options for casting their ballot. They can safely vote from home with an absent voter ballot, or they can vote in person at their polling place, which will follow all social distancing and safety protocols for the protection of voters and workers.

· Encourage absentee voters to request and return their ballots as soon as possible. A very good option is to deliver them in person to a drop box (if their local clerk has one) or to the clerk’s office. Voters who mail their ballot back are encouraged to do so well in advance and at the very least two weeks (by Oct. 19) ahead of the election.

· [bookmark: _Hlk46731694]Highlight that Michigan uses paper ballots, which is the most secure way to conduct elections, as they can be audited and recounted. 

· Help voters know what to do if they encounter election-related information that may be misleading or incorrect. To report election misinformation, voters 


· are asked to email details and a photo if possible to Misinformation@Michigan.gov or calling 517-285-9771.

· Remind Michigan residents they can register up until 8 p.m. on Election Day in their local clerk’s office and vote.
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Timeline

Please help amplify the following messaging during the weeks as indicated.


Sept. 24 – Oct. 19
During this period, please note that voter registration is available online and by mail.

· Vote in the Nov. 3 election
· Register to vote online or by mail
· Safe and secure voting options
· Vote from home / Absent voter ballot
· Vote early
· Get personalized voting info
· Election Security
· Return your ballot right away


Oct. 20 – Nov. 3
During this period, voter registration may only be done in person. Also, to avoid postal delays, ballots should be hand-delivered to the local clerk’s office or the ballot drop box.

· Vote in the Nov. 3 election
· Register to vote at clerk offices
· Hand-deliver ballot to clerk offices or ballot drop boxes
· Vote early
· Get personalized voting info
· Election Security
· Same-day voter registration
· Vote safely in person4
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Social Media

All graphics featured in this toolkit can be clicked on to be downloaded. 


Messaging for Sept. 24 – Nov. 3

· [bookmark: General_#ReadyToVotePA_Material][bookmark: _bookmark3][image: A close up of a sign

Description automatically generated]Vote in the Nov. 3 election 

Make your voice heard at the local, state and national levels: Vote in the Nov. 3 general election. Get your voter information at Michigan.gov/Vote. #MIPlan2Vote

It’s time to step up for democracy. Make your plan to vote in the Nov. 3 election. Michigan.gov/Vote #MIPlan2Vote

· [image: ]Get personalized voting info


Check your registration status; view a sample ballot; find your clerk, drop box or polling place; track your absent voter ballot; and get other personalized voter information at Michigan.gov/Vote. #MIPlan2Vote

Need to find if your jurisdiction has a ballot drop box? Go to Michigan.gov/Vote and get your voting info. #MIPlan2Vote
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· [image: ]Return your ballot right away

Don’t delay! Return your absent voter ballot right away to your clerk’s drop box or office, or by mailing it by Oct. 19. Find your clerk’s locations and hours at Michigan.gov/Vote. #MIPlan2Vote


· [image: A screenshot of a cell phone

Description automatically generated]Vote early

IN-PERSON voting can be done in a voter’s clerk’s office beginning 40 days before the election (Sept. 24) up until 4 p.m. on the day before Election Day.)

Did you know you can vote early at your clerk’s office? Find their hours and location at Michigan.gov/Vote. #MIPlan2Vote
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· [image: ]Election security


Learn about some of the best practices Michigan has implemented to ensure the security of our elections. Michigan.gov/ElectionSecurity #MIPlan2Vote

Michigan uses paper ballots, which is the most secure way to conduct elections, as they can be audited and recounted. Learn more at Michigan.gov/ElectionSecurity #MIPlan2Vote
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Messaging for Sept. 24 – Oct. 19
During this period, please note that voter registration is available online and by mail.

· Register to vote online or by mail 
[image: ]







You can register to vote by going to Michigan.gov/Vote and completing the online form (if you have a MI driver’s license or state ID). You can also mail the form it to your clerk or register in person in your clerk’s office. #MIPlan2Vote

Register to vote in person at your local clerk’s office until 8 p.m. Election Day. Find their hours and location at Michigan.gov/Vote #MIPlan2Vote

After Oct. 19, REGISTRATION must be done IN PERSON in a voter’s local clerk’s office with proof of residency)

· [image: ]Vote from home / Absent voter ballot










Vote from home. Apply online. Michigan.gov/Vote #MIPlan2Vote

Make sure your vote from home is counted. Sign the back of the envelope. #MIPlan2Vote

Not sure how to fill out your ballot at home? Call your clerk. Find their information at Michigan.gov/Vote. #MIPlan2Vote8

· Safe and secure voting options

[image: A picture containing drawing
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Three safe, secure options to vote: 1) Request an absentee ballot, vote from home and return it ASAP to your clerk’s drop box or office or mail it back by Oct. 19. 2) Vote in person early at your clerk’s office (absentee). 3) Vote in person at the polls Nov. 3. #MIPlan2Vote

Michiganders have many safe voting options. Choose yours and make a plan to vote. Michigan.gov/Vote #MIPlan2Vote




9

Messaging for Oct. 20 – Nov. 3
During this period, voter registration may only be done in person. Also, to avoid postal delays, ballots should be hand-delivered to the local clerk’s office or the ballot drop box.

· [image: ]Register in person / deliver ballot in person
[image: A screenshot of a cell phone
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Description automatically generated][image: A screenshot of a cell phone
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After Oct. 19, REGISTRATION must be done IN PERSON in a voter’s local clerk’s office with proof of residency)

Register to vote in person at your local clerk’s office until 8 p.m. Election Day. Find their hours and location at Michigan.gov/Vote #MIPlan2Vote

Within two weeks of Election Day (after Oct. 19), due to possible U.S. Postal Service delays, instead of mailing their ballot, voters should deliver it to their clerk’s office or a ballot drop box. #MIPlan2Vote

You can register to vote AND vote in one trip to your clerk’s office right up until the last minute of Election Day (8 p.m.). Get your clerk’s info at Michigan.gov/Vote #MIPlan2Vote
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· [image: ]Vote safely in person
[image: ]



All clerks and election officials will use masks and hygiene supplies to make voting in person safe. Voters are strongly encouraged to wear masks. Find your clerk’s office or your polling place at Michigan.gov/Vote. #MIPlan2Vote



· Election Results
[image: ]












Because of the historic number of absentee ballots and state laws limiting when they can be processed and counted, election workers will need multiple days to provide unofficial results this year. 




(All graphics featured in this toolkit can be clicked on to be downloaded.) 
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Web graphics

Use these web-ready graphics on your internet / intranet and help motivate your audience to be ready to vote. Banner graphics can be linked to Michigan.gov/Vote.
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Sample newsletter

A sample newsletter article along with accompanying graphics.

[bookmark: Newsletter_Graphics][bookmark: _bookmark7]Newsletter Graphics
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[bookmark: Newsletter_Sample_-_English][bookmark: _bookmark8]Newsletter Sample – English (655 words)

[bookmark: _Hlk50925842]Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson assures Michigan voters they can vote safely in the presidential election Nov. 3. Here is the information you need to know to be ready to vote in 2020:

Know your rights

· Registration: Michiganders can register to vote up to and on Election Day until 8 p.m. They can do so online or by mail until two weeks before the election. After Oct. 19, they must register in person at their city or township clerk’s office. 

· Vote from Home: Voting by from home is a right all Michigan voters have as a result of the constitutional amendment passed by voters in November 2018 that no longer requires a reason to cast an “absent voter” ballot. Voting from home is a safe way to vote and protect your health, and the process is secure.

Make a plan to vote 

· Check your voter registration. Visit Michigan.gov/Vote to verify your voter information or register to vote. 

· Apply to vote from home. Also known as voting by mail or “no-reason absentee voting,” Michiganders can vote early and from the comfort of their own home by requesting and returning an absentee ballot. 

· Voters with a Michigan driver’s license or ID may apply online for an absent voter ballot at Michigan.gov/Vote. They may also obtain an application online or from their clerk.13

· Accessible absent voter ballot applications are available at Michigan.gov/Vote. Voters with qualifying disabilities may apply for an accessible electronic ballot that can be marked remotely, printed and returned to the clerk. 
· If your application is received by 5 p.m. the Friday before the election (Oct. 30), your clerk will mail you a ballot. However, within two weeks of Election Day (after Oct. 19), due to possible U.S. Postal Service delays, voters should apply in person at their local clerk’s office.

· Fill out your absent voter ballot at home
· Fill out your ballot with a blue or black pen, marking all your choices by completely darkening the box next to them. 
· Place your completed ballot into the secrecy sleeve, and then place the closed secrecy sleeve into the return envelope. SIGN THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE. Your vote will not be counted unless your signature is on the back of the envelope.

· Return your ballot
· You have until 8 p.m. on Election Day to complete the ballot and return it to the clerk's office. 
· Within two weeks of Election Day (after Oct. 19), due to possible U.S. Postal Service delays, instead of mailing their ballot, voters should deliver it to their clerk’s office or a ballot drop box. 

· Vote in person
· Vote early, beginning 40 days prior to Election Day (Sept. 24), by visiting your clerk’s office. There you can fill out an absent voter ballot application, receive your ballot, fill it out and return it – all in one visit. Social distancing and hygiene protocols will be in place. 
· On Election Day, you can vote in-person at your polling place. Social distancing and hygiene protocols will be in place to ensure the safety of election workers and voters. Wearing a mask is strongly encouraged. Find your polling place at Michigan.gov/Vote.

Election information and security

Michigan uses paper ballots, which is the most secure way to conduct elections, as they can be audited and recounted. Learn more about the best practices Michigan has implemented to protect our elections at Michigan.gov/ElectionSecurity.

Election misinformation, whether intentional or not, can confuse and even deter voters. The Michigan Bureau of Elections asks any residents who see evidence of this to report it by emailing Misinformation@Michigan.gov or by calling 517-285-9771.

Voter information

Be prepared for the Nov. 3 presidential election! You can check your registration status, view a sample ballot, track your absent voter ballot, find your clerk, drop box or polling place and get other personalized voter information at Michigan.gov/Vote.


# # #14


Democracy MVP – Be a poll worker

Be democracy's MVP – sign up to be an election worker today! Election workers are the Most Valuable Players of our democracy, ensuring free and fair elections for all. And right now, our democracy needs election workers more than ever. Serving as an election worker is a paid position, and all election workers are trained on proper protocols.
[image: A close up of a person
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Democracy MVP					MVPs of our Democracy
https://youtu.be/F4PKPkhjNnk				https://youtu.be/awNUwRbBNyk

Be democracy’s MVP – sign up to be an election worker today! Michigan.gov/DemocracyMVP #DemocracyMVP @MichSoS

Election workers are the Most Valuable Players on Election Day. Become a #DemocracyMVP today and help protect and defend Michigan’s elections at Michigan.gov/DemocracyMVP. #DemocracyMVP @MichSoS

Democracy is a team sport and we need YOU to be an MVP! https://youtu.be/awNUwRbBNyk #DemocracyMVP @MichSoS

Voter education videos15


Click on the video for a file to download or use the YouTube link provided.


[image: A person in a blue shirt

Description automatically generated]
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson on 2020 safe options for voters
https://youtu.be/poOkXyLvxQ4


[image: ]
NFL Hall of Famer Jerome Bettis says “Vote absentee”
https://youtu.be/m4rziRFcF-I


[image: A person wearing a suit and tie standing in front of a curtain

Description automatically generated]
Michigan Elections Director Jonathan Brater on the voter registration process
https://youtu.be/x4nZKG7H35s
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[image: A person posing for the camera

Description automatically generated]
Voting from home
https://youtu.be/GcJkJFmIxbE



[image: A person standing in a room

Description automatically generated]
Voting during COVID
https://youtu.be/qV5Dg-lfqEQ



[image: A person standing in front of a curtain
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How to register to vote
https://youtu.be/S69RYYV8Ihg



[image: Graphical user interface, text, application, chat or text message

Description automatically generated]
How to request an absentee ballot
https://youtu.be/WcnK3OqLitw


[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
How to return your absentee ballot
https://youtu.be/xBWgvjGOma0


[image: A person sitting on a table

Description automatically generated]
Vote early options
https://youtu.be/6qKjdx_dzGQ
	









17

[image: Graphical user interface, application, Teams
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The Michigan Voter Information Center
https://youtu.be/CFsgQxdJ290



Voter education flyers


Click on the flyer for a downloadable PDF.
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Returning

YOU CAN VOTE!

If you are at least 18 years old, a U.S. citizen and
a resident of Michigan, you can vote.

ens

If you have a past conviction, you can vote.
If you are on parole, you can vote.

If you are on probation, you can vote.

If you are in or out of jail waiting to be sentenced,
you can vote.

If you recently received or renewed a Michigan ID
or driver's license, you are registered to vote.

If the next election is less than two weeks from the date you
received or renewed your license, you must go to your local clerk's
office with additional documentation in order to vote in that election.
Learn more at Michigan.gov/Vote

Check your voter information today!

Find more information about where and how to vote at
Michigan.gov/Vote or call (88) SOS-MICH
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Michigan Department of State T
Military Voting Rights \&

Those serving overseas should be able to participate fully in our democracy without significant
barriers or obstacles. Special services are currently provided to assist miltary voters’ participation
in elections. New efforts are underway to make voting even easier for those who serve our country.

Register to vote
* Register at Michigan.gov/Vote.
*You can also register by downloading

and completing the Federal Post Card
Application (FPCA) from the Federal

Voting Assistance Program at FVAP.gov.

‘Check the status of your voter
registration at Michigan.gov/Vote.

Request your ballot
Roquest an absentes ballotbe st o
you by email, fax or regular mail.
«Download the FPCA from FVAP.gov.
Pt autand check th boxtondate
vy
‘Submit the FPCA to your local clerk by
ot o
*Visit Michigan.gov/Vote to check the.
status of your requested ballot and view
your ballot ahead of time.

Ly

Cast your vote and
submit your ballot

Return your ballot by regular m:
received by Election Day.

We must do more

Wichigan Secrstoy o e Jocetm Benson
propocs h owing egslative acton 0 ersure
Vot of s marers s v a1

s ey v comanns s acas 0 e
Allow absentee ballots of miltary
members and their families to be
counted after Election Day, as long as
they are postmarked by Election Day and
received in time for canvassing.

Allow military members serving overseas
and their spouses to securely retum
their ballots electronically.

Improve ballot tracking tools for military
members.

A your voice 1o the conversation by emaling
your feedback to Secretary@Michigan.gov.

For more information,visit Michigan.gov/ MilitaryVoting.

-2




image48.jpeg
Michigan Voter
Information Center

Your source for personalized Michigan election information

visit Michigan.gov/Vote to:
» Register to vote
® Confirm voter registration status
® Apply for an absentee ballot
» Find your clerk
® View a sample ballot
® Track your absentee ballot

# Find a ballot drop box in
your election jurisdiction

# Find your voting location
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TO VOTE
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RETURN YOUR BALLOT RIGHT AWAY!

Deliver your ballot to your clerk’s °
drop box or office as soon as you can,

If you are mailing it back, do so at least
two weeks before Election Day.
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YOU CAN VOTE IN PERSON EARLY
1. Go to your local clerk’s office. (Call first for hours.) ° ,

2. Request your absent voter ballot and vote it.

3. Place it in the secrecy sleeve and then in the
green and white envelope and sign the outside
of the envelope. Submit it to your clerk.

+ Michigan.gov/VOTE :

#MIPI,
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REGISTER TO VOTE

1. Online at Michigan.gov/Vote (through Oct. 19),
2. Mail in a registration form (postmarked by Oct. 19),

3. Orregister at your local clerk’s office through
8 p.m. on Election Day.

i Michigan.gov/VOTE : =}
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YOU CAN VOTE FROM HOME

1. Request an absentee ballot at
Michigan.gov/Vote.

2. Receive your ballot and complete
it using a black or blue pen.

3. Mail your ballot ASAP to your local
election clerk’s office, or hand deliver
it to their office or drop box.
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READY TO VOTE?

Check your voter registration!
Then make your plan to vote:

‘2‘ From Home g"ln Person

! Michigan.gov/VOTE ="
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MICHIGAN HAS SAME-DAY
VOTER REGISTRATION

You can register up until 8 p.m. Election Day and vote!

1. Go to your local clerk's office. (Call first for hours.)

2. Bring proof of residency (driver’s license, state ID,
current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck or
government document. Digital copies are acceptable.

: Michigan.gov/VOTE ‘=l

#MIPlan2
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RETURN YOUR
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office or drop box. N
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After Oct. 19,
ﬁ HAND-DELIVER
YOUR BALLOT

to your local clerk’s office or drop box
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After Oct. 19,
VOTER REGISTRATION
MUST BE DONE IN PERSON
at your local clerk’s office
with proof of residency.
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g SAFE VOTING '

AT YOUR
POLLING PLACE

* Michigan.gov/VOTE
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ELECTION RESULTS TAKE TIME

Because of the historic number of
absentee ballots and state laws
limiting when they can be processed and
counted, election workers will need multiple
days to provide unofficial results this year.

=: Michigan.gov/VOTE :=
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Visit Michigan.gov/VOTE
to learn more about:

* Voter registration
« Voting from home
+ Voting in person
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Our democracy
needs you!

Be an MVP.
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GET TRAINED.
GET PAID.

BE AN ELECTION WORKER.
Signup | Michigan gov/DemaeracyMVP
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Be an MVP.
Serve your democracy.

Michigan.gov/DemocracyMVE
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OUR DEMOCRACY

NEEDS YOU! *%

Sign up today at

and be
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community
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Stay safe and avoid Election Day crowds

VOTE EARLY

Vote from home

) Apply online at Michigan.gov/Vote to have
your absentee ballot or accessible absentee
ballot sent to you.

# Vote and submit your ballot at your clerk’s
drop box or office OR return it as soon as
possible by mail (recommended by Oct. 19).
Be sure to sign the outside of the envelope.

Vote at your clerk’s office
‘. ® Enter your address at Michigan.gov/Vote to

find your local election clerk’s office.

B Go to your clerk’s office, ask for your absentee
ballot, vote and submit it in one trip.

Forthose who choose notto vote early, polling places

il be open on Election Day.
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VOTE FROM HOME

# Register from home
Recommended options (through 15" day before an election)

Register by mail
st sdroitn,  + Gomi e goNotufogform.
b e ame * oewrlendand ot At
e s i ot
g
=
oy
B Apply from home for a ballot
Recommended options (note deadlines below)
Requestanabsenteebtl Submityouapcaton
A —
*+ (2) Get an application or accessible. electronically to clerk.
e i oo 4 bl pliisaa ol

by 5 pam. the Fiday bafors an slecton.Your
lotwillbe malet 10 you, sosend yourapplication
s wecks prio to Electin Doy

‘your dark's websit. il ot and ign .
+ 0r(3)signup to automatically receve an
‘application eforeevery lection, soyou
P bays hawe the option o vote by mal it * BY email—Scan orake a picture of your application
e Goiicns ol v e and emalt o your townshiporcity clrk s
nformationon the home page. youtenot  fecommended thatyou do this atleast two wesks

alady on th permanent absentvoter s, beore Hlction Dy.
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5% Vote from home with an absent voter ballot

Retarm ballat by sall Inersncpton: temyoubltotogbos o
- Allabsentee bollots receved by 8 pm. Nov. 3 et yourcey ortouinp ek
withamatching: e counted. Gt

ey
Return by mallatlast two wacks prior.

an.gov/Vote for personalized voting information.
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. STAY SAFE ey

VOTE FROM HOME

New voters register from home

= Recommended: Register by mail/online at Michigan. govjVote
through Oct, 12,

B If necessary, registration is available by bringing proof of residency
toyaur local clerk’ office up to and on Election Day.

Apply from home for a ballot

= Apply or download an application at Michigan.govjVote.
Accessible applications are also available. Oryou may

reguestar applcation trom your ocal e
# Recommended: Sign up to automatically receive an
applicationtovat t home inevery slsction.
Vote from home with an absent voter ballot
w Ballots must be received by the clerk by 8 p.m. Election

N1 . .
v Day. Return your ballot to a drop hox {f your local clerk has one) or

in persan at your clerk's affice. Call firstfor location and hours.

# Or return your ballot by mail s soon as possible and at least two
weeks before Election Day.
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VOTING OPTIONS

Register
# Recommended: Register by mail online at Michigan.gov/Vote for
the Nov.3 general letion through Oc. 15,

 Register in person at your local clerk’s office up to and on Election
Day and vote while there. Visit Michigan.gov/Vote for clerk
information.

Request to have an absentee ballot sent to you

 Apply online or download an application at Michigan.gov/Vote.
Accessible applications are also available. If you download, sign
@ e sopicaton andthen email o malitto yourlocl ek

® Recommended: Apply s soon as possible and by Oct,19.

Vote early or on Election Day
SP% & Early: Make sure to retur your absentee ballot to your clerk by 8 p.m.
[~

Election Day. SIGN THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE and return:

« By delivering the ballotto your clerk's rop box oroffice; or
» By mailingyour ballot (recommended by Oct. 19).
o Early: visit your city or townshipclerk's office from Sept. 24
through Nov. 2, request an absentee ballot and vote while there.
® Election Day: Go to your polling place or, if not yet registered,
your clerk's office. Find both at Michigan.gov/Vote.
® Note: Clerk's offices and polling places will be supplied

with protective and hygiene supplies, and will follow
protocols to ensure safe in-person voting.
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Election Security in Michigan

Security best practices

Michigan has adopted many national best practices to strengthen our system and
ensure our elections are accurate and secure:

© Upgraded voting technology
Al voting machines are next generation oprical scan machines. which use paper
ballots scanned through electronic tabulators and are not connected to nternet

Important safeguard: Paper ballots are retained and can be reviewed and
recounted.

There s no evidence voting machines In Michigan have ever been compromised
or that votes have been changed.

 Improved Qualified Voter File system (QUF)

= The QUFis a modern, custom buil system used by Bureau of Elections and
clerks t efficiently and effectively malntain the state'sregistered voter st

= ithas enhanced security built in and utlizes multi-factor authentication.

= The systemis continuously monitored and protected.

= Automatic oter registration for allctizens who apply for drivers licenses or 1Ds
and an online voter registration system help keep voter rolls up to date with
relable, voter-provided information.

 Joined the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC)

= ERICis 2 nonprofit, mulistate partnership that offers states key federal
databases and the use of sophiticated and secure data-matching technology to
safeguard the integriy of their voter fies.

= The system uses encrypted voter information from partnering
states along with death records from the Social Security
‘Administration to red flag deceased voters. dupicate
Voter registrations, voters who move, and eligible voters
ot yet registered so states can reach outto them.

= Untiljoining ERIC, Michigan had no system in place to
verify the accuracy of it voter fle against those of other

states.

Learn more at Michigan.gov/Electi




