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       A Letter from the Michigan Secretary of State

Service members serving across the United States and abroad face unique challenges when participating in our elections. As chief election officer of Michigan and the spouse of a veteran, I am committed to ensuring equitable access to our democracy for all citizens. 

Despite the progress made over the years to better facilitate secure and accessible voting for those who serve, there is still more work to do to ensure all military service members and their families have the tools they need to make their voice heard. This is where your partnership comes in. The Department of State is asking for partners, stakeholders, and other interested organizations and individuals to serve as trusted messengers and share accurate nonpartisan voting information to Michigan military service members and their families. 

It is not enough to publish these resources. We need help ensuring that they reach our service members.  I hope you find this information helpful and I am extremely thankful for your partnership in securing the right to vote for all who serve our country.
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Jocelyn Benson 
Michigan Secretary of State



Goals of Toolkit:

· Provide accurate and timely information to military voters.
· Increase military voter turnout in all Michigan elections.
· Promote partnerships with stakeholders to distribute accurate information to military voters and their families, primarily those currently serving overseas.


How Can You Help?

The Michigan Department of State is asking partners, stakeholders and other interested organizations and individuals to share trusted voter information to our military service members and their families via social media, newsletters, emails and in other communications with your networks, constituents, and audiences. 
Here’s what you can do:
· Share this toolkit with the military community 
· Post on your social media/communication outlets to encourage service members to register today and vote early. 
· Inform military voters on all their options to vote. 
· Find additional stakeholders to help distribute this toolkit



Timeline (General Election)	

Through Oct. 19
Key Messages
· Voters have choices to cast their ballots.
· Register to vote online or by paper form.
· Service members should fill out and return absentee ballot requests using the FPCA (Federal Post Card Application).
· If mailing back your ballot, place it in the mail ASAP and no later than Oct. 19 to ensure it arrives before 8 p.m. on Election Day.
· Voting by mail is safe, time-tested and secure. Military service members have been voting by mail since the Civil War.
Take Action
· Post on social media (see page 7).
· Email Template #1 (see page 8).
· Post Websites/Resources (outlined on page 6).
Oct. 20 - Nov. 3 
Key Messages
· Overseas voters should use a FWAB (Federal Write-In Ballot) if they have not received their absentee ballot yet and place in the mail ASAP.
· Voters should mail their ballot immediately. In fact, if they are in the state of Michigan, they should return it by hand to their drop box or clerk’s office.
· Voting by mail is safe, time-tested and secure. Military service members have been voting by mail since the Civil War.
Take Action
· Post on social media (see page 8).
· Email template #2 (see page 9).
· Post Websites/Resources (outlined on Page 6).
Web Pages/Resources

These are a set of resources/tools for military voting engagement that MDOS has compiled to be utilized and shared by interested organizations and individuals. 

Key websites to be shared:
· MICHIGAN.GOV/VOTE
· Check voter registration
· Track ballot
· Find clerk contact information

· fvap.gov/michigan –FPCA Application where military members can register to vote and apply for an absentee ballot to be mailed.  

· fvap.gov/Fwab –FWAB ballot that you can download, print, fill out, and then return by mail. (Be sure to verify/update voter registration address via michigan.gov/vote.)

· michigan.gov/militaryvoting –MDOS Military and Overseas Voting page.

Additional Resources:

· fvap.gov/military-voter – Federal Voting Assistance Program home page

· fvap.gov/guide/Michigan – Compiled information specific to the State of Michigan regarding voting for military personnel

· eac.gov/overseas-military-voters – U.S. Election Assistance Commission page for military/overseas voter

· michigan.gov/2020Elec-Dates-Booklet – Election dates/deadlines


Social Media Posts

Oct. 16 
· Social Media Post #1 (Instagram/Facebook/LinkedIn/Twitter)
	
- Attention Michigan Service Members and eligible family: Whether you’re voting for the first time or first time in a long time, now is the time to register and make a plan to vote. You can vote in person, use the FPCA, or the FWAB for the November election. Get started at Michigan.gov/Vote  #MiMilitaryVote
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· Social Media Post #2 (Instagram/Facebook/LinkedIn/Twitter)
-Social Media Blurb…

- If you are a Michigander who is active duty and stationed away from home, you can still vote! Watch this video on how you can use the Federal Post Card Application and then go to fvap.gov/michigan to access the FPCA. #MiMilitaryVote
[image: Federal Post Card Application]

















Link: https://www.youtube.com/embed/dLkoJgVwFIU




Social Media Continued…
Oct. 19 – Nov. 3 

· 1st Social Media Post
-Social Media Blurb…

-Are you a Michigan servicemember who hasn’t received a ballot or are you concerned that your ballot won’t get back in time to be counted? The FWAB is a safety net for your vote. Check out the video below and then go to  fvap.gov/Fwab  to the FWAB #MiMilitaryVote
[image: Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot]














Link: https://www.youtube.com/embed/KYm0fc3FNss




· 2nd Social Media Post (Instagram/Twitter/Facebook/LinkedIn)
-Social Media Blurb…
 

   -Want to see the status of your ballot? Make sure that you’re ready for the Nov. 3 election by going to Michigan.gov/Vote #MiMilitaryVote
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Email Templates

· #1 Email Template - Use first email template to remind military voters to register and to pick their mode of voting for the Nov. 3 Election, whether that be FPCA, FWAB, or in-person voting.

	
	- Subject: Are you Ready to Vote?
			
		Just because you’re away from home doesn’t mean you can’t vote! The state of Michigan is here to support all Michigan servicemembers in casting your vote so you can trust it will be counted. 

		Whether you’re on a ship, in a combat zone, or stateside, you can cast your ballot through the Federal Post Card Application, the Federal Write-in Ballot, or vote in person. 

		Don’t wait. Make a plan today to vote in the Nov. 3 Election. 

[bookmark: _Hlk52666634]	 Links to ways you can vote:

· FVAP-https://www.fvap.gov/michigan
· FWAB-fvap.gov/Fwab
· MDOS-Michigan.gov/Vote
	









Email Templates

· #2 Email Template – Use second template to remind voters that time is running out to register and vote. Remind them that if they are out of state to send their ballots in as soon as possible to avoid postal delays. The FWAB can be used as a means to vote if they are returning a ballot after Oct. 19.

	-Subject: Make Sure Your Voice is Heard.
The Nov. 3 election is quickly approaching. Make sure you are registered and ready to vote in person, or if you’re voting by mail or Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB), that your ballot is filled out and mailed to your city or township clerk. 
You protect this democracy not just by defending it but by participating as a voter in elections.  Make sure your voice is heard this Nov. 3. 
Don’t wait, Vote. 
	
	Links to ways you can vote:

· FVAP-fvap.gov/michigan
· FWAP-fvap.gov/Fwab
· MDOS-Michigan.gov/Vote








Graphics/Videos

· Below you can find extra graphics and videos you can use in your military voter outreach.
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Those serving overseas should be able to participate fully in our democracy without significant
barriers or obstacles. Special services are currently provided to assist miltary voters’ participation
in elections. New efforts are underway to make voting even easier for those who serve our country.

Register to vote
* Register at Michigan.gov/Vote.
*You can also register by downloading

and completing the Federal Post Card
Application (FPCA) from the Federal

Voting Assistance Program at FVAP.gov.

‘Check the status of your voter
registration at Michigan.gov/Vote.

Request your ballot
Roquest an absentes ballotbe st o
you by email, fax or regular mail.
«Download the FPCA from FVAP.gov.
Pt autand check th boxtondate
vy
‘Submit the FPCA to your local clerk by
ot o
*Visit Michigan.gov/Vote to check the.
status of your requested ballot and view
your ballot ahead of time.
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Cast your vote and
submit your ballot

Return your ballot by regular m:
received by Election Day.

We must do more

Wichigan Secrstoy o e Jocetm Benson
propocs h owing egslative acton 0 ersure
Vot of s marers s v a1

s ey v comanns s acas 0 e
Allow absentee ballots of miltary
members and their families to be
counted after Election Day, as long as
they are postmarked by Election Day and
received in time for canvassing.

Allow military members serving overseas
and their spouses to securely retum
their ballots electronically.

Improve ballot tracking tools for military
members.

A your voice 1o the conversation by emaling
your feedback to Secretary@Michigan.gov.

For more information,visit Michigan.gov/ MilitaryVoting.
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Election Security in Michigan

Security best practices

Michigan has adopted many national best practices to strengthen our system and
ensure our elections are accurate and secure:

© Upgraded voting technology
Al voting machines are next generation oprical scan machines. which use paper
ballots scanned through electronic tabulators and are not connected to nternet

Important safeguard: Paper ballots are retained and can be reviewed and
recounted.

There s no evidence voting machines In Michigan have ever been compromised
or that votes have been changed.

 Improved Qualified Voter File system (QUF)

= The QUFis a modern, custom buil system used by Bureau of Elections and
clerks t efficiently and effectively malntain the state'sregistered voter st

= ithas enhanced security built in and utlizes multi-factor authentication.

= The systemis continuously monitored and protected.

= Automatic oter registration for allctizens who apply for drivers licenses or 1Ds
and an online voter registration system help keep voter rolls up to date with
relable, voter-provided information.

 Joined the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC)

= ERICis 2 nonprofit, mulistate partnership that offers states key federal
databases and the use of sophiticated and secure data-matching technology to
safeguard the integriy of their voter fies.

= The system uses encrypted voter information from partnering
states along with death records from the Social Security
‘Administration to red flag deceased voters. dupicate
Voter registrations, voters who move, and eligible voters
ot yet registered so states can reach outto them.

= Untiljoining ERIC, Michigan had no system in place to
verify the accuracy of it voter fle against those of other

states.

Learn more at Michigan.gov/Electi
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HOW TO VOTE FROM ANYWHERE

WHEN YOU'RE IN THE MILITARY

STEP Register and request
your absentee
ballot at FVAP.gov

STEP Fill out and send
in your ballot
when it arrives

THAT'SIT.
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ON BASE? STATIONED OVERSEAS? ON A SHIP?
NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE, YOU CAN VOTE.

If you're active duty and living away from your voting residence,
you can have your absentee ballot sent to you.

FILL OUT THE FEDERAL POST CARD
APPLICATION (FPCA) AT FVAP.GOV
TO REGISTER AND REQUEST

YOUR BALLOT

WHEN?
Send it to your election office by August 1*
(or Iater depending on your state) for the
General Election on November 3, 2020.

WHAT IF THE BALLOT DOESN'T ARRIVE.
INTIMETO FILL OUT AND SEND BACK [ WANT TO MAKE SURE YOUR
SYJHEDEADUNEE, BALLOT WAS RECEIVED?

Use the Faderal Write-in Absentee
Ballot (FWAB) as a backup ballot (Chieckthe: statis at TNAR0v:

at FVAPgov.

y

THAT'S IT. YOU'RE A MILITARY VOTER.

@ FAPsy

Americans can vote.
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