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October  10, 1988 . 

Mr. John R .  Monaghan 
Monaghan f o r  Probate  Judge Commi t t e e  
604 L i n c o l n  
P o r t  Huron, M ich igan  48060 

Dear M r .  Monaghan: 

T h i s  i s  i n  response t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  September 14, 1988, r e q u e s t i n g  an exemp- 
t i o n  f r o m  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  requ i remen ts  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Campaign F inance Ac t  
( t h e  A c t ) ,  1976 PA 388, as amended. As s t a t e d  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r ,  you i n t e n d  t o  
have a  message f a v o r i n g  y o u r  cand idacy  p r i n t e d  on " g r i p p e r s , "  wh ich  a r e  used t o  
a s s i s t  i n  remov ing j a r  l i d s .  

S e c t i o n  4 7 ( 3 )  of t h e  Act ,  MCL 169.247, s t a t e s  t h a t  " p r i n t e d  m a t t e r  h a v i n g  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  an e l e c t i o n ,  . . . s h a l l  b e a r  upon i t  t h e  name and address o f  t h e  
p e r s o n  p a y i n g  f o r  t h e  m a t t e r . "  T h i s  s e c t i o n  goes on t o  s t a t e :  

"The s i z e  and placement o f  t h e  d i s c l a i m e r  s h a l l  be de te rm ined  by  r u l e s  
p romu lga ted  b y  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e .  The r u l e s  may exempt p r i n t e d  
m a t t e r  and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  i t ems  such as campaign b u t t o n s  o r  b a l l o o n s ,  
t h e  s i z e  o f  wh ich  makes i t  unreasonab le  t o  add an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  
d i s c l a i m e r ,  f r o m  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  d i s c l a i m e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  
s e c t i o n . "  

P u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t he  Act ,  t h e  Department  has promulgated r u l e s  
3 6 ( 3 ) ,  1979 AC R169.36(3): 

" ( 3 )  A  campaign i t em,  t h e  s i z e  o f  wh ich  makes i t  unreasonab le  t o  add 
an  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  d i s c l a i m e r ,  o r  b o t h ,  as des igna ted  b y  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  i s  exempted f r o m  t h i s  r u l e . "  

An i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  sample you p r o v i d e d  shows t h a t  t h e  s i z e  and makeup o f  t h e  
g r i p p e r  makes i t  unreasonab le  t o  add an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o r  d i s c l a i m e r .  

Based on t h e  above, t h e  Department o'f S t a t e  f i n d s  t h a t  a  wa ive r  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  
i n  t h e  f a c t  s i t u a t i o n  p resen ted  f o r  g r i p p e r s  wh ich  a r e  5 i nches  o r  l e s s  i n  
d i a m e t e r .  

Very  t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

P h i l l i p  T. Frangos,  D i r e c t o r  
O f f  i c e  of Hear ings  and L e g i s l a t i o n  




