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Lgu 5.sk s.:hether r: corporation, w h i c h  c:;!:trfbct?s c b a l l a t  q u e s t i o ~  
comni :-tee, i s  ; c S j e c t  t o  a ?  'I repcr t i in  r r q ~ i r e r ! l p n t s  o f  Cdri~l;ajqn F i  nar:ce 
Act ( ; ' t h2  Act1 ' ) ,  ?.A. 388 o f  1976, as  am??ded. 

Section 54 cf the Act (XCLA 5169.254)  prescr-ibes the manner in whFc:? 3 cor- 
poratiijn m3y nake cr;l i t i c a l  contr ibut ions  o r  e x n r n d i  tures .  Secticn 51';(3) 
permits 2 c c r : ) ~ r a t i c n  t o  cont r ibu te  up t o  $40,CGO. 30 t o  a  b a l l s t  qcestion 
co tmi t t e2  f o r  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  passage, o r  d e f c t  o f  a p a r t i c u i a r  b s l l o t  
quest ion.  

Section 3 (4 )  31 the A c t  (MCLP 8169.203(2)) de f i nes  "comi  t tee"  as "a persop 
~ i h o  rece '*~es  contr ibut ions  o r  mikes expendi tur?$ f g r  the p u r p ~ s e  of influencing 
o r  atterr;?tins t o  influerice t he  act ion of t he  voters fo r  o r  agains t  the non!ind- 
t ion  rr e l ec t j on  of a candidate,  o r  the qualif icaTion,  passage, c r  defeat  of a  
b a l l o t  quest ion,  i f  contr ibut ions  received t o t a l  $230.03 o r  rnore in a caiendar 
y e w  or expendi tures  made t o t a l  5200.03 or more j 2  a calendar year ."  

"Person" i s  dsfined in  Section 11 ( 1 )  (MCLP, 5169.211 ( 1 ) )  t o  include several 
e n t i t i e s  anlong which i s  a corporat ion.  

.. 
Section 2 ( 2 )  (Y4CLA 5169.202(2)) defines "ba l l o t  question co rn i t t e e "  t o  mean 
"a corn i t t ee  acxing i n  suppor t  o f ,  o r  in  o?posit ion to ,  the qua l i f i c a t i on ,  
passage, o r  d e f e a t  of a b a i l o t  question b u t  v ~ h i c h  does not receive c ~ n t r i b u -  
t fons o r  make expenditures 3r contr ibut ions  f o r  tne purpose of influencjng 
or a e t ~ m ? t i n g  t9 influence t he  ac t jon  of t h e  \ ~ o t e r s  f o r  o r  agains t  the nomi- 
nazion o r  e l e c t i c n  oi- 6 candidate." 

I n  v i ? w  of the defin'tions s t a t e d  in Sections 3 ( 4 )  a n d  ;](I), a cc:-?orcicion 
wh ich  inakes a con-ir" : D  ~ " i c  ; , j n  3 r  espenditilre i n  the m;cgn'i of 5293.05 o r  mart: 
i n  a cL??endar  year  p i l r s z - i n t  t o  the provisicns of  Sec t io r~  5 4 ( 3 )  i s  s ~ ; b j e c t  t:~ 
a1 1 i $e regis t r a  tiiin and r c p o r i i ~ g  reqas rr-nents of the F .c t .  The ccr7orc:l >':in 
has to  r e g i s t e r  as s ba l l o t  question c a m n i t t e e .  



Honor-able George Montgomery 
May 30, 1979 
P h g e  2 

This l e t t e r  i s  inPorrnzticn;I and  does n o t  c s n s t i  tu te  a declaratory r u l i n g  
as your l e t l s r  d i d  riot present a precise statement o f  f a c t s .  Msreover-, 
since u n o f f i c i a l  i cfct-mation c o ~ t r a y  t o  the aozi t i o n  expressed i n  th is  
Ieitei- has 3rouided previously by t : ~ i s  o f f i c e ,  the Department i s  a p p l y i n g  
t h i s  i nterpretatiorl  pin3spectively i n  enforcement a: the  Act .  

Ve~y t r u  y yours, 2 

O f f i c e  of Heerings and Legis1 a t i o n  








