
I4r. Leon D .  ICobes 
2033 Crozier Avenue 
Muskegon, Michigan 49441 

Dear f:ir. laobes: 

This i s  in response to  your inqi~i ry regarding the appl icabil i  ty of the Campaign 
Finance Act (" the Act"), 1976 PA 388, as amended, to  paid statements you would 
l ike  t o  place in the media. 

You itldicate you do not know i f  you will run for  o f f i ce  in the r~ext election b u t  
you rrould 1 ike to make some pub1 ic  statements about a person P I ~ O  hds been a can- 
clidate for  election in the past ,  who you expect will be a  candidate i n  a  future 
e lec t ion ,  and \/no has recently received an appointment. You would a lso  l ike  t o  
niakc some public stitten~enls regarding the 'Governor and certain of his actions.  
You inquire as to the reporting requirements you must cornply with i f  you make 
these statenien ts by tileans of paid niedia messages. 

Since the f ac t s  anci questions you s t a t e  are  qui te  general it1 nature, t h i s  response 
must also be y3neral. "Ca:idiclate" i s  defined ( i n  par t )  by section 3(1) of t h ?  
Act (I'.ICL 169.203(1)) as follows: 

" 'Candida~e '  mans ari itlclividual: ( a )  r.ho f i l e s  a Fee, a f f idavi t  of 
incumbency, or  noriii nating pet i t ion for  an e lec t ive  off ice ;  ( b )  whose 
nomiination as a carididate for e lec t ive  of f ice  by a  pol i t ica l  pqrty 
caucus o r  converitiori i s  c e r t i  i ied to the appropriate f i  1 ing o f f i c i a l  ; 
( c )  who receives a contribution, makes an expend i ture ,  or gives consent 
fo r  another person t o  receive a  contribution or  make a n  expenditure with 
d vie4,v to bringing about the individual 's  nomination or  election to  an 
e lec t ive  of f ice ,  whe tiler or not the speci i i c  e lec t ive  off ice for whicjl 
the individual will seek nomination or  election i s  known a t  the time the 
contribution i s  received o r  the expenditure i s  made; or  ( d )  who i s  an 
officeholder who i s  the subject of a recall  vote. - Unless the ot i iceholder  
i s  const i tut ional ly or legal ly  barred from seeking re. lection o r  f a i l s  t o  
f i  le for  reelection to that  o f f i ce  by the applicable fTling dead1 ine,  an 
elected officeholder shall  be considered to be a candidate f o r  relection 
to that  same of f ice  f o r  the purposes of t h i s  a c t  only." (Emphasis supplied) . 

. . - 1  - - -. - .- - . 
The identi f ication requi rements f o r  printed matter and media advertisements' are '  - 

< '  . s e t  out in section 47 of the Act (PICL 169.247): . , 
_. . , > 

"See. 47.  ( 1 )  A bil lbodrd, placard, poster,  pamphlet, or other printed 
, 

matter having reference to an e lec t ion ,  a candidate, or bal lot  question, 
sh,lll bedr upon i t  the name a n d  address o f  the person paying f o r  the 
ir~d t te  r .  



- 
[ I t . .  Leon I ) .  rlohcs 
Pa!je 'Two 

( 2 )  A radio 0:- t ~ ' 1 ~ j i . i  ~ i o ~ i  paicl ;iclve~*tisc:iicri t iiaviricj reference to  211 

el(!(: t ion ,  ;I c,intl.i!.!.i ?.c, 0)- Oal l o t  questions shdl 1 irlerl't i.f'.y tht?  s l~onsor inq 
[ ) C I ' S O I ~  as I - C C ~ I I  i t ' f 1 ~ 1  t1.y t i i i !  fec!er;~ I co;;i:iittlic~ t:io~is corrli~iissioti, shdl 1 bear 
tlle n~inle O F  t l ~ c  pcrsor~ j~ayi~lq  foi-  ilie actvertiseiiierit, ancl sha l l  be iri 
co:lipl i a r~ce  ~ i i t l i  the fo l  low i n q :  

( a )  I f  the radio o r  te levis ion paid advertisement r e l a t e s  to a candidate  
and i s  an indepenclen t expenditure,  the  adver tisernen t sha l l  corltain the 
fo7 lowing discla.imer: "Plot au tiiot-ized by any candidate." 

( b )  I f  the  radio  o r  t e lev i s ion  paid advertisement re7ates  t o  a  candidate 
and i s  not an independent expenditure b u t  i s  paid f o r  b y  a p2rson o t h e r  
than the candidate t o  wliich i t  i s  r e l a t ed ,  the  advertisement sha l l  con ta in  
the  following disclaimer: "Authorized by - -. . 

II 

-- . .----- r ~ a r n e  o f  candiclate o r  name 
of cl\ndicl;lte cor~lriii i . t c e r  

(3 )  I f  the  pr in ted i r ~ ~ ~ t t e r  r e l a t i ng  t o  a cand-ida te i s  a'n independent ex- 
penditure which was riot authorized in vlritinq by the  candidate comniittee 
of t h a t  candidate,  t he  printed iristter sha l l  contain the  following dis-  
claimer:  "Plot auttlori zi:d by the cantlidate conlmi t tee of 

I I 

- . - . - -- -6a:di ds t e  ' s 
tiarnc') 

The s i z e  ancl pldr-anen t of tit;. d isc la i r r~er  shal 1 be tle teri:t.ind b y  ru les  
proniulgated by tiic sec re tc~ry  of s t a t e .  The ru l e s  may exetnpt pr in ted 
mat ter  arid c e r t a i n  o the r  i  teriis such as can~paign buttons 01- bal loons 
the s i z e  of vihich riial:es i t  unreasonable t o  add an idenf ica t ion  o r  
disclai iner,  ft-021 the  i den t i f i c a t i on  o r  disclairner- recluir-ed by t h i s  
sec tiotl. 

( 4 )  A persoti 1:llio knoblinrjly v io l a t e s  t h i s  sec t ion  i s  gu'i 1 ty of a mis- 
dei:rc~nor ancl s l ~ a l l  he pur~isticd by a f i n e  of not niorc! than $7,000.00, o r  
iinprison~cl fol- not rnore than 90 days, o r  both." 

You must apply these s ec t i ons  t o  yoursel f  i n  purchasiilg r;ieciia messages. I f  
you a r c  a "candidate,"  any purchased pr in ted n~a t t e r  o r  adve r t i s  ing hdv'ing 
reference to  you must bz i d en t i f i ed  as resirired - in  s ec t ion  47. I t  rri:;t s t a t e :  
"Paid for  by  II 

-- 
- - (naKTfy%F c omm i  t t ee  ) 

Sicni l a : - l y ,  i f  ar:ott:c:. person i s  a  "candidate,"  any pr in ted matter  o r  adver t i s ing  
you p a y  fo r  having reference to that. person niust contain one o f  the th ree  d i s -  
claimers s e t  out in subsections 2 ( a ) ,  2 ( b ) ,  and 3 o f  sec t ion  47. 

This response i s  info!~rliatiorial only and does not c o n s t i t u t e  a declara tory  
r i ~  1 i  r ~ q  . 

f - i 
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