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August 13, 1990 

Joari M. Olcler 
Citizens for Joan Olcler 

_ 382 Cecl:irdi~le Drive 
Rose City, Micliig:i~i 48054 

Dear Ms. Olcler: 

r .  I his is iri resporise to your recluest for iirl exeriil)tiori froni [lie identificatiori recj~~irenients 
of section 47 of [lie Citn~lxiign 1;iniirice Act, 1976 I'A 388, its amencled. 

Section 47 o f  the Act (MCI. 109.247) stales, iri per-tinerit part: 

"Sec. 47. ( 1 )  A billl)oi~rel, ljlac-arcl, Iloster, pi~[ill)lllzt, o r  other printed matter 
liaving refererice to an electioli, a cancliclate, or ballot cluestion, shall bear 
up011 i t  tlie name and ;ldclress of t l ~e  persori paying for tlie matter." 

Itule 36(2)  of the atllni~iistriitive r ~ ~ l e s  prorii~~lg;ited to i~iiplernent the Act provides tlie 
iclentit'ication statelllent must incl~rde [lie words "l'aicl for by" followed by tlie name arid 
conil)lete ildcl~ess of the 1);lyor. Ilowever, section 47(3) of the Act authorizes the 
Secretary of State to exenil)t certai~i items i f  tlieir s i ~ e  rnnkes i t  u~iretlsonable to adcl an 
iclentif'icatiou statement. 

You have rerjuestecl a n  exe~iil)tiori for a woocleli nickel, wliicli presulnably is siriiilar iri  

size to ii I'ive cerit coin. Accorclirig to your prirller, tliere is iusi~fficient space to inclucle 
an identification statelilerit or c1iscl;~iriier o n  the wooclen tiickel. 

r 7 I lie Del)artrnerlt Itas ~)revioirsly il~ter-l)retccl 111e Act as eserilpti~~g a n~1ri10er of ilenis 
d i ~ e  to their size, iricl~lclirlg I~ingo cl~il)s, I)uttoris, clotllespirls iincl wooclen rulers. rl'lle 
wootler~ nickel wl\icll is t l ~  5ul)ject of your rccluest is of' a colnp;lrat)le size or smaller. 
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1 t would I)e unreasoriat)le tl11t1, acco~di~ig to yoLrr priii ter, perllaps ilnpossiblc to include 
ari identification bttltenieli t or tlisclainier on s~icli a sriitlll item. Therefore, the 
Departliient has deterniinetl that a woodeli nickel which is the approximate size of a five 
cent coin is exempt from the recluirernents of xction 47 of the Act. 

Very truly yoirrs, 

I'l~illip 2'. I ~ ~ ~ a ~ i g o s ,  llirector L,' 

DfCice of I Iearings a r~d  Legislation 




