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RiCHARO W .  AUSYlM e SECREirZRY 3F STATE 
M1C:Hii;AN 4 8 9 1  8 

S T A T E  T R E A S U R Y  BUILDING 

January 24, 1984 

Mrs. F lo rence  F .  S d l  tzrnan 
30630 Woodsi de Drl ~e 
F r a n k l  i n ,  MSchi gafi 48025 

Dear Mrs. Sai tzman: 

T h i s  ? T  i n  response t o  you r  j n q u i r y  concern ing t he  Camp&, gn F inance Ac t ,  1976 PA 
388, a s  afilenaed ( t h e  '%ctU)  . You : ,~t t rn i  t t e d  a rlocumer,t era t 1 t l e d  "Twenty 
Q u e s t b n s  i n  thc F r a n k l i n  School P rope r t y  Fureh6se" and d s k  i f  the document may 
be d e f i n e d  as " a  PO? l t l c d l  p i e c e  3f  d [jroklp d t t e i np t i ng  rl j  inf lue?rrce dn r - . l ec t ion  
and i f  so, shoul dn '  t tne group f i l e  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  statenlent D I  us 1 d e t a i l e d  
r e p o r t ? "  You s n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  you r  bei l e f  t h d t  t h e  aocument " r ep resen t s  d 

group a t t enp t l r , g  t o  l i n f luence  an r -Sect ion" and d s k  t l iar; .  f f  t h e  Deparrrcerlt 
agrees, \*re n o t i  f j  the  Oak1 and County C le rks  o f f i c e  dnd you rse l  f " s o  t h a t  3ak land 
County can . . . reques t  the  group" f i l  l i n g . "  

I n  rcspon;e t o  you r  li,uestlcns, ~t [nusf: f i r s t  be p a l n t e a  o u t  t h a t  the  conc1us;on 
o f  the d o c ~ l ? ~ ~ c t  stdtes ,  "The purpose o f  t h i s  q u e s t i c n n a i r e  i s  t o  J L ~  ques t ions  
t h a t  neea d f i swe r i ng  and t o  ge t  maximum v o t e r  p d r t i c i p s t i u n . "  Nowhere I n  the 
Gocunlent nay be  folirla any s ta tement  u r g i n g  v o t e r s  t o  s u ~ p o i - t  o r  r ' e jec t  any par-  
r , i ~ , i l a r  position ( 1 . e . ,  "Vo te  Yes { ~ r  No) on t he  F rank l  l n  Schocii ?r.uperty 
?urc!id:ei"l . T h ?  Ac t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  c e r t n l n  evperrdi t u r e s  be r e p o r l e d  , ~ n d  
c?xc? uaes : 

"An ~ x p e n d ~ t u r e  f o r  csmmur;~zatiun on a s u b j e c t  ..r < s s ~ @  i f  t h ~  cam- 
rnun ica t ion  does c o t  supporc or op;lcse d ~ n i l o t  ;ssue o r  cand-fdate Ly vsme o r  
c l e d r  i n f e r e n c e  . .. . ." ( M C L  1 6 9 . 2 0 6 ( 3 ' ~ ( ~ ) )  

Becdbse t9e docurn?nt which you subrnieLed doe5 l l a t  d p p p a r  t o  "suppur; or. sppose n 
ad1 l o t  i s j u e "  ? i t h e r  l i r e c t l y  " o r  by c lea r  infererrct.," f unas  used  t, ;;a? f o r  i t  
da  n o t  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  expenal  t u r e s  whlch must be r e p c r t e d .  

A "corfimi t t ee"  1 s r ? e f i n e d  as s e c t i o n  3(41  o f  the Ac t  as  meanin$: 

" . ,, . a person who rece i ves  c o n t i - ; b u t i o n s  qr' :.isi:cs expend i tu res  f o r  
xhe p c r p o s e  o f  i ~ f l u e n c i n g  or d t t e f i l p t i n q  t o  i n F ' ~ ~ n c c  the sct iun ;f 
t h e  ; lutcrs f o r  1.1r a g d i  n s t  the  . . . t j ~ i , ~  j f i c 3 t i  3r!. g a s s d g e ,  ijr i i e fea t  
o f  a b a ;  l o t  ques t ion ,  i f  . . . expcnd i ru rus  :naae t ~ ! t a ' i  $280.(10 o r  more 
i n  a  ca: endar year . "  
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Because the document you submi t ted  does  n o t  appear t o  " i n f l u e n c e  o r  a t t e m p t  t o  
r 'nf luence the a c t i o n  o f  the  v o t e r s  f o r  o r  aga ins t "  the " F r a n k l i n  School Proper ty  
PurchaseN b u t  r a t h e r  appears t o  "ask ques t ions  . . . and t o  g e t  maximum v o t e r  
p a r t i c i p 8 t i o n , "  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  group c i r c u l a t i n g  the doctiment i s  n o t  a 
"commi t'tee" as d e f i n e d  above, and t h e r e f o r e  need n o t f i l e  a s ta tement  o f  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n  o r  campaign s ta tements  u n t i l  i t  a c t u a l l y  becomes a commit tee as de f i ned  i n  
t h e  A c t .  

The above i s  no t  a  d e c l a r a t o r y  r u l i n g  concern ing  the A c t  because none was 
requested. 

Very e r u l  y yours,  

P h i l l i p  T. Frangos 
v 

D i  r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  sf Heari ngs and L e g i  sl a t i  on 




