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December 1 , 1981 

Mr. Jarnes C. VanHees t 
A 0137 146th Avenue 
H o l l ~ n d ,  Michigan 49423 

Dear Mr. Vaniieest: 

You r a i sed  several  ques t ions  coric:erniiig the  Campaign Firi,ince Act ( the " A c t " ) ,  
1976 P A  388,  as amended. However, ,your prinisry quest ion i s  whet,her o r  not the  
"p r inc ipa l  campaign committee of a  candidate  f o r  f ede ra l  o f f i c e  . . . s h a l l  be 
requi red  t o  f i l e  campaign f inance  r epor t s  with the Michigan Secre ta ry  of S t a t e ' s  
o f f i c e . "  Since the i s sues  r a i s ed  by your secondary qilestions a r e  v a r i s t i o n s  of 
the  i s sue  g iv ing  r i s e  t o  the primary ques t ion ,  only the l a t t e r  i s  answered in 
t h i s  s ta tement .  

In a l e t t e r  t o  Mr. P h i l l i p  J .  Ar thu rhu l t z ,  dated November 2 ,  1978,  i t  was 
noted t h a t  " I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  an ind iv idua l  t o  be a  candidate  f o r  purposes 
of Federal law and the Act ."  The Act a p p l i e s  t o  an individual  3 t  the po in t  
in  time t h a t  he o r  she becomes a "candidat?"  as def ined in  s ec t ion  3 ( 1 ) ,  ( M C L  1 6 9 . 2 0 3 )  
Simply being a  candida te  f o r  a  Federal o f f i c e  in t h i s  s t a t e  does not s u b j e c t  a  
person to  t he  f i l i n g  and o t h e r  requirenients of the Act. However, i f  the Federal 
candida te  i s  a l s o  a  candida te  f o r  e l e c t i v ~ t  o f f i c e  cls d e f i r ~ e d  in the Act,  t he re  
inus t be compliance w i  t i1  the requi rernents of  t he  Michigan s t a t u t e .  

As the Arthurhul t z  l e t t e r  po in ts  o u t ,  p o l  i t i c a l  carl~paigns For Federal o f f  ice 
a r e  within the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the Federal Elec t ions  Conllnission. I t  i s  suggested 
yod d l r e c t  an inqui ry  t o  t h a t  agency. f ~ . c c ~ r d i n g l y ,  the  dr i swr  to  your "primary 
ques t ion"  i s  t h a t  the candjda te  corrimittee of  a  candida t?  f o r  Federal o f f i c e  
i s  not auto~riat ical  l y  requi red  to  co~liply w i  t t ,  the C~inpaign Finance Act.  t-lowever, 
sclch coriipliance may be requi red  i f  the  Federal ~ a n d f d d t e  i s  a l s o  a  candidate .  f o r  
s t a t e  o r  loca l  o f f i c e  o r  i f  the conlnii t t e e  of  tile Federal candidate  engages in 
f inanc ing  a c t i v i t y  within the  purview of the Act. 

For example, Federal cornmi t t e e s  niay d e s i r e  t o  make con t r ibu t ions  t o  poi i t i c a l  
par ty colnmittees. There i s  nothing i n  the Act precluding con t r ' bu t ions  from 
Federal coinmi t ~ e e s  to pol i  t i c a l  par ty  corl~mi t t e e s .  However, i  f  fur8ds to t a  i i ing 
more than 5200.00 a r e  turned over to a  p o l i t i c a l  par ty  comnittee and plzced in 
an ;~ccoiirit fro111 which they ;iiay be useu t o  f u r t h e r  the nomination o r  e l e c t i o n  of 
candici;:.~ f o r  s t ~ T e  0;-  loca l  o f f i c e ,  the donor of such funds,  i f  o the r  than an 

, , 

i n d i l , l c ~ l d  I , becoines a "coinn~i t t e e "  a s  defineti b y  sec t ion  3 ( 4 )  of the  Act and 
c91lipi iatl ie with the C;i~ii,z~a isr: Finar~ce A i t  i s  r equ i r ed .  This i s  t r u e  whether 
the  tr-;nsferred funds 6: -e  placed in the of r ' i c ja l  coinmi t t e e  depos i tory  o r  a  
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secondary depository o f  the pol i t i c a l  p d r t y  coriani ttccl.  Unless the cor~  l , t * i b u t o r  
clear ly  designates the funds as being fo r  o ther  than cdrnpaign purposes, the 
Department presumes t ha t  contributions t o  a  po l i t i c a l  party are made f o r  t h e  
purpose of influencing the nomination o r  e lec t ion  of a  candidate for  s t a t e  o r  
local o f f i c e ,  o r  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  passage o r  defeat  of a  ba l lo t  question.  

This response may be considered as informational only and does not cons t i tu te  
a  declaratory rul ing.  

Phi 1 1  ip T.  francjos, Director 
Office of Hearings & Legislat ion 
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