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T h i s  i s  i n  responsz 13 yaur  i n q u i r y  ccnc' rn inq : h e - d o c l i c a b i i i 2 y  o f  t h e  C a m p & i ~ n  
F i n a n c z  Acc (:he "Acc " ) ,  i 9 7 6  ? A  328, a s  m s n d e i ,  :a f ~ n a s  r z c t i v e i  b y  t h e  
2 2 g u b i i c a n  F'arxy from l a b o r  2nd b u s i n e s s  c o r p o r 3 i i a n s  and c~ c t r c a i n  gaf lents  
nace  b y  :he Reguol icdn ?ar:;~. You a l  j~ i z c u i r e  u k e t b e r  ;he 2 e ~ u b i  i c a n .  ?a rzy ,  c r  
i z s  p o l i c i c a i  pdr:y C S T ~ ~ I C C ~ ~ ,  is  subjez: co c e r c ~ i n  r37or: ing r 3 q u i i ~ m e n c j  
3qd?r t h e  Ace afla woechef c z t ~ a i n  caynents  nade b y  i h e  ? a p u b I i c 2 n  iYar:y a r ? .  

. 

c s n t r i  h u c i s n s  o r  expenal :urss and, t h e r e i c r ? ,  r e g a r t h b  Ye .under  t h e  Ac:: 
. . 

' fau ask whether 3 p o l  i i i c? I  ? d r ? y , .  a r  z g a ! i t i c a l  7 l r : y  rjsm;t:pa, 'rr215; ;'i je  2 
c3r;;aaign szaceflenc i f  Ches? o r c a n i z a c i o n s  d i d  nor  r?c.ive c2n:r'ou:ions c r  maxa 
2 z a e n d i  t z r e s .  '{su furrher ask wnerher t h e  Ac t  d i s ~ i n g u i s n e s  b e r . ~ e a n  a  201 i 1 ic3; 
3 a t Z y  and a  g o l i r ' c a l  garTy c; ,m' t i :~t~,  and, i f  sc, cses i h e  d i s < i n c : i a n  i i e  i;l 
:.'re f a c z  i h ~ r :  3 go1 i t i c 2 1  j a r z y  c s m i  t t s a ,  2s 3 c c m n i z z ? ~  UnGer the A,--, i s  . - .  
e n ~ a g e d  i n  a c c i v i c y  i n i i u e n c i n g  spec; r rc  e!ec:ions, wner tas ,  a  p o l i r i c a i  :~2r:;, 

i s  engaged i n  lener: l  goi itic.1 i c t i v i c y  and noc i n  z c z i v i t y  ;*hicn i n f i u e g c z s  2 
s a e c i i i c  2 l e c t i c n .  

- 
! h 2  imoor~ani d i s z i n c z i o n  i s  no: D e t ~ e o g  2 g o l i t i c a l  4Jar:y 5 go; i ' ; i cz !  3df:;/ 

c 2 m l T t t e ,  b u t  r z c h e r  bec.deon dn e n c i c y  wn i c n  1 1  2 c o m i  t ~ e o  uncer  t h e  Acc 5nC 
o n e  wnica I S  n o t .  [ C  i s  nac the  case t h a t  4 p o i i t i c z l  p 2 r c y  n a y  engage i n  a c c i -  
v i ~ i e s  wnic9 i n f l u e n c t  s c e c i f i c  ? i ? c t i o n s  ~ n l y  i h t a u q n  ~ o l i t i c a i  p a r t y  c3mi:- 

-, 
t t e s .  1 ne . k c  c o n t m c  1::~s f i v e  t ypes  o f  comni tcz=s:  c j n t i i d a c ?  c c m i  c ~ t a s ,  
0 5 ;  TcC c u e s t i o n  C3fmlt:2aS, indegendent c ~ m i i i t ~ s ,  o a l i r i c t l  ~3mji ;2es  and 
7 0 1  i c l c a ;  ?arc:/ c m n i i ; t a s .  Under she Acz, a pci i t i c d l  g z r c y  nay f e r n  2nd o p e r -  
2 ~ 2  t i c  3ny Lype of c,n1micc?e, exc?pc a  ' cana ida t2  c ~ m n i : ? ~ ?  x n i c h  c?n  c n l y  b? 
f o rmed  b y  a  zznaida:?. 
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% r i d e s  i n  parc ,  ""com!niZ:t:" m e u s  a  Dersan who receives cgn t r iou t ions  o r  makzs 
t x q e n d i t u r ? ~  f o r  the pur?os? cf influencing o r  aitcmoL1ng i o  influent? the 
d c r i c n  of the vot?rs . . . , if  cons t rbut ions  r2c2ivea . . . or  exaenditur2s made 
:aca l  5200.130 o r  mot? i n  a  cal?ndar ye-ir". 

Ysur i t t 2 r  S;aT.?s thd t  the p o i i ~ i c d l  pdrcy i n  q u 2 s ~ i o n  rec'ived no concribu-  
: i c n s  2nd mad? no ?xaendi :~r2s  f a r  Lhe purposz of inf;uencing vo t s r s  i n  a sgec i -  - .  
:it: t l e c ~ i o f l .  ?owe<~et ,  oncz 3 ;3efson q u d l  i f i e s  as a  c~mni  Zt te  under the dc:, 
c 3 m i t t e  S ; ~ : U S  c ~ n c i n u e s  f o r  subsauenc  ~ a i m a a r  yedrs F3r pur?os?s c i  ihe  
- 3 r n  . - , , r = i n q  r?au:tewflZs 2 ;  :he Ac:, sven :houch no cc~ncrioucions a r?  reczived and 
7 0  2x'2endi:ur25 drc add:. Cnce corr;irit:ac s iacus  i s  achiev?d, ihe corrmit;ea nus; " i ?  a t2rnoaj~n S t d t 2 ~ f l C  fit leas: annually under S ? C C ~ C ~ ~  35 of the Act (K', 
i3.!.235) ;rneLner ;jr noc i: r?c?ived c~nr , r i buc ions  3 r  ~ a d e  ~ x ~ e n d i  ;ur?s Curing 
the f i  l i ng  e r i o d .  A c m n i t t e e  zzn a ~ o i d  i i l i n ~  an annual c l m ~ a i g n  scai2.wn; 
gn :  y i f  i: q u a l i f i e s  ilnaer 2 .~12  3 7 ,  1979 AC 8163.37, and f i l c s  a  na-iver; unaer 
~ Z C C ~ S ~  2 4 ( 2 )  sf tne Act OKL 169.224j and dces not zxoend o r  r ? c t i v e  an anouni . 
i n  I X C ~ S S  of SZdO f g r  zny ? l e e t i o n ,  o r  i f  i t  f i l 2 s  a  d i s s a l u t i o n  statement under 
s z s c i o n  24(5)  of :he Ac: and Xuie 29, 1979 AC 4153.25. 

, ?u?e  3 ( l ) ,  i 9 7 9  kC ?.!.69.!(li, ? r av ides ,  " A  stat2meni,  r??or:: . '. . r2quired ;J 
3e f i  l ed  b y  ihe 3c: sha i l  be f i l e d  . . . on a ? o m  prescriS2d or  a ~ p r ~ v e d  pr2- -. <vicus l  y by :he szcr?cary of s t a t 2  . ' I  i ne OeoarrmenC gravides campaign s i a t t f l en t  
i 3 r r ; l s ,  and o t 9 e r  r t ga rc  in: f a n s ,  w i  t h  0r5-grin c t d  headings i o r  in ioma:  ion 
t t c u i r e c i  unaer ihe J.cC. Rule 3 ( 3 ) ,  ! 9 i 9  AC 216? .3 (3 ) ,  S t d t ? S ,  " A  gerson f i l i n g  
d ';zdc?ment o r  r q o r t  . . . shal I ccrnolerg e x h  ii;em of in iomacion  reques t td  o r  
s h z l l  no t e  c l e r l y  iha; :he i t t n  of iniarrnacian i s  not appl icable  to the f i l e r . "  
I? zcco r i anc?  wi t h g ? l  le 3 (  31 ,  witen the  m u c t  of money o r  value i s  rpU~eSt2d 2nd 
:?e F i  l e r  has zero amounr: to regor;, then z2ra m u n c  should he en'C?ftc?. 

' i ~ c ;  ask ,me the r  t5e s t a t 2  3egcST ic3n ~ r g a n i z a t  ion must teuarc  funds expended f o r  
; r z d u c i  n a  2nd d i s z r i b u ~ i n g  newsie::?rs, o r g a n i z ~ c i a n a i  . x a ~ z r i a l s ,  c amua i~n  
, m c = r ! a i  s ,  c ~ o a i g n  manuals, C ~ n d  r a j s ing  manuals dnd ocher s i m i l a r  maicr ial  s  
.*n Fc9 a r 2  s z n ~  to 2.2guo i icans o r  o the r  - inr t resc?d individual s  and organi zac i ans ,  
J U Z  , ~ n i c h  30 not sucporr o r  ooposz a  b a l l o t  issue o r  canc iaac t  b y  name o r  c l e s r  
i n l t r e n c ? .  You a lso  ask wheihef Con&tions rec2ived frcm business  and labor  c 3 r -  
g o r 3 ~ i o n s  nay be us24 i a  przduc? and d i s i r i b u ~ t  ihese  ma t s r i a l s  o r  o the r  com- 
x u r , i c d i i o n s  m i c h  do not sucporc o r  oppos2 any b a l l o t  quescion a r  candidac? by 
n a w  ;.r c l e a r  i f l f?r?nc?,  c r  wnich d r ?  nac made i c r  :he pur3ase a i  ini iuencing an 
t i zc : ion ,  or  xnicb ar' not i n  zssis:znc= or appos i t ion  i h e r e ~ i .  

Under s z c t i a n  A ( ! )  of i he  Acc ( o K L  169.204), a  cont r ibu t ion  i s  an "expendi tur t  
. . . made f o r  the purpos? of influencing the nomination o r  e l e c t i o n  of a  can- 
a i d a t ? ,  3r f a r  the q u a l i f i c a i i o n ,  passage, o r  de fea t  of 3 b a l l o t  ques t ion ."  
Unaer ~ e c i i o n  5 ( 1 )  of the Act (KL 169.206),  an expenciiturt i s  a "donation . . . 
. ~ f  . . . anything o i  asczrzainao!o monetary value f o r  . . . maiz r i a l s  . . . i n  
z s s i s c d n c t  o f ,  c r  i n  oocosizian i o ,  the. nomination o r  e i ec t ion  of a  candidac?, 
,cr r h e  q u 2 1  i f  i c2 t i an .  passzge, o r  d e f t a t  of 3 baI l o t  ques t ion ."  Addiiional l y ,  

11 7 j2c:icn E ( 2 )  a i  :he .:cr s i z t e s ,  cxpenai ture  incluaes a  con i r ibu i ion  o r  a  t r ans -  
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func t i ons  which ar? enciroly indegendenc a i  suopor:ing, apposing or a s j i s ~ i n q  
;he  nomination or 2leci:cn o f  a candida:?, or the qua l i f i c a t i an ,  passaqe c r  
d e f e a t  of a ba l lo t  question. 'Ahether funds reczived or expenaed b y  a pal i:ical 
garTy are  re?orrabie under the sAc: cesends gpon  ,*ne~her  the funds are cgnrribu- 

* - t i o n s  or  sxpenditurzs as defined i n  :he Acc. 1; funds receiveq b y  a pol i t i ca l  
p z r r y  ar2 not contribccions, as define2 i n  the Ac:, then these funds dye not 
regor tab in  under the Act. Sirnildrl:f, i f  funds exaended b y  a p o l i t ~ c a l  party are 
n c t  contr ibut ions  or z ~ i ) ~ , n d i i u r ? ~ ,  E S  aefined i n  the ACT, then c.Cles? funds ar?  
no t  regartable under :he Ac:. Hcsever, i n  a le:-c~r t3  ,Mr. James C .  VanHees:, 
da ted  Oecemer 1, ,1981, the .Se?ar~nent s L J C ~ ~ ,  

'Unless the csnt r ibuior  c lea r ly  aesignai2s the funds as being fa r  
o tber  t3an cmcaign ;uf;oS?s, t5e Oegartnent gr2suws :ha: cgniribu- 
t ions  zo a 901 i t i cd l  ?arz:J are made for :he purges? of iniiuencing t3e 
nomination or el2ccion of a c~na i aac?  'or s ta t2  o r  local ~ i ? i c ~ , , o r  
tfie qua l i f i ca t ion ,  passage o r  dei2ac of  a bal la t  question." 

A contr ibut ion to  a pol i t ica l  party whic3 i ;  c l ea r ly  designattd as Seinq f a r  
o i 3 e t  than campaign pur?os<s js n o t  a c3ncribucion under :he Act, and, there- 
fo r? ,  i s  not r2gcrtabie under <he Ac:. ioncurt?ncly, a dijbursenten; for  a c r i -  
vi:y which i s  noc w i c n i n  :he s o i c  of :he 4c; i s  noc stlbjec: to ihe ;\c:'s 
r l g o r t  i ng or rec.grd-i?eg i ng requ i rewncs . 
You ssk wnether payments 5 y  <he Reguhlic~n ?arty for  purchasz or c m s ~ r u c t i o n  o f  
p a r t y  headquarrers and at:2ndanc nov in? C ~ S ~ S ,  heiidquarters ront ,  scat2 and 
loca l  ad valorgn proper1y t ~ x e s ,  p a - 7 ~  aurninistra~ion,  o f f i c e  suppiies, work- 
nren ' s c3rnaensacion, unemgl~yrr~ri: cornoensac+on, ,wdicai and neal t h  insuranc?, and . - 
traoioyeps' sa la r i2s  ar? ?xo tnd?cures  3 r;ncr:ouiions under i3e Sc:, ? T  R O C  mace 
f c r  che purposi! of infTuencinq an ei5c:ion. 

~ a u r  i n q u i r y  i s  prwised u p o n  :he fief :ha: the funds described are not expended 
"f3r  the gurgose of inf1uenc;nq an  elec!ion." I f ,  i n  f a c t ,  thesa ' 2 n d ~  ar? nor: 
e . ~ u e n d d  fo r  the purposz o f  inY1uencina dn glec t ion ,  then :hey are neither can- 
z r i b u t i o n s  nar ~ x p e n d i t u r s  under ihe .Acz dna are  not regar tabl? .  

Since your p rmi s?  i s  c9nclusory, i t  i s  beyond t3e scope of t h i s  resganse is 
nzke the .mre basic dei2rainacion wherher che funds exoended are f o r  :he p u r ~ a s ?  
of i n ?  iuencing an e lect ion.  'tau have cescribed items f o r  whicn funds are ? x -  
;ended, b u t  you have noc disclosad t3e us? Cs whicn chese items are p u t .  As has 
been stattcf i n  a l e l t z r  to Yr. Timoth:( !Iokns, d a c d  October 12,  15182, "Cilhe use 
T D  which funds are to be puc is  the r i rnary  d e t 2 r ~ i n a n ~  of whether -1 paymenc. . 
. i s  a concribuiton under ?( ! )  . "  You identify c?r=ain funds as  exaendzi f o r  
g z r t y  adminisiration w i t h o u i  discIosing the par t icular  f u n c ~ i o n  being perforned. - 
, -c r  i n s t anc l ,  the main:?nanco of ,wrnoersl'lio records cculd be c3nsicerzd an 2s- 
? s t  of  party adrniniscr;rt lon. iiowever, cembersnlp r?ccaras o f  2 p o l  icicai  jarzy 
a t e  a i s s  maintained fo r  ihe turoosz o f  influencing an  ? ieccion.  Funds txpenczd 
f o r  t h i s  ;;ur?os? uou la be ?n 2x3enaiczr2 una?r c3e A c C  and ~ o u  id  :e r??or'cti)i?. 
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Ycu ask whether payments by the  9 e g u o l i c r n  P a r t y  '-5 aua::ors, l z * y e r j ,  2czzun- 
t z n t s ,  and ocher silch p r o f z s s i o n a l s ,  mcle  f o r  ;he gurJcs2 a i  czno; i z n c ?  * iZh  i h e  
A c t  a r e  c o n t r l b u t l o n s  o r  ?xpena i t u r?s  UflGer che Ac:, ??a n a i ,  nu',: sucn 
~ a y r n e n t s  be r y o r z t d  . 

%c i n t t g r a l  j a r 1  3 i  ?n 31ecc icn c ? n o a i ~ n  f o r  t ny  <3na ic? t?  o r  c o m i t z ~ o  i s  
csnp  1 i dnc? w i ~ n  :he Acc. A paymeni mace f o r  ihe  Zurgos2 of czmo 1 i ?nc?  -u:  :n :he 
A r i  i s  made i n  assis:anc3 3: Lhe nomindi 'on o r  1 l z c t i 3 n  s f  d c?nciad:.?, =r ~ n t ?  
2 ~ 2 1  i f i c a c i o n ,  gassaqe, o r  d e f t a t  s f  5 S a !  l o t  ? t ies r i cn  and i s  i n  t x z e r , d i s i r z  
u c d e r  s2c:ian 6(11 3i' i h e  Acz. i h e r ? f o r ? ,  ga.w!flcs :s aua ics rs ,  I ~ w y ~ r s ,  
a c c o u n ~ a n r s  , and d i h e r  such ~ r o f e s j  i o n a l  s, [nade f o r  t:? ;u~?os? ~f C S ~  i i z n ~ t  
ni  c h  :he Ac t  a re  zxgend i t u r zs  under t he  Ac: and I ~ S :  l;e re?or:?d.l 

'Icu ask wnecher gd:ments maae b y  :he 3 e g u o i i c m  ?ar::j f s r  exoenszs i ~ c ~ r r ~ d  a: 
? a r t y  o q a n i  z ~ i i o n z l  meet ings a re  c 3 n i r 1 0 u t i o n s  or zxzenai  3 r e s  under t3e  Act ,  
3r;d whether they  nus: be resorzad  i f  no c ~ n a r d a t t s  x i  I1 se  nom'lnactg :nd no 
b a l l o t  r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p t ~ d .  

-  his ques t i on  was ans~er l .4 i n  a l e c t e r  t o  ?!r. J i c h a r d  3. .McL?iIan, d a z a  Aucus: - 
2 1 ,  1979 ,  a  copy of ~ h i c h  i i  a::acned, ; f  ncne o f  che oTi :CtS i c  s:;x~ t< c h i s  
? a r t i c u . a r  organi:;tional meocing a r2  guh l  ;c o f f i c e s ,  tna i f  none a? :he r z s o i u -  
i : a n s  t o  be adopc2a 3 r 2  b a l i o t  questions, then jaynencs aade by zne .i?egubiic=n 
?z r r , y  f o r  expenszs i n c ~ r r e d  a: 31 s  pa rzy  orsan i z a ~ i o n ~ i  ze~ , r , i na  Lr.; n o t  .men- 
d: :tires under s2c:iofl 5 o f  t he  Ac:, ana they n e ~ a ~ ~ 7 c c  3e rtgor:?g. - - 

- - r 

You a1 so 3sk whether oayments' made.by tL 2zgub l i can  ? ~ C J  F o r  :nes+- z.xoenszs- - . * 
2'2 ccm:r jbui ions c r  ? x o e n d r x r t s  uflder :ne k c , ,  :T  7 2 ~ 2  c u r i n g  L 2er:cd cf  
m e n  there 1 s  ao c t r n o d i ~ n .  

/ 

- 3  

I E  $.cc does no t  contzmplat?  a p e r i o d  of t ime  k h e n  cher? i . 5  no :?mc?i<n- .A czlii- 
? * i g n  i s  an ogerac ion underr,dken t 3  i n f  ;uenc= an t r?r : 'on.  Qc:icfi  5CL) 3: :he 
Acz (IXL 169.295) :c :c~s ,  L l e c ~ i o n "  mews  a  p r imary ,  ?e<era l ,  spec ia l  , o r  17i l -  
;;cje t : e c t i o n  he ld  i n  t h i s  <:ace a r  a  canven t ion  o r  c?ucxs J? a  jo i i : ; ca l  3ar:y 

. . he i d  i n  c h i s  s t a t e  t o  norninacz a candidaiz:  E i z c t i o n  i nc l udes  a  tzcil I v o i ?  ." 
Unaer  s z c t  i.ofl 3 (  i )  o f  :ne Ac: (K; 163.203; , " [A jn  ?i?c::i a i i i c t 9 o  i d e r  szai  i 5,p - - .  
c s n s i d e r e d  ic be a  cana idac t  f o r  reo1ec:ion t o  i n a ~  s m e  O T ; ~ C Z "  . Ei?c-j.j,q i n -  

? c l uaes r l e l e c t i o n .  r O f  regor: ing surgoszs under :he -.;c:, l 3 e r l  no fi!.?:is 
S?c.*le?n czmpaigns. Esoec ia l  l y  f o r  a  go!  i~ i c a l  Jar:;/, I n  2 i e c ~ i o n  mzr:<s :?E ?::a 
o r  one carnoaisn and :he j e q i n n i n g  o f  a n o i h ~ r .  

Ycu ask whether the 8egub l i can  ? r r t y  (nay r 2 c l i v e  conacions frcm bus iness 2na 
. - : ~ b c r  c ~ t p ~ r a c i ~ f l ~ ,  ana i r  so, . ~ k e s h e r  ;he d ~ f l d i z g  ' 2 n d ~  nay 3 2  3szd f;r 1.79 

f ~ l 1 o w i n g :  (1) gaf lenc j  :o pr3 i .ss ionals  t o  2nsuro r;moiiancs w i i n  ;:? .;c:; 
( 2 )  payment of zxaefls2s i n c u r r s d  a t  ? a r t y  o r g z n i z ? i i o n a :  nee t i ngs  :i ,#ni:n cdn- 
d i d a ~ s s  ~ i l  1 no t  be nomina ia i  ?nd no 3 2 :  lei ,-?s; id~icns i dcoc :~ ;  ( 3 ;  . ~ f f i c z  5 6 : -  

p i  i ? s ,  headquar tzrs  ' ~ n c ,  p u r ~ ; i a s ?  c r  ,xns:r:c:ior: .:f ;~r;;, ;:=2-jauzr,t.-., , 5cc 
s t a t ?  o r  l o c r l  ad va iorzn  gr:aer:y :zx ts ;  (1) .~2r:y :cmrnijsre;:on; 1 5 : .  ~ 2 :  i r - ~ i  - - 
$7  ? ~ C ! O : [ P O S ,  wOri<.Te:?' 5 c:rnt?nsr: i,:~, s : e ~ ~  jz:,rr;2q: f ~ ~ ~ ~ q s : y ' c ~  q ~ t  ;,::; : zc  

- . - . . . . . - 
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U n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of s e c t i o n  jJ(!) o f  the Ac: ( X C L  16S.'Sd), a  c g r g o r a t i o n  i s  
~ r o h i b i t i d  from making a  c o n r r i b u c i a n  o r  ex;enairir.. u n l e s s  i i  qua1 i f i t s  f o r  an 
? X ' S  & - p t i o n  pu rsuan i  t 3  s d c i i o n  Sd(2) o r  ( 3 )  ~r O p e r d i i S  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
s e c r i c n  55 o f  the Act  (VCC 169 .255) .  Hore-,zr, u n l  i !<e  ocher  c a m i i i e e s ,  3 go!;.- 
'.:c.'l p a r r y  engages i n  same a c ~ i r i i i e s  r n i c n  are  a u ~ s i a e  the a m i :  s i  ;e A c t .  - 
i n i r e f o r e ,  a  pa1 i t i c a i  par:/ may a c z i g t  c o r 3 o r ? i ?  i u n a s  ldhicn a r ?  noc c o n r r i h u -  
I ~ C O S  a r  cxpendi:ures under t h e  Acr ,  and m y  excend :.less i ~ n d s  f a r  non-czmoaign 
ouraoSzS u n l y .  3 u r ,  c z r g o r ? i  i a n d s  mdy no t  i e  ~ : m 1 n q ; e r l  *li:ii funas ~ o i c n  a r ?  
or  ~i 1 1  be s u b j e c t  to  rhe A c t .  

-. 
I R e  ~ U ~ S T  i ons  you pose v e r  dnsvered i n  2 let:nr :j M r .  O a ~ l i d  ;A. L m e r T  . aa taq  
Oczaber  2 1 ,  1384, a  copy o f  .unich i s  ai:lcneg f o r  y c u r  c o n t ~ e n i ? n c e .  (11 
Cc~rgorac?  funds may noc be  u:?d f o r  I q a !  o r  ?cz3unc ing  exoenszs assoc:dc?d .#i:h 
i m g a i g n  F inance  Ac: camul ianc?,  e r c z ~ t  rheo these exgenres a r ?  i n c u r r a  3 a  
b d l ! o t  c u e s i i o n  ccmni:cee. Under the e x c ? r i i o f l  o f  s?c:ion 5 6 ( 3 )  c i  the Ac:, a 
c ~ r p o r a c i o n  may make a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  n o t  i n  e x c t s s  of  5J0,900.50 ~3 each S d i l o i  
q u e s t i o n  c c m n i t t t o .  ( 2 )  2 3 r 7 o r a t 2  funds may be z s d i  f o r  1xjens2s i n c u r r ? g  d t  
g a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  meet ings g n l y  i f  no c ~ n a i d a t e  wi! 1 3e ncminactd  and no S d i i o t  
r t s o l u i i o n  w i  11 Se a d o j i t d .  ( 2 )  Carporac? funds !Tay be !~s?d f o r  o f i i c ?  
SUOU I i e s ,  headquar iers  r?fli, ourchase o r  construc: ion o f  p d r c y  heaaguzr:err. and 
j c a i e  and 1 0 ~ 3 1  ad valorem p r o p e r c y  taxes o n l y  i f  iheS2 expens?s are  i n c z r r ? d  
? i c i  u s i ' 4 e l y  i n  t h e  per f l raanc.3  o f  non-carnaaign a c c i r i i y .  ( d )  Cgroorate  funfJs 
n~ldy 5e used i o r  expenszs of  p a r i y  a d n i n i s c r a t i o n  cn i y  unen the p a r c i c x l d r  f 2 n c -  
t i r , n  p e r f a m e d  i s  exclusivei : /  non-campaiqn r e l a c t d .  You i-tave noc d e s c r i j e d  
?ar:y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  acz 'v i  c i e s  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i  1  i o  ma?? any s p e r i f j c  
: c ~ e r p r ? i a i i o n .  F a r  exarriul;., as i n d i c i c e d  ? r z v i o u r l y ,  aain;znance g i  m e m e r s h i p  
r 3 c a r e s  nay be a f u n c t i o n  o f  p a r c y  adn in i ;=rac ian,  b u z  c h i s  f u n c r i o n  i s  n o i  
t . ~ s l u s ~ v e l y  f a r  non-camoaiyn purposes.  ( 5 ;  C c r p o r a i e  c a f l i r i b u t ( o n s  may noc be 
d s e d  t o  pay t h e  waqes and bene f i  t s  3 f  p a r t y  enrologces who do ~ c t  work ~ x c ! z s i  - 
v e i y  i n  f l ~ ! I - ~ a m ~ a i g f l  a c t i v i t y .  As-was s ~ J [ &  i n  che Ldrrioer: I$ii.?r, S U O ~ ~ ,  . i n  - j v m a r y ,  p o l  i i i c a l  parc i e s  ~Tay r x z i v e  ,ind szend money f rom c ~ r ~ a r a c i o n s  f o r  
.c l iv i : l /  which i s  excTus ive iy  c u i s i d e  the Act . "  

Ycu a: so ask whether C o r j o r 3 t e  funds danatzd t o  the  Regub I i c i r ?  ? a r r y  .,nay > e  3sed 
f 3 f  vgC2r t ? ? i s : r a t i o f l  d r i v e s  c o n d u c t ~ d  b y  :he p o i i c i c a l  pdr:y, b u i  .which a r c  
n c i  unaer raken  i n  supporr: a i  o r  i n  oopos ic ion  :a a  a a i l a t  q u e s r i o n  o r  c a n d i a a i a  
3 y  a nane o r  c l e x  i n i e r e n c ? ,  and wnlc !~  i s  noc dnder rak2n  f o r  i 9 e  purgasz g f  

i n f l u e n c i n g  an e l e c t i o n .  

S e c t i o n  5 ( 3 ) ( e )  of the Ac t  s t a t e s :  

" ( 3 )  Expend i tu re  dozs n o t  i n c l u d e :  

. ?  An exgend i tu rz  f a r  n o n p a r t i s a n  v o t l r  r ? ? i s t r a c i o n  o r   onpa par- 
c i s a n  ge t -ou t - i he -voc?  a c t i v i t i ? ~ . "  
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The legislative history of the Act reflected in this exclusion i n d i c a ~ ~ s  an auare- 
ness by the Legislatur? of the pubiic irnportanc? and pub1 ic service value of non- 
partisan activities of the type traditional ly conducted by organizations like the 
League of Momen Votzrs. Such activities include vottr registrat ion and aet-out- 
the-vote drives .  The use of the t2m "nonpartisan" clearly el iminat2s pol itical 
partizs from this exclusion. The jtirnary purpose of  a voter registration drive is 
to influence En election. Funds 2xgended for a vot?r registrat ion drive by  a 
p c I  itical party are expenditures in dssistance of party-designaced candidaias. 
-. 
I nereforz, goi i ticai parties may not use corporate donat ions to fund get -ouc-tne- 
v3t2 or voter registration drives. 

- I 

i h i s  letter is infonational only and does not consiitute a dec1ara;or-y ruling. 

Phi 1 lip T'. '.rangas 
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0 i rector 
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