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Dear Mrs. VanderKl ok: I 0 
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P 

1 
Th is  i s  i n  resDonse t o  your  l e t t e r  concernin? the  Cam~aipn Finance Act  ( " the r?. 

r 
Act " ) ,  1976 P.A. 388, as amended. - - 

P 

a 

You i n d i c a t e  you were e lec ted  i n  1979 t o  a  f o u r  year term on t h e  Kalamazoo 
I 

I 

School Board. You s t a t e  your  cant i idate c o m i t t e .  has a r e q o r t i n a  waiver  and ; 
has f i l e d  i t s  pos t  e l e c t i o n  campaian statement, Your aucst ions a re  ansvered ' 

' i n  the  order  i n  which you r a i s e d  t.l~em. 9 - 

1)  I f  the  S50r3.00 l i m i t '  i s  no t  exceeded a t  .Inv t i n e  w i th i11  the four 
,year term o f  o f f i c e ,  must the candidate com~rli t t c e  f i l e  a canioaion 
statement p r i o r  t o  f i l i n a  the nex t  pos t  e1el:tion camoaiyn statement 
o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  statement? 

A candidate committee does n o t  have t o  f i l e  any c:Bnpaipn statement p r i o r  t o  
f i l i n o  the  nex t  post  e l e c t i o n  campaian statement o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  statement, 
p rov ided t h e  $500.00 1  im i  t i s  n o t  exceeded. Howcwer, i f  t h e  c o w i  t t e e  rece iyes  
o r  expends more than .$50Cl.00 i n  t he  t i r?e pe r iod  i)etween the  c l o s i n l  da te  of  
t he  previous1.y f i l e d  pos t  e l e c t i o n  s ta tepent  and June 20th  o f  any year  p r i o r  ,/ 

t o  c o ~ p l e t i o n  o f  the  term o f  o f f i c e ,  an annual statement must be f i l e d  pursuant  t o  
s e c t i o n  35 o f  t h e  Act (MCLP. 5169.235). 

2)  Must any checking account opened du r inq  c camoaicrn be r e t a i n e d  
du r in?  the  t e r ~  o f  o f f i c e  and mav i t  be used as an o f f i c e h o l d e r  
expense fund? 

Sect ion  3(1) o f  the Act  (MCLA 9769.203) prov ides ( i n  p a r t )  : 

"Unless the  o f f i ceho lde r  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  1) o r  l e ~ a l  l y  barred f r o n  
seekin? r e e l e c t i o n  o r  f a i l s  t o  f i l e  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  o f f i c e  
b.y the  app l i cab le  f i l i n a  deadl ine, an e lec ted  o f f i ceho lde r  s h a l l  be 
considered t o  be a  candidate f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  same o f f i c e  f o r  
t he  purposes o f  t h i s  a c t  o n l y . "  

Since an o f f i ceho lde r  remains a  " ~ ~ ~ n d i d a t e "  f o r  purposes o f  t he  Act,  he o r  she 
i s  requ i red  t o  have a  c o m i t t e e .  An account must be maintained i n  an o f f i c i a l  
depos i to ry ,  prov ided a c o m i  t t e e  hlls funds, u n t i l  t he  c o m i  t t e e  i s  d issolved:  
I n  t h e  event a  c o m i t t e e  has no funds, a  depos i to ry  must be d e s i y a t e d ,  
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Section 49 (MCLA 5169.249) precludes the candidate comi t t e e  account fm beina 
used for  officeholder expenses. A separate officeholder exDense fund must  be 
establ i shed for  payment of officehol der expenses a ~d mnies  may be transferred 1 
t o  i t  from the candidate committee account. Howevv, monies may not b e  trans- - = 
ferred from the officeholder account to  the candidjte c o m i t t e e  account because 1 D 

2 
the officeholder expense fund may not be used to  fur ther  the nomination o r  I C 

i C 

elect ion of the officeholder. 
m 
0 

I 
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3) Must an elected off icfal  ' s  l e t t e r s  and pap2r continue t o  bear i 
the identification as t o  source of payment required by section 47 I C- 

I of the Act? ,E 

j E - 
As indicated above, an elected of f ic ia l  remains a "candidate" under the  !.ct. . rn 

Section 47(1) of the Act (MCLA 9169.247) provides that any printed matter C . i  1 
"having reference to  . . . a candidate . . . shal l  bear upon i t  the name and 
address of the person pay in^ for  the matter." Matvia ls  pertainino t o  the 
o f f i c i a l ' s  election effor ts  must bear the requisi te  ident i f icat ion inforrat ion.  
Materials re lat ing t o  the of f ic ia l  ' 5  conduct of aovernrecntdl act l 'v i t ies  in at1 

I 
i - 

of f i c i a l  capacity, however, do not have t o  bear the ident i f icat ion.  
C 

This response may be considered informational only and not as constituting a 
declaratory rul ing or an interpretive s t a t e ~ e n t .  

Very t ru ly  yours, 

Ph i l l i p  ~ . ' ~ r a n ~ o s ,  Director 
# 

Office of Hearings & Legislation 




