
Campaign Finance Complaint Form 
Michigan Department of State 

This complaint form may be used to file a complaint alleging that someone violated the 
Michigan CampaibJJl Finance Act (the MCFA, 1976 PA 388, as amended; MCL 169.201 et seq.). 
All information on the form must be provided along with an original signature and evidence. 
Please print or type all information. 

I II h h MCFA a ege t at t e was v10 ate as o ows: ·1 d fill 
Se~tion 1. Complainant 
Your Name YANIWARDA I Daytime Tck-phonc Numb~-r 

682-703-0S89 

Mailing Address 
PO BOX 180275 

Cily I S1a1c I Zip UTICA Ml 48317 

Sectig._ J. Alleged Viol@tor 
Name 

Michael MacDonald 
Mailing Addn.-ss 

13335 15-Mile, Box 323 

Ci1y I Stale I Zip 
Sterling Heights Ml 48312 

j Section 3~ Alleged Viol~tions (Use ~itional sheet if more space is needed.) 

Scclion(s) or the MCF A vloloted: MCF A 169.2.t7 SEC. 47 (I) 

Exploln how those scclions were violated: 

The Individual In good folth attempted with "paid for b) the committee to elect mike macdonold" or Ilic yard sign but had forgotten the 
remaining portion Including lhc address or whom It was paid for b,·. 

Evidence that supports those ollcgotions (attach copi~-s ofpcnin~-nt docum~-nis and 01hcr information); 

Edliblt 1- Photograph of Political Yard Sign 



I Section 4. Certification (Required) 

X 

I certify tl,at to tl,e best of my k11owledge, i11for111atio11, a11d belief, formed after 
a reaso11able i11q11iry 1111der tl,e circ11111sta11ces, eacl,factual conte11tio11 oftl,is 

complaint is supported by evide11ce. 

7/23/2018 
Signature of Complainant Date 

I Sec~on 5. Cer.tificatioft without Evidence (Supplement!µ to Section 4) 

Section 15{6} of the MCFA (MCL 169.215) requires that the signed certification found in 
section 4 of this form be included in every complaint. However, if, after a reasonable inquiry 
under the circumstances, you are unable to certify that certain factual contentions are supported 
by evidence, you may also make the following certification: 

X 

I certify tl,at to tl,e best of my knowledge, i11f or111atio11, or belief, tl,ere are 
gro1111ds to co11c/11de tl,at the followi11g specifically identified factual 
conte11tio11s are likely to be supported by evidence after a reasonable 
opport1111ity for furtl,er il1q11iry. Those specific conte11tio11s are: 

------------------Signature of Complainant Date 

Section 15(8) of the MCFA provides that a person who files a complaint with a false certification is 
responsible for a civil violation of the MCFA. The person may be required to pay a civil fine of up 
to $1,000.00 and some or all of the expenses incurred by the Michigan Department of State and the 
alleged violator as a direct result of the filing of the complaint. 

Mail or deliver the completed complaint form with an original signature and evidence to the following 
address: 

Rcvisl'll· 01116 

Michigan Department of State 
Bureau of Elections 

Richard H. Austin Building - I st Floor 
430 West Allegan Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

.I 



.. 

Exhibit 1 

REPUBLIC N ' 

Mike 

ac Q ll 

FOR STATE SENATE 
* * * * * * 

WWW.ELECTMIKEMACDONALD.COM 
.,- ·. ' I · I 



• STATE OF MtcmGAN 

Rtrrn JOHNSON, SECRETARY OF STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
LANSING 

Michael MacDonald 
13335 15-Mile, Box 323 
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312 

Re: Warda v. MacDonald 
Campaign Finance Complaint 
No. 2018-07-041-47 

Dear Mr. MacDonald: 

July 24, 2018 

The Department of State (Department) has received a formal complaint alleging you have 
violated MCL 169.247 of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act (MCFA) by failing to include a 
complete and correct identification statement on certain campaign-related materials. 

The MCF A and corresponding administrative rules require a person who produces printed 
material that relates to an election include the phrase "Paid for by [name and address of the 
person who paid for the item]." MCL 169.247(1), R 169.36(2). A knowing violation constitutes 
a misdemeanor offense punishable by a fine of up to $1,000.00, imprisonment for up to 93 days, 
or both. MCL 169.247(6). 

The Act also requires the Department to "endeavor to correct the violation or prevent a further 
violation by using informal methods [,]" if it finds that "there may be reason to believe that a 
violation ... has occurred [.]" MCL 169.215(10). The objective of an informal resolution is "to 
correct the violation or prevent a further violation[.]" Id. 

Submitted with the complaint was a picture of a campaign sign which says '•REPUBLICAN 
Mike MacDonald FOR STA TE SENATE." At the bottom of the sign is a paid for by statement 
reading "PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT MIKE MACDONALD." 

Upon review, it appears that the paid for by statement is incomplete in violation of MCL 
169.247. Given this, the Department is hereby advising you that MCL 169.247(1) and R 
169.36(2) require you to print a complete and accurate identification statement on all campaign 
materials, consisting of the phrase "paid for by" followed by the full name and address of your 
committee. 

BUREAU OF ELECTIONS 
RICHARD H. AUSTIN BUILDING • 1ST FLOOR • 430 W. ALLEGAN • LANSING , MICHIGAN 48918 

www.Michigan.gov/sos • (517) 373-2540 



Mike MacDonald 
July 24, 2018 
Page2 

Note that all printed materials that refer to an election or your candidacy produced in the future 
must include this identification statement. For any and all materials currently in circulation that 
refer to your candidacy, the full paid for by statement must be corrected/included. If this 
information has been included on your website or campaign flyers, please provide this office 
evidence demonstrating the proper paid for by statements. 

Please be advised that this notice has served to remind you of your obligation under the Act to 
identify your printed matter and may be used in future proceedings as evidence that tends to 
establish a knowing violation of the Act. A knowing violation is a misdemeanor offense and 
may merit referral to the Attorney General for enforcement action. MCL 169.247(6), 215(10). 

The Department considers the instant action closed and resolved. 

Sincerely, 

AdL.S~ 
Bureau of Elections 
Michigan Department of State 

c: Yani W arda 


