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As you know, MDOT’s statewide National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Phase II Storm Water Permit became effective on April 1, 2004. Since then, the 
agency has made great strides to more closely manage sources of transportation-related 
storm water pollution.  
 
If you are one of MDOT’s contract communities, you may be wondering how and when 
our statewide permit will affect you. Until now, the changes we have been making may 
not have been apparent to you. However, updates were recently made to MDOT’s 
Maintenance Performance Guides (PGs) to ensure Phase II compliance. These 
improvements to our PGs will impact the way you perform work for MDOT because all 
maintenance activities have to follow current MDOT practices and procedures.  
 
Here is a summary of the changes to the recommended work methods of two important 
maintenance activities.  
 
Catch Basin Cleanout (Activity #12200) An entire section concerning the disposal of 
materials and resulting documentation was added to this PG. MDOT’s goal is to get a 
firm grasp of quantities and pollutants that are coming out of the catch basins. To do this, 
MDOT requires that you provide the landfill’s test results and dump slip (indicating 
quantity) to the Maintenance Coordinator or Contract Administrator with every invoice. 
THIS IS CRITICAL. 
 
The landfill or MDEQ district office will determine what tests are required, but it is up to 
you to inquire about testing and to request a copy of the results. The cost of testing is 
included in the contract cost for this work activity.    
 
In short, you need to make sure MDOT is getting the proper documentation.   
 
If testing reveals that the material is hazardous and/or cannot be disposed of at the Type 
II landfill, you will need to contact your MDOT Region’s resource staff for direction on 
how to proceed. Also notify your Contract Administrator immediately if you suspect or 
learn that the material is hazardous. Remediation should not be an issue provided you 
follow MDOT procedures and have the material properly stored while awaiting disposal. 
 
Ditch Clean-out (Activity #12300) The Ditch Clean-out PG also includes a new section 
describing required notifications, inspections, and soil erosion and sedimentation control 
(SESC) procedures. A Notice of Coverage and inspection by a certified storm water 
operator is required on ditch clean-outs that disturb more than five acres of land. Any 
non-emergency deficiencies in the work must be corrected by those performing the ditch 



clean-out within five calendar days. Emergency conditions (sediment entering drainage 
structures or waters of the state and erosion affecting roadbed support or public safety) 
require correction within 24 hours. Specific SESC procedures for ditch clean-out have 
been approved by the MDEQ and are described in the updated PG as follows: 
 

- If the ditch slope is one percent or more, install sediment traps (E&S-20) in the 
ditch bottom, spaced approximately 300 feet apart (± 50 feet). 

- Maintain a vegetative buffer (E&S-6) between the lower limit of the ditch clean-
out operation and the outfall to the watercourse.  If the vegetative buffer cannot 
be left in place while the disturbed area upstream stabilizes, place high velocity 
mulch blanket (E&S-33) on the ditch bottom a minimum of 150 feet upstream 
from the lower limit of the ditch clean out operation. 

- If the ditch carries water continuously, install a check dam (E&S-37) and 
sediment trap (E&S - 20) at the downstream end of the ditch.  

- Begin ditching operation at the highest elevation and progress downstream. 
- Remove the vegetative buffer only after the disturbed area has been stabilized.  

After removing the vegetative buffer, stabilize that area with high velocity mulch 
blanket. 

- Within five days of completing the work, seed and mulch (E&S-3; E&S-28) all 
exposed areas resulting from the ditch cleanout activities.  If the work is 
completed outside of the seasonal limitations for seeding, place high velocity 
mulch blanket over the entire disturbed area. Contact appropriate region 
resource staff for alternative restoration recommendations. 

 
Contract communities should familiarize themselves with these required procedures prior 
to performing ditch clean-out work. If you did not receive a copy of the PG updates, 
please contact your MDOT region coordinator. 
 
Additional changes to the PGs may arise in the future. For instance, MDOT also 
considered the possibility of reusing the sand collected from catch basin clean-outs in 
regions such as North and Superior where excessive sand is used during winter 
operations.  However, this option is currently under pilot study due to the strict inertness 
guidelines established by the MDEQ.   
 
In reality, the PG updates offer no significant additions to the tasks to be performed, they 
just clarify how to properly document disposal and further emphasize environmental 
protection. As such, no additional payment is being offered for these work activities. As 
mentioned, the cost of landfill testing is included in the contract cost.  Please refer to your 
contract with MDOT to address any payment issues. 
 
MDOT will continue to inform its contract communities as other procedural changes take 
place as a result of statewide permit compliance. However, please note that if your 
county/community has its own Phase II permit, it is your responsibility to educate 
yourself and train your employees about your permit’s unique requirements. While 
MDOT is limiting its training and education efforts to statewide permit issues, we are 
happy to share any of the outreach materials we develop with you. 
 
Together… Better Roads, Cleaner Streams. 
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