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Rule 1: Data Collection Procedures
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Map Layers

Map

Map

Road Layer Filter Builder

               continued on next page 



Federal-aid

Field 

Operator

Value

Value

TAMC Collection Year <> 
PYYY  

Field

Operator

Value

 If your PYYY value does not appear in the  dropdown list, type the 
year into the  textbox.  

 Selecting a network not equal to the previous year�s collection network 
will select roads that were not rated last year, thus ensuring an entire network is 
rated in a two-year cycle. 

Road Layer Filter Builder

Save Filter

Name

continued on next page 



Group

 Groups make it easier to organize your saved list of filters.  

 A shared filter allows others accessing your Roadsoft database on your 
agency�s computer network to be able to apply the filter. By default, the Shared 
Filter option is selected; choosing to de-select it means your filter will not be 
accessible by others on your network. 

Selection Information: Road

 For TAMC/Federal-aid collection, you should be collecting data for all 
roads not rated in PYYY; a full Federal-aid collection consists of PYYY data and 
CYYY data, which should include ratings 100 percent of Federal-aid-eligible road 
inventory (see page 3).  

Navigate the Map & Select Assets



TAMC Export

Local Use Export

TAMC Export Local Use Export 

TAMC Export

Export to LDC

Export to LDC
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Export to LDC Choose Road Network 
for TAMC LDC Data Collection

Load Saved Filter 

Group

Export to LDC
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 If you need to define or change a road layer filter, you can access the Road 
Layer Filter Builder at this point by selecting the  link 
in the  window (see image below). This will open the 

 window and you may proceed with building a filter using Steps 1.iii through 
1.vi. 

Export Path

 Before proceeding, it is recommended that you create a folder 
specifically for storing your Roadsoft export files. As an example, compare the 
export paths for the image above with the other images in Step 2A.  

continued on next page 



Export for LDC LDC

Export to LDC

TAMC Data Collection?

Export to LDC

Export to LDC

 Selecting Yes or No at this point creates an export file that 
will load in the Laptop Data Collector in a TAMC-data-collection-compliant 
mode or non-compliant mode. For more information about features that will 
be enabled/disabled based on your selection here, please refer to Step 4.B.i. 

continued on next page 



Export to LDC

 The  window that opens after selecting  in the 
 dialogue box in Step 2.B.i. has options available that are 

different from the  window that opens if  is selected.  

Load Saved Filter

Group
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Export to LDC
Export Network

 If you need to define or change a road layer filter, you can access the Road 
Layer Filter Builder at this point by selecting the  link 
in the  window (see image below). This will open the 

 window and you may proceed with building a filter using Steps 1.iii through 
1.vi. 

Export to 
LDC

Export Network
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Load Saved Filter

Group

Export to LDC
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 If you need to define or change a data type filter, you can access its 
associated layer Filter Builder at this point by selecting the 

 link in the  window (see image below). This will open the 
 window and you may proceed with building a filter by 

following Steps 1.iii through 1.vi of this manual. 

Export Path

 Before proceeding, it is recommended that you create a folder 
specifically for storing your Roadsoft export files. As an example, compare the 
export paths for the image above with the other images in Step 2A. 





Roadsoft Laptop Data Collector v[CYYY.MM] Login

Roadsoft Laptop Data Collector v[CYYY.MM] Login

Database

 Your chosen database determines how you must log in to the 
LDC. If you are collecting for a TAMC/Federal-aid database, a first and last 
name is required for each crew member for the Local Crew, Region Crew and 
MDOT Crew fields (see image below, left). If you are collecting for a local-
agency-use-only database, the login requests only one set of crew names (see 
image below, right). 

 Confirm database by reviewing database information and road data.  



If your GPS has an on/off switch, make sure your GPS device is turned off before 
connecting it to your computer. 

Laptop Data Collector (LDC) Getting 
Started

If you are on or near a road segment that is NOT part of the network that you 
imported into the LDC, the LDC will not snap to a segment on the map. Drive your 
vehicle toward a road that is part of the network so that the vehicle marker can snap to it. 
If this does not happen, restart the LDC or call Roadsoft technical support. 

continued on next page 



 While collecting data, back up every hour or as often as conveniently 
possible. From the main  menu, select the menu and then select 

 to create a data save point. If data collection spans multiple days, export the 
data every day and save a copy of the data file with a naming scheme of 
LDCtoRS_[jurisdiction]_[date]_[time].ldc2rs (inserting appropriate identifiers in place 
of bracketed text) to a CD or flash drive. 

 When you select a segment, you will be able to view inventory data in the 
 tab (see image below). If you selected Step 2.A. TAMC Export Option, you will 

not be able to save changes to the data in the  tab while you are rating roads. If 
you selected Step 2.B. Local Use Export Option, you will be able to save changes to the 
data in the  tab while you are rating roads. 

continued on next page 



 The  tab provides a history of PASER for the current segment (see image 
below). Viewing past PASER before rating a segment can influence the rating. If you 
selected Step 2.A. TAMC Export Option, the  tab�s grid will become visible  
you submit a rating for the segment; this feature helps to avoid the influence of past 
ratings on current rating activities. If you selected Step 2.B. Local Use Export Option, 
you will be able to view historic PASER data while you are rating a segment. 

Help Shortcut Keys
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 If you selected Step 2.B. Local Use Export Option, you will be able to 
input treatment information and optional ratings for base condition, drain 
condition, and ride condition (see images below). 

continued on next page 



 

If you selected Step2.B. Local Use Export Option, you may 
choose to collect either IBR or PASER data for your unpaved roads. To switch the 
data type:  

Settings

Road

Unpaved Road 
Rating Mode

continued on next page 



Total Miles Not Yet Rated
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Unrated Segments 

Unrated Segments 

Road



Export Data to Roadsoft

Export Path

 The �LDCtoRS_[jurisdiction]_[date]_[time]. ldc2rs� file functions as a 
data save point that can be useful for data recovery/reversion purposes. The Roadsoft team 
strongly recommends that you save a copy of the file in a permanent archive every day to 
facilitate data recovery. This file can also be used to update small cities and villages with limited 
Federal-aid miles. 



Before you import new data into Roadsoft, create a data save point for your 
existing Roadsoft database. To do so, select the  menu and then select 

 from the dropdown menu. Select a location where you would like to save your file 
using the file folder icon at the end of the  field to set the location; select the  
button. Then, select . 

Import Data From LDC

Import Data From LDC

Import LDC Data

Submit Road Rating 
Data to TAMC?
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 If the network being imported was created using the  
process and you selected the  button in the  dialogue box (see Step 
2.B.i), two dialogue boxes come up to clarify whether the included data is to be submitted to 
TAMC: the  dialogue box and the 

 dialogue box. 

Submit Road Rating Data to TAMC?

TAMC Rating Requirements



Export TAMC Data to Region

Export TAMC Data to Region

Export Path







 This step is not performed in the field; it should be performed at the PO office to import 
inspection data from individual agencies.  

 Before you import new data into Roadsoft, back up your existing Roadsoft 
database. To do so, open the  menu and then select  from the 
dropdown; select . Select a location where you would like to save your file using 
the file folder icon at the end of the  field to set the location; select the  button. 
Then, select . 

Import TAMC Data From Local Jurisdiction

Import TAMC Data From Local Jurisdiction

continued on next page 



 The  dropdown lists up to the last four 
folders from which you imported. If this is the first time you are importing data, the screen will 
appear blank.  



 Once the PO�s data set is complete, export the each agency�s .xml file and GPS logs to 
the CSS.  

TAMC PASER Data Quality Control Guide

Export TAMC File to Council

Export TAMC File to Council

 Do not use the standard Roadsoft export procedure [which is File > 
Export/Upload > Export layer to File] as the standard procedure is different from the 
TAMC export.  

Export TAMC File to Council

County

Year

Export Path



 

Filter Builder
Map

Filter Builder Load Saved Filter

Filter Builder
Miles
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Miles

Filter Builder

Filter Builder
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 In Legend Builder, adjustments to the color, size, and style of features 
are made on the map to indicate different types of data. For example, an applied 
legend can help to differentiate between asphalt and gravel pavement types by 
applying colors respective to each type to road segments. For more information 
on using the legend builder, visit the Roadsoft Manual�s Using the Legend 
Builder video tutorial. 

Road

Legend 
Builder

Legend Field
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cont�d

Legend Builder

 allows you to assign different visual properties to 
each value. For example, �Lanes=0� on the map could be assigned a unique 
color, such as color red, from all other lane values (see image below). 

 allows you to assign visual properties for a range of values. For 
example, all roads that have two to four lanes could be assigned a unique 
color that is different from all other lane values (see image below). 

Items

Item Properties
Preview
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cont�d

Items

Items
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+Add

Region

PASER Ratings File

Comment

GPS Log File

Comment

 If you have any issues during the validation process, please call Roadsoft 
technical support at (906) 487-2102. 

































Framework Map Change Request

Title

Description

 Submission to the CSS includes the  and the  in the change 
request.  

Personal Notes



 Submission to the CSS does not include the  in the change 
request.  

Submit FW Change

First Name Last Name Agency E-mail

Roadsoft Roads Framework Map Change Request






























