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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STATE TAX COMMISSION 
 

Richard H. Austin Building, Treasurer’s Conference Room 
430 W. Allegan 

Lansing, Michigan 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2011 
9:00 a.m. 

 
PRESENT: Douglas B. Roberts, Chair STC 
 Robert H. Naftaly, Member STC – (Phone) 
 Barry N. Simon, Member STC – (Phone) 

 
  Kelli Sobel, Executive Secretary 
  LaNiece Densteadt, Recording Secretary 
 

The item numbers referred to in the minutes correspond to the agenda items as numbered. 

 

The Commission approved to add six items to their agenda (New Points Structure for the Michigan 
Certified Assessing Officer Programs, Request from Eaton County to Accept Discovery of 154’s, Staff 
Recommendation Regarding a Student in the Michigan Certified Assessing Officer Class, Staff 
Recommendation Regarding Hino Motors, Recommendation to the Commission Regarding MVP 
Sportsplex, and Corrections to Classification Appeals Determined at the December 6, 2011 Meeting). 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Roberts, and unanimously approved to adopt the minutes of 
December 6, 2011.  (Item 1 on agenda)   
 
Commissioner Simon recused himself from the Air and Water Pollution Control Exemptions because 
he was not present for the hearings.  (Item 2 on agenda)  
 
It was moved by Roberts, supported by Naftaly, and unanimously approved to deny the request from 
the City of River Rouge to revoke the Air Pollution Control Certificates 1-0321, 1-1073, 1-1169, 1-
1250, 1-1252, 1-1423, 1-1424, 1-1426, 1-1427, 1-1428, 1-1929, 1-2001, 1-2002, 1-2003, and 1-2013 
for EES Coke Battery Company, LLC because the City did not provide clear evidence the applications 
were obtained by fraud and/or misrepresentation.  (Item 2 on agenda) 
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It was moved by Roberts, supported by Naftaly, and unanimously approved to adopt staff 
recommendation to approve the Air and Water Pollution Control Certificates 1-1337-03 (Detroit Edison 
Company), 1-3644 (EES Coke Battery Company, LLC), 1-3645 (Marathon Petroleum Company LP), 
1-3651 (Detroit Edison Company), 1-3652 (EES Coke Batery Company, LLC), 1-3654 (Carleton 
Farms Landfill-Republic Services of Michigan I, LLC), 2-5354-01 (EES Coke Battery Company, 
LLC), and 2-5833 (Carleton Farms Landfill-Republic Services of Michigan I, LLC). (Item 2 on agenda) 
 
Frederick Headen, Director of Bureau of Local Government Services, appeared before the Commission 
to advise them of the proposed staff support for calendar year 2012.  Mr. Headen presented a proposal 
to allocate staff hours amongst the various tasks the staff work on each year.  Mr. Headen advised that 
this allocation would be reported on quarterly and could be adjusted as needed.  Mr. Headen advised 
the Commission that starting next month Mr. Headen, Mr. Buick, and Ms. Sobel will begin monthly 
meetings regarding field staff assignments.  The Commission expressed concern with Mr. Headen 
regarding Assessor training and education and having enough hours to do the type of training for 
Assessors that is needed.  The Commission would like to increase the quality of Assessor education and 
training.   Mr. Headen again stated that this was just a proposed number of hours and that could change 
depending on what may be needed for the Commission.  The Commission asked what policies of the 
Commission Mr. Headen was involved in.  Mr. Headen stated that he is only involved in the legislative 
policies and that the Commission establishes policy and it has always been his position to staff do not 
provide advice unless asked by the Commission.   Chairman Roberts asked Mr. Headen if he was aware 
of the Wind Turbine issue that was approved by the Commission.  Chairman Roberts would like to 
know if the Department of Treasury is supporting the Commission on the decision that was made.  Mr. 
Headen stated that he would look into it and provide a response by the end of the day.  Commissioner 
Naftaly asked Mr. Headen what the status was on the legislation of the classification issue.  Executive 
Secretary Sobel indicated Commissioner Naftaly was inquiring about HB 5066.   Mr. Headen indicated 
he believed it had passed the House but was not familiar with the most current language in the bill.  
Executive Secretary Sobel indicated the bill had passed and was on the way to the Governor.  
Commissioner Naftaly indicated he was concerned about the level of clerical and support staff for the 
Commission and that he did not want to get into the situation we had in the past with backlogs; that the 
Commission had worked hard to eliminate the backlogs.  Mr. Headen stated that staff has done a great 
job and he believed the Commission would have access to more staff due to cross training of staff.  
(Item 3 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the official order to 
certify the 2011 assessment roll for Gerrish Township, Roscommon County.  (Item 4 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the official order to 
certify the 2010 assessment roll for Casco Township, St. Clair County.  (Item 5 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the official order to 
overturn inappropriate actions of the July Board of Review for Portage Township, Mackinac County.  
(Item 6 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the official order to 
overturn inappropriate actions of the July Board of Review for Clark Township, Mackinac County.  
(Item 7 on agenda) 
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It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the official order to 
assume jurisdiction of the 2011 assessment roll for Greenwood Township, St. Clair County and require 
the township to improve their record card accuracy to at least 90% by September 2012.  (Item 8 on 
agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt staff 
recommendation and approve the 2012 System Economic Factors for Rural Electric Cooperatives and 
to discontinue the factors beginning with the 2013 tax year.  (Item 9 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the revised 2012 
Steam Electric Report Form 4094, Hydroelectric Report Form 4070 and Gas Turbine and Diesel 
Electric Generator Report Form 3991.  (Item 10 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to authorize Executive 
Secretary Sobel to issue any updated STC guidelines, with approval from the Chairman, providing 
information to assessors regarding any statutory changes made prior to the next Commission meeting 
on April 17, 2012.  The Chairman stated he would determine if the issue required him to call a special 
meeting or if he could just give his approval.  (Item 11 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the revised Property 
Classification Guidelines.  (See attached link for file identification) (Item 12 on agenda) 
 
Executive Secretary Sobel provided a summary to the Commission of the current Educational Programs 
and the plans for the 2012 year.  There are currently three classes in various stages for the Michigan 
Certified Assessing Officer Program and two more are scheduled to begin in May of 2012.  The first 
Michigan Advanced Assessor Officer Program is scheduled to begin in May 2012.  There is currently 
one program running for the Michigan Master Assessing Officer Program and graduation is planned for 
June of 2012.  There is a new MMAO Program scheduled to begin between May and July 2012; plans 
have not been finalized.  (Item 13 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Roberts, and unanimously approved to adopt the Personal 
Property Examiner Certification submitted by staff.  (Item 14 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the staff 
recommendations for the Exemptions Special Items Agenda (See attached link for file identification).  
(Item 15 on agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt the staff 
recommendations for the Exemptions Agenda (See attached link for file identification).  (Item 16 on 
agenda) 
 
Public Comment (Item 17 on agenda):  No member of the public wished to comment. 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt new policies for the 
18 Month and 24 Month Michigan Certified Assessing Officer (MCAO) Program.  (Add on to agenda) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/treasury/ClassificationRealProperty_195107_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/treasury/Exemptions_Special_Items_2011_12-20_371132_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/treasury/Exemptions_AGENDA_12-20-11_371133_7.pdf
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It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to approve a request from 
Eaton County Equalization Director to accept discovery to file MCL 211.154 petitions related to Oil 
and Gas Audits for the 2009, 2010, and 2011 years with the understanding that all 154’s must be filed 
and complete by June 1, 2012.  (Add on to agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to adopt staff 
recommendation to withdraw Gary Heaslip from the Michigan Certified Assessing Officer Program.  
The Commission also approved to not allow Mr. Heaslip to participate in the next scheduled MCAO 
program.  A refund for the May 2011 program will not be issued.  (Add on to agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to reconsider their 2008 
determination and classify parcel 22-99-75-377-772 for Hino Motors for the 2008 year as industrial 
personal.  (Add on to agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to authorize the Attorney 
General to file the necessary motions to remove the State Tax Commission as a party in the MVP 
Sportplex case before the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  (Add on to agenda) 
 
It was moved by Naftaly, supported by Simon, and unanimously approved to correct their 
determination regarding Classification Appeals 11-0076 and 11-0078 made at their December 6th 
meeting and classify the parcels as Residential Real.  This correction was necessary due to a coding 
error in the database.  (Add on to agenda) 
 
The next Commission meeting will be held April 17, 2012, at the Lansing Center in the Governor’s 
Room, 430 W. Allegan, Lansing. 
 
It was moved by Roberts, supported by Naftaly, and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting of 
the State Tax Commission at 9:50 a.m. 
 

DATED TYPED: December 21, 2011 

DATE APPROVED:  April 17, 2012 
 

 
                                                                  
Douglas B. Roberts, Chair 
State Tax Commission 

 
 

                                                                  
Robert H. Naftaly, Member 
State Tax Commission 

 
 

                                                                  
Barry N. Simon, Member 
State Tax Commission 

 


