
State Tax Commission February 12, 2014 Tip 
Topic:  Assessors Role at the March Board of Review 
 

 
 
 
Dear STaCy, 
  
I am a new member of a Board of Review and I am confused about the role of the assessor at the 
Board of Review. Should they attend and sit at the table?  Can they help us make decisions? Should 
we look to them for answers? 
  
Thanks, 
 
B. E. Neutral 
  
 
Dear Mr. Neutral: 
 
Thank you for your questions.  First, unless specified by Charter Provision, the local unit 
determines if the assessor attends the Board of Review meetings – not the assessor and not the 
Board of Review.  The Board of Review must maintain their independence at all times.  In fact, the 
introduction to the Commission’s publication on Boards of Review states the following: 
 

A Board of Review is not the assessor and the assessor is not the Board of Review.  Every 
citizen who appears before the Board of Review is in fact challenging a decision of the assessor 
and it is the Board of Review’s responsibility to make an independent judgment based on the 
facts and on law. 

 
It should be stressed that it is the Board of Reviews responsibility to make an independent 
determination and not look to the Assessor to make recommendations or decisions for them. 
 
Sincerely, 
STaCy 


