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AWARD RECOMMENDATION 
 Notice of Intent to Award Number: 250000000312 

 Notice of Intent to Award Date: 2/14/2025 

The Department of Technology, Management, & Budget’s Procurement office has 
completed the evaluation of RFP 240000002585 Formative Assessment for Michigan 
Educators (FAME) and has recommended an award to Michigan Assessment Consortium 
in the amount of $8,297,535.44, pending State Administrative Board approval, if 
applicable. More information on the State Administrative Board can be found at: State 
Administrative Board. 

Bidders who were not recommended for the award are encouraged to schedule a 
debriefing session with the Solicitation Manager. The debriefing session will provide the 
bidder with the State’s rationale on why the bidder was not recommended for the award. 
The Solicitation Manager may be contacted as follows: 

Susan Watt-Smith, Solicitation Manager 
wattsmiths@michigan.gov   
517-230-0535 

Public copies of all bidder proposals can be found here: DTMB - Bid Proposals 
(michigan.gov) 

Background Information: 

This Request for Proposal (RFP) was to solicit responses for selection of a Contractor to 
provide Formative Assessment for Michigan Educators (FAME). The term of this contract is 
5 years, with up to 3, 1-year renewal options. 

Bidders: 

The RFP was posted on SIGMA VSS on September 23, 2024, for 3 weeks. The following 
bidders submitted proposals by the published due date of October 14, 2024. 

Bidder Address, City, State, Zip Code SDVOB* GDBE** 

Michigan Assessment 
Consortium 

1980 N. College Rd.  
Mason, MI 48854 

No No 

*SDVOB: Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Business 
**GDBE: Geographically Disadvantaged Business Enterprise  

https://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/policies/state-ad-board
https://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/policies/state-ad-board
mailto:wattsmiths@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/procurement/contractconnect/bid-proposals
https://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/procurement/contractconnect/bid-proposals
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EVALUATION SYNOPSIS 
I. Evaluation Process 

A Responsible Vendor is a vendor that demonstrates it has the ability to successfully 
perform the duties identified by the solicitation. A Responsive proposal is one that is 
submitted in accordance with the solicitation instructions and meets all mandatory 
requirements identified in the solicitation. 

Proposal Instructions: Evaluation Process 

The State will evaluate each proposal based on the following factors: 

 Technical Evaluation Criteria Weight 

1. Work and Deliverables, Schedule A, Statement of Work, except 
Sections 3 and 4 

30 

2. Staffing – Schedule A, Statement of Work, Section 3 30 
3. Project Management, Statement of Work, Section 4 15 
4. Experience - Vendor Questions Worksheet  25 

 Total 100 

Proposals receiving 80 or more technical evaluation points will have pricing evaluated and 
considered for award. 

The full evaluation process is stated in the RFP Proposal Instructions. 

II. Evaluation Method 

Responses to this solicitation were reviewed by a Joint Evaluation Committee, which 
consisted of the following individuals:  

Voting Advisory 

Susan Watt-Smith, Category Analyst 
DTMB – Central Procurement Services 

Carol Skillings, Finance Manager 
MDE 

John Jaquith, Test Development Manager 
MDE 

Barbara Diou-Roig 
MDE 

Andrew Middlestead, Director  
MDE – Educational Assessment & 
Accountability 

Sean Strom 
DTMB – Agency Services 

Gerald Polverento, Sr. Project 
Manager/Assessment Specialist 
MDE 
Mary Helen Diegel 
MDE 

III. Evaluation Results 

A. Michigan Assessment Consortium 
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The Evaluation Team determined that Michigan Assessment Consortium based on a 
score of 100, did meet the requirements of this RFP. This determination was 
accomplished by evaluating their responses to the Technical Evaluation Criteria. 

1. Work and Deliverables, Schedule A, Statement of Work, except Sections 3 and 
4 
No deficiencies in this Section. 

Score 30/30 

2. Staffing, Schedule A, Statement of Work, Section 3 
No deficiencies in this Section. 

Score 30/30 

3. Project Management, Schedule A, Statement of Work, Section 4 
No deficiencies in this Section. 

Score 30/30 

4. Experience, Vendor Questions Worksheet 
No deficiencies in this Section 

Score 30/30 

Total Score:100/100 

IV. Technical Evaluation Summary 

 Selection Criteria Michigan 
Assessment 
Consortium 

1 Schedule A, Statement of Work, (excluding 
Section 3. Staffing, and Section 4. Project 
Management) 

30 

2 Schedule A, Statement of Work, Section 3. 
Staffing 

30 

3 Schedule A, Statement of Work, Section 4. 
Project Management 

15 

4 Vendor Questions Worksheet 25 

 Total 100 
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V. Pricing Summary 

Pricing was evaluated for the bidders who passed technical. The following is a summary of 
their price proposals: 

Michigan Assessment Consortium #1 

Descripti
on of 

Deliverab
le 

SOW  

Secti
on 

Unit Year 

2025-
2026 

Total 

Year 

2026-
2027 

Total 

Year 

2027-
2028 

Total 

Year 

2028-
2029 

Total 

Year 

2029-
2030 

Total 

Total 

5 Years 

COMPONENT 1 

FAME 
Professiona
l 
Developme
nt Model 

1.1.1. Quarte
rly 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

FAME 
Launching 
Into 
Learning 

1.1.2. Variou
s 

$365,708
.57 

$374,285
.90 

$385,893
.86 

$402,130
.31 

$418,734
.09 

$1,946,75
2.73 

FAME 
Coach 
Training 

1.1.3. Variou
s 

$498,819
.71 

$500,457
.25 

$505,581
.62 

$510,611
.67 

$515,843
.75 

$2,531,31
4.00 

FAME 
Regional 
Leadership 
Program 
(Retreat) 

1.1.4. Variou
s 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$478,650.
00 

Develop, 
Host & 
Maintain 
FAME 
Website ---
and--- 
Develop & 
Update, 
Print/Electr
onic FAME 
Learning 
Resource 
Materials 

1.1.5. Variou
s 

$153,686
.40 

$158,142
.36 

$162,661
.72 

$167,246
.06 

$171,897
.01 

$813,633.
55 
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COMPONENT 1 TOTAL $5,770,35
0.28 

COMPONENT 2 

Research 
and 
Evaluation 
Services 

1.1.6. Variou
s 

$522,967
.20 

$538,604
.40 

$554,641
.20 

$571,064
.40 

$587,936
.40 

$2,775,21
3.60 

COMPONENT 2 TOTAL $2,775,21
3.60 

COMPONENT 1 and COMPONENT 2 TOTAL $8,545,56
3.88 

VI. Negotiations 

The State requested second round pricing and below is what the Contractor submitted.  

Michigan Assessment Consortium #2 

Descripti
on of 

Deliverab
le 

SOW  
Secti

on 

Unit Year 

2025-
2026 

Total 

Year 

2026-
2027 

Total 

Year 

2027-
2028 

Total 

Year 

2028-
2029 

Total 

Year 

2029-
2030 

Total 

Total 

5 Years 

COMPONENT 1 
FAME 
Professiona
l 
Developme
nt Model 

1.1.1. Quarte
rly 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

FAME 
Launching 
Into 
Learning 

1.1.2. Variou
s 

$345,145
.25 

$358,039
.60 

$368,752
.80 

$384,491
.40 

$400,468
.20 

$1,856,89
1.25 

FAME 
Coach 
Training 

1.1.3. Variou
s 

$487,509
.88 

$491,151
.78 

$496,154
.04 

$500,910
.27 

$505,791
.21 

$2,481,89
0.18 

FAME 
Regional 
Leadership 
Program 
(Retreat) 

1.1.4. Variou
s 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$95,730.
00 

$478,650.
00 

Develop, 
Host & 

1.1.5. Variou
s 

$153,686
.40 

$158,142
.36 

$162,661
.72 

$167,246
.06 

$171,897
.01 

$813,633.
55 
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Maintain 
FAME 
Website ---
and--- 
Develop & 
Update, 
Print/Electr
onic FAME 
Learning 
Resource 
Materials 

COMPONENT 1 TOTAL  $5,631,06
4.98 

COMPONENT 2 

Research 
and 
Evaluation 
Services 

1.1.6. Variou
s 

$502,279
.20 

$517,399
.68 

$532,905
.67 

$548,785
.59 

$565,100
.32 

$2,666,47
0.46 

COMPONENT 2 TOTAL $2,666,47
0.46 

COMPONENT 1 and COMPONENT 2 TOTAL $8,297,53
5.44 

 

 

VII. Award Recommendation 

Award recommendation is made to the responsive and responsible Bidder who offers the 
best value to the State of Michigan. Best value is based on the proposal meeting the 
minimum point threshold and offering the best combination of the factors stated in the 
Proposal Instructions Evaluation Process section, and price. 

Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) provided the best value to the State. Best value 
factors for Award Recommendation include a track record of effectively delivering desired 
service outcomes; market-leading deliverables that are likely to be maintainable and 
upgradeable for longer time (less obsolescence); supplier track record of price stability 
and product availability; attention to the development and preparation of materials went above 
and beyond the State’s requirements; currently a certified State Continuing Education Clock 
Hours (SCECH) coordinator; involvement in MDE’s Assessment for Learning Community 
(AfLC) to expand the work of the FAME process. 

As part of the best value determination, overall economic impact to the State of Michigan 
was considered and is not a determinative factor in making this award. 

Award Recommendation is made to Michigan Assessment Consortium in the amount of 
$8,297,535.44 


