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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 

Materials Management Division 

Materials Utilization Facility General Permit 
 
This General Permit (Permit) is issued under the provisions of Part 115, Solid Waste Management, of 
the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA), 1994 PA 451, as amended, 
MCL 324.11501 et seq., and authorizes the operation of this Materials Utilization Facility (Facility) in 
the state of Michigan.  Any operation of this Facility that may cause or contribute to a violation of 
NREPA is not authorized by this Permit.  Unless otherwise expressly provided herein, terms used in 
this Permit that are defined in Part 115 will have the definitions given to them in Part 115.  
 
PART 1.  FACILITY INFORMATION 
 
FACILITY NAME:        
PERMITTEE/OPERATOR:        
FACILITY OWNER:        
PROPERTY OWNER:        
FACILITY ID NUMBER:        
COUNTY:        
PERMIT NUMBER:        
ISSUE DATE:        
EXPIRATION DATE:        

 FACILITY DESCRIPTION:        
 
 The facility located at      , in the city of      , in the township of      , in the county of      , 
Michigan, as identified in Attachment A (site map), and operates as the following type of Materials 
Utilization Facility (check all that apply): 

 
 A materials recovery facility. 
 A large class 1 composting facility. 
 A class 2 composting facility. 
 An anaerobic digester. 
 An innovative technology facility. 

 
 
___________________________________ 
Rhonda S. Oyer, Manager 
Solid Waste Section 
Materials Management Division 
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PART 2.  OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
This Permit includes the Permit application and any attachments to this Permit.  The permittee 
shall comply with all terms of this Permit and the provisions of Part 115, including, but not limited 
to, the following: 

 
A. REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO ALL MATERIALS UTILIZATION FACILITIES 

 
The following requirements are applicable to all facilities authorized by this General Permit. 

 
1. Operate the facility in a manner that does not create a nuisance or a hazard to the 

environment, natural resources, or the public health, safety, or welfare and shall keep the 
facility clean and free of litter (MCL 324.11568(1)(a)). 

 
2. Comply with NREPA, including Part 31, Water Resources Protection and Part 55, Air 

Pollution Control, and not cause contamination in soil or groundwater at concentrations 
above Michigan's cleanup criteria so as to create a facility, as defined in Section 20101, 
Part 201, Environmental Remediation of the NREPA (MCL 324.11568(1)(b)). 

 
3. Record and report information on materials managed during the fiscal year to EGLE each 

year by November 15th (MCL324.11560 and 324.11568(1)(c)). 
 
4. The facility shall be operated by personnel who are knowledgeable about the safe 

management of the types of material that are accepted and utilized 
(MCL 324.11568(1)(e)). 

 
5. Limit access to the facility to a time when a responsible individual is on duty 

(MCL 324.11568(1)(f)). 
 
6. Do not store material overnight at the facility except in a secure location and with 

adequate containment to prevent any release of material (MCL 324.11568(1)(g)). 
 
7. Material shall be transported from the facility for use in production of ultimate end use 

products or disposal within 1 year after material is collected by the facility 
(MCL 324.11568(1)(h)).  Except at composting facilities per C.1. and C.9. below. 

 
8. Protect material, as appropriate for the type of material, from weather, fire, physical 

damage, and vandalism (MCL 324.11568(1)(i)). 
 
9. Operations shall not attract or harbor rodents or other vectors (MCL 324.11568(1)(j)). 
 
10. If salvaging is permitted, remove salvaged material from the site at the end of each 

business day or confine to a storage area that is identified on the site map or otherwise 
approved by the department (MCL 324.11568(1)(k)). 
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11. Provide handling and processing equipment that is of adequate size, quantity, and 

operating condition to ensure proper management of the facility.  If the handling or 
processing equipment is inoperable for more than 72 hours, an alternative method that is 
approved by the department shall be used to manage the material (MCL 324.11568(1)(l)). 

 
12. Do not burn solid waste at the facility (MCL 324.11568(1)(m)). 

 
B. MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITIES 

 
In addition to the operational requirements in Section A above, the following requirements 
are applicable to Materials Recovery Facilities: 
 
The weight of solid waste residuals must be less than 15 percent of the total weight of material 
received unless the facility is making reasonable effort and has an education program to reduce 
the amount of solid waste received (MCL 324.11568(1)(d)).  Material disposed as a result of 
recycling market fluctuations is not included in the 15 percent calculation. 

 
C. COMPOST FACILITIES 

 
In addition to the operational requirements in Section A above, the following requirements 
are applicable to Compost Facilities: 

 
1. Maintain and make available records to demonstrate that the site does not accumulate 

compostable materials over 3 state fiscal years unless the site has the capacity to 
compost the material and can demonstrate, beginning with the third full state fiscal year 
after commencement of operation and each state fiscal year thereafter, unless a longer 
time is approved by the department, that the amount of compostable material and 
compost that is transferred off-site in a state fiscal year is not less than 75 percent by 
weight or volume, accounting for natural volume reduction, of the amount of compostable 
material and compost that was on-site at the beginning of the state fiscal year 
(MCL 324.11555(4)(a)(i)). 

 
2. Finished compost has less than 1 percent, by weight, of foreign matter that will 

remain on a 4-millimeter screen (MCL 324.11555(4)(a)(ii)). 
 
3. If yard waste is collected in bags other than paper bags or compostable bags meeting 

ASTM D6400 “Standard Specification for Compostable Plastics,” by ASTM International, a 
composting facility shall debag yard waste by the end of each business day 
(MCL 324.11555(4)(a)(iii)). 

 
4. Prevent the pooling of water by maintaining proper slopes and grades 

(MCL 324.11555(4)(a)(iv)). 
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5. Maintain records identifying the volume of compostable material accepted by the facility each 

month, the volume of compostable material and of compost transferred off-site each month, 
and the volume of compostable material on-site on October 1st each year 
(MCL 324.11555(4)(b)(i)). 

 
6. Maintain records demonstrating that the composting is performed in a manner that prevents 

nuisances and minimizes anaerobic conditions.  Unless otherwise provided by the 
department, these records shall include carbon-to-nitrogen ratios, the amount of leaves and 
the amount of grass in tons or cubic yards, temperature readings, moisture content 
readings, and lab analysis of finished compost products (MCL 324.11555(4)(b)(ii)). 

 
7. If in existence before March 29, 2023, do not expand the management or storage of 

compostable materials, finished compost, or residuals into a wetland or floodplain; or within 
100 feet from a property line; 300 feet from a residence; 200 feet from a surface water 
body, including a lake, stream, or wetland; 2,000 feet from a Type I or Type IIa water supply 
well; 800 feet from a Type IIb or Type III water supply well; 4 feet above groundwater; or 
500 feet from a church or other house of worship, a hospital, a nursing home, a licensed 
day care center, or a school, other than a home school (MCL 324.11557(1)). 

 
8. If operations begin after March 29, 2023, do not manage or store compostable material, 

finished compost, or residuals in a wetland or floodplain, or within 100 feet from a property 
line; 300 feet from a residence; 200 feet from a surface water body, including a lake, stream, 
or wetland; 2,000 feet from a Type I or Type IIa water supply well; 800 feet from a Type IIb or 
Type III water supply well; 4 feet above groundwater; or 500 feet from a church or other 
house of worship, a hospital, a nursing home, a licensed day care center, or a school, other 
than a home school (MCL 324.11557(2)). 

 
9. Maintain and make available to the department records to demonstrate that 

compostable material is not stored in a manner constituting speculative accumulation 
(MCL 324.11558(2)(b)). 

 
10. Unless approved by the department, limit volume to less than 5,000 cubic yards of 

compostable material, finished compost, compost additives, or screening rejects or any 
combination thereof on any acre; or less than 10,000 cubic yards of compostable material on 
any acre if the site is using forced air static pile composting (MCL 324.11558(2)(d)). 

 
11. Class 2 compostable material shall be separated out from other solid waste and 

maintained separately until used to produce compost, unless otherwise authorized by 
the department (MCL 324.11558(3)). 

 
12. By November 15th of each year, report the following information for the previous fiscal year 

using the department’s online reporting platform or department approved alternative 
(MCL 324.11560): 

 
a. Amount of compostable material brought to the site, by county of origin. 
b. Amount of finished compost removed from the site. 
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c. Amount of unfinished compostable material removed from the site. 
 

d. Volume of residuals removed from the site. 
e. Total amount of compostable material, compost, and residuals on-site at the end of the 

fiscal year. 
 

13. A facility shall not compost solid waste unless the person obtained approval from the 
department (MCL 324.11561(2)). 

 
14. Class 1 composting facilities that produce over 2,000 cubic yards of finished compost per 

year and all Class 2 composting facilities shall test their finished compost in compliance with 
the US Composting Council's Seal of Testing Assurance for the following parameters 
(MCL 324.11564(1)(a)): 

 
a. pH. 
b. Carbon-to-nitrogen ratio. 
c. Soluble salts. 
d. Total available nitrogen. 
e. Phosphorus reported as P2O5. 
f. Potassium reported as K2O. 
g. Calcium. 
h. Magnesium. 
i. Chloride. 
j. Sulfate. 
k. Arsenic. 
l. Cadmium. 
m. Copper. 
n. Lead. 
o. Mercury. 
p. Molybdenum. 
q. Nickel. 
r. Selenium. 
s. Zinc. 
t. Pathogens. 
u. Fecal coliforms. 
v. Salmonella. 
w. Percent organic matter. 
x. Percent foreign matter. 

 
If applicable, Class 2 composting facilities shall also test for the following site-
specific parameters (MCL 324.11564(1)(b)):   
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15. Class 1 composting facilities that produce less than 2,000 cubic yards of finished compost 
per year shall test at least 1 sample of finished compost per year for the parameters listed 
in paragraph 14 above, unless an alternate procedure is approved and listed here 
(MCL 324.11564(2)). 

 
      

 
PART 3.  APPLICATION AND APPROVED PLANS 
 
The required documents, approved plans, and site map are incorporated into and are 
enforceable requirements of this Permit. 

 
Issuance of this Permit is conditioned on the accuracy of the information submitted by the Applicant 
in the Application.  Any material or intentional inaccuracies found in that information is grounds for the 
revocation or modification of this Permit and may be grounds for enforcement action.  The permittee 
shall inform EGLE’s MMD District Name, District Supervisor, of any inaccuracies in the information 
in the Application upon discovery. 
 
This Permit is issued based on EGLE's review of the Application, submitted by      , for the site 
named      , dated      , and the EGLE site inspection conducted dated      .  The Application 
consists of the following: 

 
a. Application Form(s). 
b. Application fee. 
c. Site Plan/Site Map dated      . 
d. Operations Plan dated      . 
e. Facility Closure Plan dated      . 
f. Odor Management Plan dated (Compost facilities)      . 
g. Training Plan dated (Compost facilities)      . 
h. Fire Prevention Plan dated (Compost facilities)      . 
i. Materials Management Plan Consistency Documentation: 

 
 The site is consistent with the Materials Management Plan for the       planning area, 

adopted on      . 
 Documentation proving consistency with the MMP is provided with this Permit. 
 An MMP has not yet been adopted, and in the interim, the county approval agency and the 

legislative body of the municipality in which the facility is or is proposed to be located have 
each notified the department in writing that they approve the siting. 

 
j. Financial Assurance. 
 
 Materials recovery facilities, anaerobic digesters, and composting facilities must provide 

financial assurance in the amount of $20,000.  Innovative technology facilities must submit to 
the department for approval, a detailed written estimate, in current dollars, of the cost for a 
third party to close the facility and provide financial assurance in that amount 
(MCL 324.11513(a). 
The Facility has provided financial assurance totaling $      , based on the requirements of 
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Section 11523 of Part 115.  The financial assurance mechanisms used by the Facility are  
 
summarized below.  If multiple activities subject to general permit requirements are located on 
one contiguous site, financial assurance shall be provided for each activity. 

 
 

Surety Bond $       
Letter of Credit $       
Other $       
Total Amount Received: $       

 
PART 4.  GENERAL CONDITIONS RIGHT OF ENTRY 
 
Under the authority of MCL 324.11515, the department or an authorized representative of the 
department may inspect and investigate conditions relating to the generation, storage, processing, 
transportation, management, or disposal of solid waste or any material regulated under Part 115.  In 
conducting an inspection or investigation, the department or its authorized representative may, at 
reasonable times and after presenting credentials and stating its authority and purpose, do any of 
the following: 
 

a. Enter any property. 
b. Have access to and copy any information or records that are required to be maintained 

pursuant to Part 115 or an order issued under Part 115. 
c. Inspect any facility, equipment, including monitoring and pollution control equipment, 

practices, or operations regulated or required under Part 115, or an order issued under 
Part 115. 

d. Sample, test, or monitor substances or parameters for the purpose of determining 
compliance with Part 115 or an order issued under Part 115. 

 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OR CONTROL 
 
The owner/operator shall notify the department, in writing, at least 30 days in advance of a change in 
ownership or control of the facility to ensure continued permit authorization and financial 
assurance. 

 
TERM, RENEWAL, AND REVOCATION 
 
This General Permit shall remain in effect until its expiration date, unless revoked, superseded by a 
subsequent authorization, or continued in effect, as provided by the Administrative Procedures Act, 
1969 PA 306, as amended.  To continue in effect, a complete application for renewal of a general 
permit must be received by the department not later than 90 days before the expiration date of this 
permit. 

 
This Permit is subject to revocation procedures by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy, if the department finds that this Facility is not being operated in accordance 
with the approved plans, the conditions of this Permit, Part 115, or the administrative rules 
promulgated thereunder.  The provisions of this Permit are severable.  After notice and opportunity 
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for a hearing, as provided by MCL 24.292, and followed by a contested case hearing, as provided 
in MCL 324.11519(2)(b), this Permit may be restricted, suspended, or revoked in whole or in part  
during its term in accordance with applicable laws and rules.  In accordance with  
MCL 324.11519(2)(c), the department may issue an order summarily suspending this General 
Permit if the department finds that a violation constitutes an emergency or poses an imminent risk 
of injury to the environment, natural resources, or the public health, safety, or welfare.  Failure to 
comply with the terms and provisions of this Permit may result in legal action leading to civil and/or 
criminal penalties pursuant to Part 115.  This Permit does not obviate the need to obtain other 
authorizations as may be required by local, state, or federal law. 

 
FACILITY CLOSURE AND PERMIT TERMINATION 
 
In the event of facility closure, the owner/operator shall submit notice to the department and written 
confirmation that the Facility Closure Plan has been implemented.  After the department confirms 
that all regulated materials have been removed and the facility closure plan has been properly 
implemented from the site, the permittee may request that this permit be terminated, and financial 
assurances released.   

 
END OF PERMIT 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

People with disabilities may request this material in an alternate format by emailing EGLE-
Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling 800-662-9278. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, 
marital status, disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual 
orientation in the administration of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation 
and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations.  

This form and its contents are subject to the Freedom of Information Act and may be released 
to the public. 
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ATTACHMENT A 
Completed Application Forms 
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