


Agenda
1:00 pm ς Welcome, Attendance, Business

1:15 pm ς Office of Climate and Energy & MI Healthy Climate Plan Updates

1:45 pm ς Regenerative Agriculture, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

2:15 pm ς Elective Pay & Elective Pay Ambassador Program,Michigan Infrastructure Office   
    Technical Assistance Center

2:45 pm ς Next Steps and Discussion

3:00 pm ς Adjourn



Office of Climate and Energy Updates &
MI Healthy Climate Plan Progress



MI Healthy Climate Conference 

Thanks for attending the 2025 
Conference!

Save the Date for 2026

When: Tuesday, April 21, 2026

Where: Huntington Place, Detroit



Implementing the MI Healthy Climate Plan: 
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan

Deliverable for the EPA Climate Pollution Reduction 
Planning Grant, due December 2025

Accenture submitted draft to OCE, will circulate to 
Council on Climate Solutions Subcabinet for 
feedback
ÅSector-specific GHG targets, projections, benefits 

analysis
ÅNew analysis for waste, natural/working lands

Continue engagement
ÅKey stakeholder meetings
ÅMHC Conference survey and poster activity
ÅRegular meetings with Tribes, Grand Valley Metro 

Council, SEMCOG, among other partners
ÅNovember 2026 ς ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ά/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9ǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Wǳǎǘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ



9D[9Ωǎ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜǎ wŜŀŘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ

EPA awarded EGLE $129.1 million in Oct. 2024- waiting for approval

Renewables ReadyCommunities Program strategies:
1. Expand theRenewables Ready CommunitiesAward pilot

2. Create Brownfield Renewable Energy Pilot program

3. Strengthen 9D[9ΩǎRenewable Energy Academy

4. Support workforce development programs

5. Developing a Renewables Ready Communities Strategic Plan for utility-scale 
and brownfield renewable energy projects

$10 million reserved for renewable energy projectsin Tribal communities



9D[9Ωǎ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜǎ wŜŀŘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ !ǿŀǊŘǎ tƛƭƻǘ
ÅRRCA Pilot: $30,000,000 budget allocation 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻǾΦ ²ƘƛǘƳŜǊΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ !Ŏǘ ммф ƻŦ нлноΦ

Å$5k/MW award to permit & host utility-scale 
projects

Å$26 million across 48 awards, representing 
5,374 MW 

ÅExample - Coldwater Township now has 3 
RRCAs, contributing to tornado sirens, fire 
department upgrades, roads, playgrounds, 
parks, and a Town Hall expansion. 

/ƻƭŘǿŀǘŜǊ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ 9Φ wƻƎŜǊǎΥ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ 
will significantly enhance our financial bottom line. It was very 
important to work with the renewable energy companies to have 
these projects in our township, keeping in mind the impact they 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦέ

100 MW of battery storage in Coldwater 
Township, incentivized by the RRCA.



https://egle.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/5d5c6ee565444e02bb7e1734cd18809e



MI Justice40 
Accelerator
ωLaunched October 2024 with 25 community-based organizations 
across the state

ωProvides a $25k participation stipend, 1:1 program support, 
technical assistance, regular workshops and peer learning 
opportunities

ωMeasuring Impact

ω12 cohort workshops, trainings, peer-learnings, including 2 
in-person

ω1 more session & end-of-year celebration forthcoming

ω40 grant applications submitted or in the works

ω32 connections to technical assistance providers

ω>$238k 1:1 technical assistance invested in organization 
needs



MI J40A Feature: Climate Crew Collective 
(Saginaw CAP)
άEnvironmental justice means equity, representation. Not just 
being in the room but being a strong voice in the conversation. It 
gives us power. It gives us more agency so we can support 
ourselves. Nothing for us, without us. The MI Justice40 
Accelerator serves as a bridge, connecting grassroots 
organizations to larger opportunities. It provides agency to local 
organizations. The program will allow us to educate the next 
generation of climate leaders in our communities. It is imperative 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦέ

Nyesha Clark-Young is the Director for Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion for 
{ŀƎƛƴŀǿΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ό/!tύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
Improvement Alliance (MHIA).



MI Healthy Climate Challenge
! .ƻƭŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ
The MI Healthy Climate Challenge will award approximately 
$15 million in grants to mobilize Michiganders to tackle the 
«®^®kí« fsqqk«® gzs{^®k gr^zzk|qk« ®rª~¯qr s||~´^®s´kÏ rsqr-
impact projects.

A Series of Game-Changing Challenges
This initiative is not just fundingæs®í« {~{k|®¯{Î 
Each challenge is crafted to unlock public and 
private resources, break down barriers to rapid 
climate action, and deploy transformative projects 
statewide.

Inspiring Action, Driving Impact
By showcasing success stories and scalable 
solutions, the Challenge empowers communities, 
businesses, and organizations to leverage funding, 
p~ªqk §~µkªp¯z §^ª®|kª«rs§«Ï ^|i zk^i ?sgrsq^|í« 
clean energy transition.



MI Healthy Climate Challenge

Competition Summary

Solar for Savings
Opened: April 22, 2025

Closes: September 30, 2025

Unlocking Elective Pay
Opened: August 4, 2025

Closes: November 2, 2025

Challenge # 3 Coming soon!

Challenge # 4 Coming soon!



MI Healthy Climate Challenge
Competition #2: Unlocking Elective Pay
Bringing clean energy solutions to schools, community centers, faith-basedinstitutions, fire stations, and community 
organizations.

Launched August 4, 2025,in partnership with the Michigan Infrastructure 
Office Technical Assistance Center

Up to $2,000,000in funding available

Concept Papers due August 31, 2025 | Applications due November 2, 2025

Maximize Use of Elective Pay: Help tax-exempt entities leverage available 
funds

Build Cross-Sector Partnerships: Align efforts across nonprofits, 
governments, academia, and industry

Scale Replicable Models: Bundle/aggregate projects across buildings, 
geographies, and sponsors

Expand Household Access: Reach low/moderate-income residents 
through nonprofit-led models

Leverage Bonus Incentives: Ensure all eligible communities benefit from 
available bonus credits.

Goals & ObjectivesChallenge Overview



MI Solar for All Update

ÅTransitioned from OCE to MMD

ÅSolar for Savings Pilots
ÅRound 1 & 2 awardees have been announced

ÅRound 3 applications paused



Round 1: MI Solar for All Pilots

28 pilots reviewed for Round 1

8 pilots selected

Over $7M allocated

3 residential rooftop projects

5 residential-serving community 
solar projects



Round 2: MI Solar for All Pilots

46 applications reviewed for Round 2

5 pilots selected

Over $6M tentatively allocated

1 residential rooftop project

4 residential-serving community solar 
projects



MI Solar for All ς Round 1 and 2 Residential Rooftop 
SolarAwardees
ÅHope Village Revitalization (Wayne Co)

Å Retrofit 10 homes in Detroit and Highland Park with rooftop solar, battery storage, high efficiency dualfuel cold climate heat pumps, 
and weatherization.

Å Installations will provide direct electricity cost reductions to residents and increase resiliency withbattery storage.

ÅSouthwest Housing Solutions Corporation dbaMiSideHousing (Oakland Co.)

Å Solar on 60-unit multifamily building serving low-income and formerly homeless seniors

Å Benefits to fund part of the time for a service coordinator position for residents.

ÅSuperior Watershed Partnership (all Upper Peninsula counties)

Å Install solar at 15 households, at least five households with energy storage.Critical care customers with medical devices dependent on 
electricity prioritized.

Å Installations will provide direct electricity cost reductions and increase resiliency with battery storage.

ÅCity of Ann Arbor (Washtenaw County)

Å Install solar and storage at 20 households in the Bryant Neighborhood with option for household to ownor for!ƴƴ !ǊōƻǊΩǎ 
Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) to own, with the SEU performing operations andmaintenance.

ÅtǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ōȅ нлну ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭworkforcedevelopment 
strategies.



MI Solar for All ς Round 1 Residential- Serving 
CommunitySolarAwardees
ÅCity of Benton Harbor (Berrien Co)
Å Install solar at three city facilities, including one that will serve as a resiliency hub for which storage is also proposed
Å Low-income benefits provided on city water bills

ÅHillsdale Board of Public Utilities (Hillsdale Co)
Å Ground mounted solar at a municipal airport with pollinator friendly plants
Å Low-income benefits provided on utility bills

ÅInter-Tribal Council of Michigan (Chippewa Co)
Å Solar and storage at 12 residential homes and a community building to support resiliency
Å Benefits provided as electric bill offset to 12 households or through community programs focused on energy assistance or 

food security

ÅLowell Light & Power (Kent Co.)
Å Solar canopies installed over the main parking lot at Stoney Lakeside Park for high visibility and community education 
Å Benefits provided on utility bills in an opt-out program.

ÅNorth End Woodward Community Coalition (Wayne Co)
Å Proposes to expand Solar Neighbors initiative to two new hub sites, owned by community trust.
Å Benefits delivered through energy-bill assistance program.



MI Solar for All ς Round 2 Residential- Serving 
CommunitySolarAwardees Continued
ÅCity of Cadillac (Wexford County)

Å Install solar and storage at the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) and solar at one water pump station. 60% 
of the project benefits will be provided to eligible low-income beneficiaries on city utility bills.

ÅCity of Escanaba (Delta County)

Å Install community solar garden at an undeveloped brownfield site with 60% of benefits shared through utility 
bill credit with eligible low-income beneficiaries.

ÅFirst United Methodist Church of Holland (Ottawa County)

Å Install rooftop solar at the church with 60% of benefits provided to eligible low-income beneficiaries 
facinghousinginsecurity and remainder to help offset facility electric bills. The church serves as the facility for 
Refreshprogram whichprovides essential services to unhoused community members.

ÅWayne State University (Wayne County)

Å Install rooftop solar on newly renovated M. Roy Wilson State Hall with benefits shared with eligible low-
incomebeneficiaries in areas near campus.



MI Healthy Climate Fellows 
ÅSince launching in March 2024, 50 
organizations have hosted 55 fellows 
across the state.

ÅThe third and final MI Healthy Climate 
Fellows cohort is planned for January ς 
December 2026.
ÅWe anticipate around 12 placements 

ÅFellows will serve full-time, building climate 
action capacity and receiving training to be 
the next climate and clean energy leaders 
in Michigan.

ÅHost partner applications are open now!



22

Jessica Austin
Climate Solutions Associate for West 

Michigan Environmental Action Council

Grand Rapids, Michigan
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Position

Commit to environmental justice and pursue a just 

transition

Drive clean innovation in industry

Protect Michiganôs land and water

Mi Healthy Climate Plan Pillars
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Cultivate the Community 
Nature Based Restoration
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Cultivate the Community 
Nature Based Restoration
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Eco Explorers
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Krystle Baecker
Climate & Energy Technician at the Lake 

Superior Watershed Council

Marquette, Michigan
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Position

Commit to environmental justice and pursue a just 

transition

Repair and decarbonize homes and businesses

Protect Michiganôs land and water

Mi Healthy Climate Plan Pillars
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Outcomes or Impacts

ÅPeople reached
Individual homeowners 
throughout the UP
Remotely located individuals
Low income and disadvantaged 
communities

ÅEnvironmental data collection
Future environmental impact 
report
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Importance

ÅPersonal growth
ÅProfessional growth
ÅOpportunity 
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Charlotte Nana-Mayworm
School Climate Liaison for the 

Environmental Services Division at EGLE

Lansing, Michigan
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Position

Commit to environmental justice and pursue a just 

transition

Clean the electric  grid

Electrify vehicles and increase public transit

Repair and decarbonize homes and businesses

Drive clean innovation in industry

Protect Michiganôs land and water

Pillars of the MHCP
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(Michigan) Green School Action Guide

љ ШƣŸŸũťŔƣШƣŸШőĲũƓШƚĦőŸŸũШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚШƣŸШĲƻċũƨċƣĲШƣőĲŔƖШ
sustainability needs, environmental issues, select projects, 

build a team, find funding, and plan and commit to 
ĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШċĦƣŔŸŰЮњ
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Impacts

ÅCommunity resource
ÅImproved learning and teaching 

environment
ÅResilient space



Office of Climate and Energy Updates &
MI Healthy Climate Plan Progress

Questions?



Regenerative Agriculture
Erik Palm,Regenerative Agriculture Program Manager

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & RURAL DEVELOPMENT








































