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Agenda

1:00 pm¢ Welcome, Attendance, Business

1:15 pm¢ Office of Climate and Energy & MI Healthy Climate Plan Updates
1:45 pm¢ Regenerative Agriculture, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

2:15 pm¢ Elective Pay & Elective Pay Ambassador Prodviachigan Infrastructure Office
Technical Assistance Center

2:45 pm¢ Next Steps and Discussion
3:00 pm¢ Adjourn
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Office of Climate and Energy Updates &
MI Healthy Climate Plan Progress
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M| Healthy Climate Conference

Thanks for attending the 2025
Conference!

Save the Date for 2026
When: Tuesday, April 21, 2026
Where: Huntington Place, Detroit




Implementing the M| Healthy Climate Plan:
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan

Deliverable for the EPA Climate Pollution Reduction |
Planning Grant, due December 2025 !

Accenture submitted draft to OCE, will circulate to
Council on Climate Solutions Subcabinet for
feedback
A Sectorspecific GHG targets, projections, benefits
analysis

A New analysis for waste, natural/working lands

@w. Pillar #3: Electrify vehicles and increase publié transit

Continue engagement
A Key stakeholder meetings
A MHC Conference survey and poster activity

A Regular meetings with Tribes, Grand Valley Metro
Council, SEMCOG, among other partners ,A
ANovember 20268 SO2y R &/ 2ttt 02NI0OA DS t €I
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EPA awarded EGLE $129.1 million in Oct.-20d4ing for approval

Renewables Readyommunities Program strategies:
Expand theRenewables Ready Communitiésvard pilot
CreateBrownfield Renewable Energy Pilprogram
Strengther® D[ Beiie@wable Energy Academy
Support workforce development programs

Developing a Renewables Ready Communities Strategic Plan foradaiey
and brownfield renewable energy projects

$10 million reserved for renewable energy projeictd ribal communities
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MRCA Pilot: $3O 000,000 bUdget allocatlon | 2f RglF iSNJ ¢2 6 VEAKAL { dzLIJS N A &

TG NR=RG 2 RO p =N LO R @ WV ECH NN il significantly enhance our financial bottom liftewas very — PAR

: - important to work with the renewable energy companies to hé
A5k/MW award to permit & host utilitscale these projects in our township, keeping in mind the impact the

projects Yie Kb @S zy 2dzNJ NJSa)\RS;fuadJs

/26 million across 48 awards, representing
5,374 MW

AExample Coldwater Township now has 3
RRCAs, contributing to tornado sirens, fire il AR "
department upgrades, roads, playgrounds, e & mr"“ & rrwesr o X0Y c
parks, and a Town Hall expansion. “r— _

100 MW of battery storage in Coldwate

Township, incentivized by the RRCA.

n
O
r-
n



https:/legle.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/5d5c6ee565444e02bb7e1734cd18809¢e

=ciz Renewables Ready Communities Award (RRCA)

To learn more, click on the "More Information” tab underneath the map.

Total Amount Allocated

Quebec
Sault Ste

I Sudbury T

Morth Bay Rivigres

. . Montreal
In Application Queue Ottawa

Minneapolis

Owen'Sound Brockville

Barrie
Kingston Montpelier Augusta

o
O o ) Toronko

@ Hamilton Concord
Madison  Milwaukee Qrand b London Rochester

Rapids i BuFfale

% ity Albany
Detroit o Boston

O O@ X
HartFord Providence
Des Moines Cleveland +

Sioux Falls

Total Megawatts Awarded

Chicago

Municipalities Awarded

Lincoln New York

PTT .

Pravince of Ontario, Esri, TornTom, Garmin, FAC, NOAA, USGS, EPA, USFWS | Center for Shared Solutions, Department of Technology, Management, and Budger, State of M l:_:'Lg.:n | Materials Managemant Division, Michigan Department of Enviro...  Powered by Esri

Map More Information

Municipality Energy Project Name Techology Type Megawatts Awarded Host, Permitter, or Both Total Award Amount Intended Use Of Award

Construct a downriver fairgrounds,
including two 4-H barns, a horse

City of Ecorse Redstart Energy Storage Storage $1,000,000  track, bump and run, bleachers,
farmers market pavilion, and
parking.

. Street scape enhancements and a
City of Trenton Wayne Trenton Channel Energy Center Storage 220 | Both % 1,100,000 City Hall Public Square.
Road and culvert repairs, sherriff
Lee Township Calhoun Sunfish Solar 1 and 2 808  Both $ 4,040,000 | deputy contracting, zoning and




MI Justice40
= ¥ Accelerator

- =
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cbaunched October 2024 with 25 communltgsed organizations
across the state

oProvides a $25k participation stipend, 1:1 program support,
technical assistance, regular workshops and peer learning
opportunities

«Measuring Impact

o2 cohort workshops, trainings, pe¢earnings, including 2
in-person

ol more session & endf-year celebration forthcoming
o0 grant applications submitted or in the works
w82 connections to technical assistance providers

w>$238k1:1 technical assistance invested in organization
needs




MI J40A Featuré€limate Crew Collective

(Saginaw CAP)

OcEnvironmental justice means equity, representation. Not just
being in the room but being a strong voice in the conversation. It
gives us power. It gives us more agency so we can support
ourselves. Nothing for us, without us. The MI Justice40
Accelerator serves as a bridge, connecting grassroots
organizations to larger opportunities. It provides agency to local
organizations. The program will allow us to educate the next
generation of climate leaders in our communities. It is imperative
GKIFG ¢S 3IAOBS 2dzNJ 1 AR&a GUKA& 2L

Nyesha Clar¥oung is the Director for Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion for _ _
{I3AYylIeQa [/ 2YYdzyAue !'ffAlYyOS F2N UKS t S
Improvement Alliance (MHIA).
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M| Healthy Climate Challenge

I . 2fR LYy@SadyYSyd Ay aAOKAIlLIyQa /[ fAYI OGS Cdzid2NB
The MI Healthy Climate Challenge will award approximately

$15 million in grants to mobilize Michiganders to tackle the
«®"®ki « fsqgqgqk«® gzs{""®k gr "zzk]| gk
impact projects.

A Series of Gam€&€hanging Challenges
This initiative is not just fundingas ® i « { ~{ k| ® {1
Each challenge is crafted to unlock public and
private resources, break down barriers to rapid
climate action, and deploy transformative projects
statewide.

Inspiring Action, Driving Impact

By showcasing success stories and scalable
solutions, the Challenge empowers communities,
businesses, and organizations to leverage funding,
p~2gk 8~pkap z 8§r"2a@®| ka«rs8&«li ~|]i zk”" i ?sgrsq”| i«
clean energy transition.

cGLE



M| Healthy Climate Challenge

Competition Summary

S ¥
'/,C

Opened: August 4, 2025
Closes: November 2, 2025

Unlocking Elective Pay

Challenge # 3 Coming soon!

Challenge # 4 Coming soon!
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M| Healthy Climate Challenge

Competition #2: Unlocking Elective Pay

Bringing clean energy solutions to schools, community centerdydagehinstitutions, fire stations, and community

organizations.

Challenge Overview

r
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~
Launched August 4, 2028, partnership with the Michigan Infrastructure
Office Technical Assistance Center
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Up to $2,000,000n funding available
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Concept Papers due August 31, 2025 | Applications due November 2,[2025
J

Goals & Objectives

( )
Maximize Use of Elective Payelp taxexempt entities leverage availabl
funds

.

J
~

-
Build CrossSector Partnershipg\lign efforts across nonprofits,

governments, academia, and industry
| J

( )
Scale Replicable ModelBundle/aggregate projects across buildings,
\geographies, and sponsors

J
~

=
Expand Household Acce$&ach low/moderatencome residents

\through nonprofitled models )

( )
Leverage Bonus Incentivesnsure all eligible communities benefit fron

11%

kavailable bonus credits. )
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MI Solar for All Update

Aransitioned from OCE to MMD

ASolar for Savings Pilots

A Round 1 & 2 awardees have been announced
A Round 3 applications paused

MI SOLAR FOR ALL
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Round 1: Ml Solar for All Pilots

28 pilots reviewed for Round 1
8 pilots selected

Over $7M allocated

3 residential rooftop projects

5 residentialserving community
solar projects
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Round 2: MI Solar for All Pilots

46 applications reviewed for Round 2
5 pilots selected

Over $6M tentatively allocated

1 residential rooftop project

4 residentialserving community solar
projects
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MI Solar for At Round 1 and Residential Rooftop
SolarAwardees

AHope Village Revitalization (Wayne Co)

A Retrofit 10 homes in Detroit and Highland Park with rooftop solar, battery storage, high efficiendyelwalld climate heapumps,
and weatherization.

A Installations will provide direct electricity cost reductions to residents and increase resiliendyatiithy storage.

ASouthwest Housing Solutions Corporation dvaSideHousing (Oakland Co.)
A Solar on 6@unit multifamily building serving loincome and formerly homeless seniors
A Benefits to fund part of the time for a service coordinator position for residents.

/38uperior Watershed Partnership (all Upper Peninsula counties)
A Install solar at 15 households, at least five households with energy stasitieal care customers with medical devices dejesrt on
electricity prioritized.
A Installations will provide direct electricity cost reductions and increase resiliency with battery storage.

ACity of Ann Arbor (Washtenaw County)
A Install solar and storage at 20 households in the Bryant Neighborhood with option for householdtw towh vy | NB 2 NQ &
Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) to own, with the SEU performing operationsaartdnance.

At N22SOl FAYa (G2 ONBFIGS GKS yIFiA2yQa FANB Gwokfdefetledelo@reNd 2y VS dzl
strategies.
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MI Solar for A Round 1ResidentialServing
CommunitySolarAwardees

ACity of Benton Harbor (Berrien Co)
A Install solar at three city facilities, including one that will serve as a resiliency hub for which storage is also proposed

A Lowincome benefits provided on city water bills

AHillsdale Board of Public Utilities (Hillsdale Co)
A Ground mounted solar at a municipal airport with pollinator friendly plants

A Lowincome benefits provided on utility bills

Alnter-Tribal Council of Michigan (Chippewa Co)
A Solar and storage at 12 residential homes and a community building to support resiliency

A 1EBerngefits pr_g[)vided as electric bill offset to 12 households or through community programs focused on energy assistance or
ood security

ALowell Light & Power (Kent Co.)
A Solar canopies installed over the main parking lot at Stoney Lakeside Park for high visibility and community education

A Benefits provided on utility bills in an eput program.

ANorth End Woodward Community Coalition (Wayne Co)
A Proposes to expand Solar Neighbors initiative to two new hub sites, owned by community trust.

A Benefits delivered through enerdyill assistance program.

cGLE



MI Solar for At Round ResidentialServing
CommunitySolarAwardees Continued

ACity of Cadillac (Wexford County)

A Install solar and storage at the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) and solar at one water pump station. 60%
of the project benefits will be provided to eligible lenvcome beneficiaries on city utility bills.

ACity of Escanaba (Delta County)

A Install community solar garden at an undeveloped brownfield site with 60% of benefits shared through utility
bill creditwith eligible lowincome beneficiaries.

AFirst United Methodist Church of Holland (Ottawa County)

A Install rooftop solar at the church with 60% of benefits provided to eligibleifmeme beneficiaries
facinghousinginsecurity and remainder to help offset facility electric bills. The church serves as the facility for
Refreshprogram whichprovides essential services to unhoused community members.

Awayne State University (Wayne County)

A Install rooftop solar on newly renovated M. Roy Wilson State Hall with benefits shared with eligible low
incomebeneficiaries in areas near campus.

cGLE



MI Healthy Climate Fellows

ASince launching in March 2024, 50
organizations have hosted 55 fellows
across the state.

AThe third and final MI Healthy Climate
Fellows cohort is planned for Januayry
December 2026.

ANe anticipate around 12 placements

Aeellows will serve fulime, building climate
action capacity and receiving training to be
the next climate and clean energy leaders
In Michigan.

AHost partner applications are open now!
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Jessica Austin

Climate Solutions Associate for West
Michigan Environmental Action Councll

Grand Rapids, Michigan

WEST MICHIGAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION COUNCIL




Position

Mi Healthy Climate Plan Pillars

Commit to environmental justice and pursue a just
transition

Drive clean innovation in industry

Protect Michigands | and




Cultivate the Community
Nature Based Restoration




Cultivate the Community
Nature Based Restoration




Eco Explorers




Climate & Energy Technician at the Lake

27

Krystle Baecker

Superior Watershed Councill
Marquette, Michigan
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Position

Partnering for Watershed Restoration (PWR)

Mi Healthy Climate Plan Pillars

Commit to environmental justice and pursue a just
transition

Repair and decarbonize homes and businesses

Protect Michigands | and an

Michigan

[ Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (PWR partner)
[ | Ottawa National Forest (PWR Partner)

[ Partnering for Watershed Restoration (PWR) Wisconsin

0 25 50 @
Miles




Outcomes or Impacts

People reached

Individual homeowners
throughout the UP

Remotely located individuals

Low income and disadvantaged
communities

Environmental data collection

Future environmental impact
report




Importance

A Personal growth
A Professional growth
A Opportunity




Charlotte Nana-Mayworm

School Climate Liaison for the
Environmental Services Division at EGL

Lansing, Michigan
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Position

Pillars of the MHCP

Commit to environmental justice and pursue a just
transition

Clean the electric grid

Electrify vehicles and increase public transit

Repair and decarbonize homes and businesses

Drive clean innovation in industry

Protect Michigandés | and




(Michigan) Green School Action Guide

b L
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nility needs, environmental issues, select projects,
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a team, find funding, and plan and commit to
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Impacts

Severe storm damages Beach

Elementary School roof, uproots

tree |

;he Fruitport Community Schools Superintendent said the strong winds A Commun Ity resource

:Jifz:;th: gym's roof. Beach Elementary School is closed on Monday A I m proved Iearn | ng and teaC h | n g
environment

A Resilient space
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Office of Climate and Energy Updates &
MI Healthy Climate Plan Progress

Questions?
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Regenerative Agriculture

Erik PalmRegenerative Agriculture Program Manager

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & RURAL DEVELOPME
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Regenerative
Agriculture

Council on Climate Solutions
Erik Palm

8/26/2025




What is Regenerative
Agriculture?

MDARD’s definition

Regenerative agriculture is an active approach
to land management driven by improving soil
health. Rather than a rigid set of rules, it
embraces a blend of sustainable farming
methods tailored to each farmer's needs.

AGRICULTURE

(s
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It is important to note that while
many of the practices we discuss
have been done for many years,
regenerative agriculture focuses

on the whole system and
Implementing as many
supporting practices as possible
to best support the soll
microbiology and repair the
water, mineral, and energy
cycles.
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Soil
Function

90% of soil function is related
to microbial activity

Aggregation is a combination of
soil particles bound together
organic “glues”

Good Aggregation looks like a
“chocolate cake”

Aggregates have a shelf life of
30-40 days




MDARD’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include:

Vg n Learning and T Maintaining living
understanding the

ke

Maximizing diversity
g @ roots year-round

Minimizing soil Keeping soil covered Integrating livestock

disturbance E and increasing
O biodiversity

i/ /7
(ﬁ e ﬁ context of a farm
\ \ operation

i




Farm
Context

Simply every farm is unique

* Location
» Soil types
» Crops &/or Liveséock

Market

M Dapartment of

iCULTURE

& Rural Development - l Development
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MDARD’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include:

M{}\@
Learning and A Maximizing diversity ™
understanding the / \}$ g
y

context of a farm

operation ¢ /—:—' :
Z J/
\wy”y

Minimizing soil -e- Keeping soil covered
ﬁ% disturbance
O

Maintaining living
roots year-round

Integrating livestock
and increasing
biodiversity




Maximize Diversity

()

Plants
Crops in rotation
Cover crops

Warm season & Cool
Season

Grasses, Legumes,
Forbs, Trees

v

Animals
Wildlife
Birds
Insects

Livestock
* Ruminants vs.

Monogastric vs.

Poultry
* Livestock class

Diversity above the solil =

Diversity below the soil

.
A Depurtment of

AGRICULTURE

& Rural Development




MDARD’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include:

ol
\

i

Learning and Maximizing diversity
understanding the % g
context of a farm N
operation — /

Minimizing soil

disturbance E
O

Keeping soil covered

"

Maintaining living
roots year-round

Integrating livestock
and increasing
biodiversity




Maintain Living
Roots Year-roun

 Builds organic matter
» Improves water infiltration
« Supports microbes

Michigam, vearmumst Michigarn oepme s
g AckiCiTunE g AihibiiTune

( & Rural Development ( & Rural Development




tions(67-70%)

dSSO0Cla

Root Systems of Prairie Plants

A large percentage ot OM increase will
come from roots and soil biology
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MDARD'’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include:

Learning and
understanding the
context of a farm
operation

ﬂ¢wﬁm‘?%%ﬁ\

Minimizing soil N ‘
@% disturbance \\
' /

Maximizing diversity

Keeping soil covered

¥re

Maintaining living
roots year-round

Integrating livestock
and increasing
biodiversity




Minimize Soil
Disturbance

Minimize
 Tillage
» Chemical applications
« Manure applications

Why?
« Damages soil structure

» Reduces organic matter &
carbon

* Increases weed pressure




MDARD’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include:

Learning and Maximizing diversity Maintaining living
understanding the @ g roots year-round
context of a farm

operation —

ﬁ
/, %%
@'ﬁ‘ .
Minimizing soil .e. Keeping soil covere?\ Integrating livestock
% disturbance and increasing
O / biodiversity




Keep Soil
Covered

Compare to our skin - Without proper coverage we get cold or sunburned
Protects & moderates temperature swings

Allows microbes functioning to cycle nutrients
Rain impact on soil surface

Shade new seedlings
Reduced weeds

Start of organic matter (30%)

*$ ACRICUITURE

& Rural Development




When soil temp reaches. ..

140° Soil bacteria die

F

130° 100% moisture lost through
= evaporation & transpiration

100° 15% moisture is used for growth
F 85% moisture lost through evaporation
& transpiration

70° F 100% moisture is used for growth

J.J. Mc Entre, USDA SCS, Kerrville, TX, 1956



MDARD’s Regenerative Agriculture Unit’s core principles include:

n Learning and Maximizing diversity Maintaining living
mﬂ understanding the FO01S YearroUnd
: context of a farm
\ operation —
/;fﬁ mxﬁ

Integrating livestock
and increasing

biodiversity j/

Keeping soil covered /

(

Minimizing soil -e.
% disturbance
O
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