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How to ask a question

Type your 
question into 

the chat. 

Click the 
“hand” icon at 
the top of your 

screen.

Type #2 to 
raise your 

hand.

#2



Agenda

Welcome and Review of Agenda

Anita Singh, EGLE
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Fix a Leak Week

Emily Posthumus, EGLE

Backflow Prevention for Your Home

Ernie Sarkipato, EGLE

Ambassador Updates & Discussion

Updates & Reminders

Emily Posthumus, EGLE



Fix a Leak Week
Emily Posthumus, EGLE
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Fix a Leak Week

• March 14 – 20
• Mon: Get the word out by sharing on social media 

(#FixALeak Week, #MIFixALeak)

• Tues: Why leaks matter (save water, save energy, save 
money)

• Wed: Challenge residents to find and fix leaks within 
their home (#IFixLeaks)

• Thurs: Spotlight on energy utility efficiency programs

• Fri: Other ways to get involved 
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Updates & 
Reminders

Emily Posthumus, EGLE
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Upcoming Opportunities

• Public meetings on Environmental Justice 
Considerations Related to Drinking Water 
Regulation for PFAS. Registration is required
• March 2 from  1 – 4 pm

• April 5 from 5 – 8 pm

• Job opportunities in Benton Harbor (March 2022 –
April 2023) for lead pipeline replacement project. 
No experience necessary, BH residents encouraged 
to apply.
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Reminders & Updates

• Progress on Filter First legislation

• EPA announces availability of $20 million under the 
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation 
(WIIN) Act in alignment with the Justice40 Initiative

• Upcoming CWA Meetings:
• March 31 – Demonstration of Mi EJ Tool (tentative)

• April 28 – Contamination Investigation Unit
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Backflow Protection 
for Your Home

Ernie Sarkipato, P.E.

Distribution Engineering Specialist

Engineering Unit, EGLE
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Cross Connection Prevention is a Barrier
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Multiple Barriers to Contamination
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Why is this important?Risk

What do I need to do, and who do I work with?Roles

What is the benefit?Reward
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Backflow

Water systems are designed 
to bring water to your home.

When things go wrong, the 
system can flow backwards!
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Known BF Incidents

• From 1981 to 1998, CDC 
documented 57 waterborne 
disease outbreaks related to 
cross-connections, resulting in 
9,734 illnesses. 

• EPA research from 1970 to 2001 
found 459 incidents resulting in 
an estimated 12,0932 illnesses.
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Backflow Incidents (1970-2001 )
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Risk of Backflow

• Residential customers are the 
majority (80-95%)

• Most backflow incidents will be 
short lived and undetected

• High risks do exist in homes

Residential Backflow is a significant 
risk!!!!!!
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Risk of Backflow

• AWWA M14

• Page 1 of 3, 
2005 – 2012

• 8/20 (40%)
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Risks of Backflow
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Roles

• State Government

– EGLE

– Plumbing Division of LARA

• Local Water Utility

– Cross connection Inspector

• Backflow Tester

• Resident
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Legal Basis
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Cross Connection Program – Water Supplier

Administration

Inspections

Methods for Prevention

Testing

Time Allowed to Comply

Record Keeping



22

Onsite Inspections

• Exterior is important

• Interior can be focused on basement
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The Risk: Your Lawn
The Fix:
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Reward

• Reduce the Risk

• Increased prevention of 
backflow

• Confidence in your 
water quality



Open Discussion 
& Updates from 

Ambassadors
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