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How to ask a question

| I |

Type your Click the Type #2 to
question into “hand” icon at raise your
the chat. the top of your hand.
screen.
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Agenda

Welcome and Review of Agenda
Anita Singh, EGLE

Fix a Leak Week
Emily Posthumus, EGLE

Updates & Reminders
Emily Posthumus, EGLE

Backflow Prevention for Your Home
Ernie Sarkipato, EGLE

Ambassador Updates & Discussion
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Fix a Leak Week

Emily Posthumus, EGLE
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Fix a Leak Week

e March 14 - 20

* Mon: Get the word out by sharing on social media
(#FixALeak Week, #MIFixALeak)

* Tues: Why leaks matter (save water, save energy, save
money)

* Wed: Challenge residents to find and fix leaks within
their home (#IFixLeaks)

* Thurs: Spotlight on energy utility efficiency programs
* Fri: Other ways to get involved
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Updates &
Reminders

Emily Posthumus, EGLE
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Upcoming Opportunities

* Public meetings on Environmental Justice
Considerations Related to Drinking Water
Regulation for PFAS. Registration is required

* March 2 from 1—-4pm
* April 5from5—-8 pm

 Job opportunities in Benton Harbor (March 2022 —
April 2023) for lead pipeline replacement project.
No experience necessary, BH residents encouraged

to apply.
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Reminders & Updates

* Progress on Filter First legislation

* EPA announces availability of $20 million under the
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation
(WIIN) Act in alignment with the Justice40 Initiative

* Upcoming CWA Meetings:
 March 31 — Demonstration of Mi EJ Tool (tentative)
* April 28 — Contamination Investigation Unit
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Backflow Protection
for Your Home

Ernie Sarkipato, P.E.
Distribution Engineering Specialist

Engineering Unit, EGLE
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Cross Connection Prevention is a Barrier




Multiple Barriers to Contamination

u



Why is this important?

What do | need to do, and who do | work with?

What is the benefit?

/




Backflow

Water systems are designed
to bring water to your home.

When things go wrong, the
system can flow backwards!




Known BF Incidents

* From 1981 to 1998, CDC
documented 57 waterborne
disease outbreaks related to
cross-connections, resulting in
9,734 illnesses.

* EPA research from 1970 to 2001
found 459 incidents resulting in
an estimated 12,0932 illnesses.
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Risk of Backflow

Rae-

e Residential customers are the
majority (80-95%)

 Most backflow incidents will be
short lived and undetected

* High risks do exist in homes

Residential Backflow is a significant




Risk of Backflow

Rae-

A Commerce City tamily has  Denver, CO  Friday, Residential http://denver.cbslocal.
been awarded nearly $1 mil- October 26, com,/2012/10/26/commerce-city- o AW W A M 1 4
lion in damages atter drinking 2012 family-awarded-nearly-lm-for-con-
water contaminated with raw taminated-water/
sewage.
e Page 1 of 3,

Bacteria known as coliform Malta, Idaho  Friday, Sep-  School http://minicassia-
was discovered in the school’s tember 28, voice.com/teatured/
drinking water after a routine 2012 bacteria-found-in-raft-river-schools/ 2 OO 5 - 2 0 1 2
sample testing.
A cross-connection between Cedar Hills, Monday, Residential /  http://www.abcd.com/con- P 8 2 O 4 Ocy
an irrigation system and the Utah September 17, Irrigation tent/news/top_stories/ (0]
culinary water system causes 2012 story/Tainted-water-made-
13 families to get sick, some Cedar-Hills-neighborhood-
with Giardia. sick/19kKOBikbOKnKCHGWSEcyQ.

cspx
Private contractor mistakenly  Lake Perry, Thursday, Residential http://www.perryvillenews.com/
hooked up an incorrect pipe to Miss. September 6, latest_news/article_b8cabe5a-fdb5-
another hook up. 2012 11el-ba2£-0019bb30f31a.html
As many as 80 residents got Boise, Idaho  Friday, Residential http://boisestatepublicradio.org/
sick over Memorial Day week- June 8, 2012 post/boise-residents-sickened-bad-
end, due to a nasty bacteria water-not-satistied-companys-re-
that got into the drinking sponse
water.
Andrea Mock reports a Columbia, SC Thursday, Residential / http://wwwwltx.com/video/default.
personal story of how her November 3, Irrigation aspx?bctid=1257392162001
tamily home’s water was 2011
contaminated.




Risks of Backflow

Rae-
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Roles

State Government

— EGLE

— Plumbing Division of LARA
* Local Water Utility

— Cross connection Inspector

Backflow Tester

* Resident




Legal Basis




Cross Connection Program — Water Supplier

Administration

Inspections

Methods for Prevention

Testing

Time Allowed to Comply

/

Record Keeping




Onsite Inspections

* Exterioris important

* Interior can be focused on basement




The Risk: Your Lawn
The Fix:

u‘



Reward

 Reduce the Risk

* |Increased prevention of
backflow

* Confidence in your
water quality




Open Discussion
& Updates from
Ambassadors




