
Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate

Clean Water
Ambassador Meeting

October 27, 2022

While you wait for the meeting to begin, please take a few minutes to 
fill out the Clean Water Ambassador survey 

(link is in the chat)



Agenda

EGLE Updates

Emily Posthumus, EGLE

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate

Ambassador Updates & Discussion

Wrap-Up & Reminders

Emily Posthumus, EGLE

EGLE Source Water Protection

Sara Pearson, EGLE



EGLE Updates
Emily Posthumus, EGLE

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate



EGLE Updates
• Filter First legislation passed 

the Senate (Bills 184 & 185), 
now in the House
• Direct schools and childcare 

centers to develop a drinking 
water safety plan, install 
filtered bottle-filling stations 
and faucets, etc.

• November 1st deadline for 
DWSRF and CWSRF Intent 
to Apply forms

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate



Source Water 
Protection

Sara Pearson, EGLE

Source Water Unit

517-420-3219 | pearsons@michigan.gov

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate



6

What is source water?

Lakes

Rivers

Groundwater
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Hydrologic Cycle
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Groundwater 
Myth #1

Groundwater is a large 
underground river or lake.
Reality: Groundwater is stored in 
small spaces between rock and 
soil particles.
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Groundwater 
Myth #2

Groundwater does not move or 
moves very fast.
Reality: Groundwater moves very 
slowly from a few inches to a few 
feet per day.



10

Groundwater 
Myth #3

There is a lot of groundwater.
Reality: Groundwater is about 
0.7% of all water on earth, and 
not all of that is good for or 
available for drinking water.
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It is all the same water.

Image source: USGS
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Where does my water come from?
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How do I find my Well Record?

Wellogic Home (state.mi.us)

https://www.egle.state.mi.us/wellogic/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fwellogic%2fdefault.aspx
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Water Well 
Viewer

• https://www.mcgi.state.mi.us
/waterwellviewer/

https://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/waterwellviewer/
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How do we protect source water?

Laws and Rules Programs & 
Partnerships

Scienc
e

Image source: Eco Education Service
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Regulations 

• Clean Water Act

• Safe Drinking Water Act

• Public Health Code

• Michigan Well Construction 
Code

• Environmental Remediation
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Programs & 
Partnerships 

• Source Water Protection Plans

• Grants to Community Water Supplies

• Promoting Stewardship

• “Forests to MI Faucet” – MDNR



18

Source 
Water 

Protection 
Plans

Groundwater sources = 
Wellhead Protection Plan

Surface Water sources = 
Surface Water Intake Protection 
Plans

Some public water supplies use a 
combination or groundwater and 
surface water.
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Is a plan 
required?

Plans are voluntary.

EGLE highly encourages community 
water supplies to develop, follow, 
and maintain the plans.

Plans must be renewed every 6 years 
to be considered current.
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

•Local Manager

•Water Superintendent

•Fire Department

•Health Department

•Planning Department

•Business and Industry

•Agriculture

•Education

•Environmental Organization

•General Public

Source Water Protect Team Members:

Identify Roles and Responsibilities

1
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

Determine wellhead protection 
area

2
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

Contaminant Source Inventory3
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

Wellhead Protection Area 
Management

4
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

Contingency Plan5
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

New Wells6
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Plans Have 
7 Required 
Elements

Public Education & Outreach7
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Examples of Public Participation

City of Grand Rapids

City of Kalamazoo

Independence Township

Great Lakes Water Authority
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Does My Community have a 
Source Water Protection Plan?

https://www.villageofmilford.org
/government/departments/dps/
wellhead_protection.php

Check your community’s 
website for information.

https://www.villageofmilford.org/government/departments/dps/wellhead_protection.php
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Forests to Mi 
Faucets
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Program

• Help municipal water utilities implement 
their source water protection plans.

• Inspire and empower landowners to 
manage and conserve their woodlands to 
protect drinking water.

• Plant 60,000 trees in riparian zones of 
urban and rural forests for water quality and 
reduced runoff.

• Educate people about connections 
between forests and their drinking water.

• The DNR will plant 750,000 trees on state 
forests to match USDA Forest Service 
investments.

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-
resources/forestry/management/foresttomifaucet

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/forestry/management/foresttomifaucet
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Comparison of 
Water Quality 
to Forest Cover

The project builds on 
the national Forests to 
Faucets 2.0 analysis 
identifying priority 
watersheds for 
protecting surface 
drinking water in the 
United States.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/ecosystemservices/FS_Efforts/forests2faucets.shtml
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Geology & Hydrogeology

• Water Cycle is key

• Geology

• Aquifers – quantity & quality

• Water budget

Image source: C&J Well 
Company
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What can I 
do to help 
protect my 

source 
water?

Signs Put Up Signs

Organize Organize a Storm Drain Stenciling Project

Presentation
Prepare a Presentation about Your Watershed for a School 
or Civic Organization

Join in Join in a Beach, Stream, or Wetland Cleanup

Dispose Dispose of Your Medications Properly

Maintain Properly Maintain Your Septic System

Think Think Twice about Lawn and Garden Chemicals

Use and 
Dispose

Use and Dispose of Harmful Materials Properly
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Where to learn more…

• https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-
health/topics/care-for-mi-drinking-water/mi-well

• https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/how-can-you-help-
protect-source-water

• https://protectyourwater.net/

• https://www.awwa.org/Resources-Tools/Resource-Topics/Source-
Water-Protection

• https://www.usgs.gov/mission-areas/water-
resources/science/drinking-water-and-source-water-research

• https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-
health/topics/care-for-mi-drinking-water/stepping-up

• https://miwaterstewardship.org/take-action/

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-health/topics/care-for-mi-drinking-water/mi-well
https://www.epa.gov/sourcewaterprotection/how-can-you-help-protect-source-water
https://protectyourwater.net/
https://www.awwa.org/Resources-Tools/Resource-Topics/Source-Water-Protection
https://www.usgs.gov/mission-areas/water-resources/science/drinking-water-and-source-water-research
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-health/topics/care-for-mi-drinking-water/stepping-up
https://miwaterstewardship.org/take-action/
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Water is the ultimate 
example of recycling, 
let’s do our best to 
protect it.
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/egle

Follow us at:  Michigan.gov/egleConnect

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fegle%2F0%2C9429%2C7-135-3306-388510--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CFeuersteinH%40michigan.gov%7C1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp%2FcdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0


Open Discussion 
& Updates from 

Ambassadors

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate



Wrap Up & 
Reminders

Emily Posthumus, EGLE

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate



Reminders

• Fill out the Clean Water Ambassador survey!

• Next Clean Water Ambassador meetings:
• December – Opportunity to attend the Virtual PFAS 

Summit. More information to come

• January 26 – Environmental Education

Office of the Clean 

Water Public Advocate


