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DATE:  April 16, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Statewide Drinking Water Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendance: 
Jennifer Morse 
Syliva Orduño 
Wayne Jernberg 
Dan Coss 
Stuart Batterman 
 
Lisa Anderson (EGLE) 
Heather Brown (EGLE) 
 
Meeting began: 1:11pm 
 
The agenda will include: 

1. Approval of Agenda  

MOTION: Dan moved, seconded by Stuart, to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes from March 5, 2024  

MOTION: Sylvia moved, seconded by Jennifer, to approve the minutes. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. EGLE Update 

• Heather Brown (EGLE) provided an EGLE update, which included 

information regarding: lead and copper unit staffing, 1st 6 month 

monitoring period update, filter first legislation, Complete Distribution 

System Materials Inventory (CDSMI), Annual Service Line Replacement 

Report, and the Great Lakes Drinking Water Conference. 

• Sylvia asked if there could be more more updates with ALE communities 
(potentially update on the response effort). Wayne suggested a 6-month 
update on Get Ahead of Lead on filter distribution.  

• Sylvia asked is there a communication plan for Filter First on getting this 

information out to schools and how to communicate requirements to all 

schools.  

• Stuart asked is Filter First a priority of the council. Wayne mentioned that it 

is a good idea for water systems to work with their local schools (LCRI 

may have requirements for sampling at schools – but Filter First has 

similar requirements).  



 

 

• Wayne discussed struggles with access denial (CDSMI). Lisa mentioned 

that the LSR Specialist is working on strategies for working with locations 

that are struggling to gain access to determine material of service line. 

 

4. Newsletter 

• The draft newsletter was presented to the council and Wayne went 

through the sections of the newsletter.  

• Discussion on changes to include with this newsletter. Stuart suggested 

adding an infographic of one of the materials of the Know Your Water 

toolkit to that section. 

• Discussion on what to include with future newsletters and the timing of 

newsletters.  

i. Sylvia provided some ideas: graphics/images when appropriate; a 

“feature” of a local council; highlight local councils that are using the 

toolkit. 

ii. Stuart provided some ideas: lead service line replacement 

numbers; policy updates; upcoming events; science update with 

links to relevant articles; DHHS update. 

•  Dan mentioned that the newsletter looks very official. Lisa Anderson 

(ELGE) mentioned that we could potentially send it to our publications 

team if they have availability to make it look more like a newsletter. There 

was some discussion on the title of the newsletter and the timing (monthly 

vs quarterly). 

 

5. Council priorities discussion 

• The council charge as written in the lead and copper regulations was 

displayed on the screen, and discussion occurred on each of the 5 

charges of the council. Wayne led the discussion and went through each 

charge, and examples of activities/priorities for each charge were 

considered. 

• Below in italics is the language for each charge as written in the 

regulations. The notes under each charge is the discussion that occurred 

amongst council members. 

i. “Develop plans for continuing public awareness about lead in 

drinking water” 

o Key point of this is that it should be ongoing. 

ii. “In consultation with the department, the department of health and 

human services, or any other relevant state agency, generate 

public awareness campaign materials about lead to be distributed 

by water supplies.” 



 

 

o Public Awareness Campaign can refer to the Know Your 

Water Toolkit and keeping it current and generating new 

materials as necessary. 

iii. “Assist in promoting the transparency of data and documents 

related to lead in drinking water within the state.”   

o This could include transparency of local councils, information 

on sample results and the notification that goes along with 

sample results to residents (Heather Brown with EGLE 

mentioned this could be an opportunity for the council to 

review EGLE’s template consumer notice), availability of 

data (such as costs and schedules of service line 

replacement, dashboard, where to find a local council 

meeting). 

iv. “Advise and consult with the water supply advisory councils defined 

in R 325.10410(7) on the development of appropriate plans for 

remediation and public education to be implemented if the lead 

action level is exceeded. Develop appropriate recommendations for 

notifying the public and minimizing risk of lead exposure during 

construction activities in proximity to lead service lines.” 

o Potentially update SDWAC webpage to include information 

on availability of ALE specific material and to refer to 

EGLE/DHHS. Discussion on potentially developing materials 

regarding minimizing risk of lead exposure during 

construction activities and internal plumbing work, as this is 

something that the council hasn’t had much focus on in the 

past.  

v. “Provide advice, direction, and assistance on lead or other drinking 

quality issues as needed to individual water supplies and their 

advisory councils, as well as to water supplies that are not required 

to have advisory councils.” 

o This charge is slightly ambiguous in regards to the portion on 

“other drinking quality issues”. Peripheral issues around lead 

– corrosion control; other issues for local councils/water 

supplies without lead service lines such as stagnation, 

issues with internal plumbing; private well users. Upcoming 

meeting topic could focus on engaging and communicating 

with small community outreach. 

• Heather Brown (EGLE) then introduced a list of potential priorities of the 

council. The list was developed by consulting with council minutes from 

the previous year and some suggestions provided via email before the 



 

 

meeting from council members. Council priorities presented included the 

following: 

• Council members participated in an activity to help determine which 

priorities were favorites and then had a discussion on the results. Below 

the results of the priority ranking activity. 

i. #1 (8 Points): Presentations from local councils/water systems and 

systems without councils and build stronger relationships with local 

councils  

ii. #2 (5 Points each): Tie between Provide advice, direction and 

assistance on lead to water supplies that are not required to have 

advisory councils & Assist in promoting the transparency of data 

and documents related to lead in drinking water  

iii. #3 (3 Points each): Tie between Newsletter & Promotion of Know 

Your Water toolkit 

iv. #4 (2 Points): Recommendations to EGLE and DHHS 

v. #5 (1 Point): Council statement on universal testing rules 

 



 

 

 

• Additional priorities were discussed: recruit for vacant positions, 

succession planning of long-term members, work on connection with rural 

community. 

 

6. Other business 

• May 6th meeting canceled. Next scheduled meeting is June 12th.  

 

7. Public Comment 

• No public comment. 

 

8. Closing Remarks 

• Wayne Jernberg provided some closing remarks regarding recruiting 

vacant positions and suggested inviting interested people in joining in an 

upcoming SDWAC meeting and he thanked council members and EGLE 

for work on newsletter. 

 

9. Adjournment  

MOTION: Dan moved, seconded by Jennifer, to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Meeting ended: 3:19pm 


