
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Chair 

Currently in 2025, the Statewide Drinking Water Advisory Council (SDWAC) has been able to schedule 
and receive a couple of great presentations. The city of Grand Rapids presented in April, highlighting 
the work they are doing in removing lead service lines as well as distributing filters as part of a 
targeted educational campaign surrounding the risks of lead in water and in paint. The Water 
Research Foundation presented in March, providing valuable information regarding numerous 
completed and ongoing studies pertaining to lead. Please take time to visit their website at 
www.waterrf.org to view and possibly participate in the research work they are planning. 

As we move towards summer in the State of Michigan, many water systems are looking at beginning 
their lead and copper sampling. The new lead action level in Michigan is now 12 parts per billion (ppb). 
Water Systems should be on the lookout for potential exceedances in their sampling. With 
exceedances comes the requirements for additional communication and the risks associated with 
exposure to lead in drinking water. 

The Know Your Water toolkit webpage devoted to educational materials for lead in drinking water has 
been updated to include additional resources for water systems to utilize for educational purposes. 
Some recently uploaded resources in the toolkit include several videos of varying lengths that can be 
used for your water system’s website or social media. There are also some translated documents in 
Spanish and Arabic including posters, flyers, and other educational messaging. If you have thoughts 
or suggestions for developing new documents, please share them with the SDWAC. 

The SDWAC is looking forward to a presentation from the Ypsilanti Community Water Authority in 
June. If your water system or local water system advisory council would like to present on its lead 
outreach programs at an upcoming SDWAC meeting, please reach out to 
EGLE-DWEHD-DWCouncil@Michigan.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 

Wayne Jernberg, PE 
SDWAC Community Water Supply Representative and Chair 

MAY 2025 

http://www.waterrf.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/KnowYourWater
mailto:EGLE%1EDWEHD%1EDWCouncil@Michigan.gov


Council Update 

In the previous months, the SDWAC met in person for regular meetings on February 13, 2025, and 
April 22, 2025, and had a work group session on March 3, 2025. 
 
These meetings included agenda items and discussion on reviewing the Know Your Water toolkit, 
working on the council newsletter, and presentations from The Water Research Foundation and the 
city of Grand Rapids water system. At the March 3, 2025 work session, The Water Research 
Foundation provided a presentation on lead and copper specific studies they have been conducting 
recently, and gave an update for ongoing and upcoming studies that water systems in Michigan may 
be interested in getting involved in. At the April 22, 2025 meeting, the city of Grand Rapids provided a 
presentation on the aspects of the water system and their lead service line replacement program. 
 
The SDWAC has two new members as of 2025 – Kaitlyn DeFouw and Dashuna Robinson. Kaitlyn 
DeFouw filled the Public Health Educator position and works for the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services. Kaitlyn is the public health drinking water program coordinator in the 
Environmental Health Bureau. Dashuna Robinson is joining the council in a Member of Public at Large 
position. Dashuna was involved in the water response efforts and coordinated the bottled water 
distribution program in Benton Harbor. Dashuna currently works as the Assistant Deputy Director of 
the Benton Harbor Housing Commission, among other roles. Welcome Kaitlyn and Dashuna! 

An Update on Lead Levels in Michigan Children 

Article by Stuart Batterman, Ph.D. (SDWAC professor of public health representative) 
 
Most lead programs like the Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) and Lead and Copper Rule Revisions 
(LCRR) are aimed at preventing lead exposure among children, who are especially susceptible to lead 
due to neurological developmental toxicity. This update looks at our progress in reducing lead levels in 
Michigan children, drawing on data from Michigan’s MI Lead Safe website. The data comes from 
https://mitracking.state.mi.us/?bookmark=11. 
 
Figure 1 shows the trend of elevated blood lead levels in Michigan children. Some good news – levels 
of children with elevated blood-lead levels have fallen from about 5% in 2010 to just over 2% in 2020, 
as shown by the blue line, which uses the current blood lead reference value, 3.5µg/dL from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website 
(www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about/index.html). 
 
This decrease cannot be attributed to any specific action but eliminating exposure to leaded paint dust 
and controlling lead in drinking water contributes to the downward trend. However, the statistics 
haven’t changed much from 2020 to 2023, the most recent full year available. This plateau is 
concerning as it represents over 2,000 children with elevated blood lead levels in Michigan. It may 
represent, to an extent, the adoption of common mitigation measures and the need to target 
progressively smaller sources of lead exposure for elimination as lead levels decline.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe/data-reports
https://mitracking.state.mi.us/?bookmark=11
http://www.cdc.gov/lead%1eprevention/about/index.html


 

The maps in Figure 2 show county-level percentages of elevated blood lead levels in 2010 and 2023. 
Since 2010, levels have fallen in most countries across the state. Counties with levels higher than the 
statewide average include St. Joseph, Branch, Hillsdale, Calhoun, Lenawee, Ingham, Berrien, and 
Wayne (based on 2021 data and the percentage of children exceeding 5 µg/dL). These percentages 
are associated with a number of factors including differences in the age of the housing stock, condition 
of plumbing and infrastructure, race, segregation, and community disinvestment. The situations and 
trends depend on the county and city, but children with elevated blood lead levels live across the 
state. 
 
In summary, while the number of children with elevated blood lead levels has decreased over the past 
decade, no level of lead in the blood is safe, and more work is needed to eliminate lead exposure in 
Michigan.   

 

Figure 1. Percentage of children with venous elevated blood lead levels (EBLL) in Michigan from 
2010 to 2023. Based on nearly 137,000 children each year providing venous blood samples. 
Venous blood sampling is more accurate than capillary blood sampling. The blue line is an older 
blood reference value, used prior to 2022. The percentage EBLL means the number of children 
with venous elevated results divided by the number of children tested.  This is for children up to 6 
years of age. 

 

Figure 2. Percentage of children tested with elevated blood 
lead levels by county in Michigan in 2010 and 2023. 



Reminders and Upcoming State Lead and Copper Deadlines 

Please note that all Lead Service Line Replacement programs should have begun in January 2021. 
Water supplies with lead service lines or galvanized previously connected to lead service lines are 
required to submit an Annual Service Line Replacement Report to the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) by March 31 every year. Sampling plans should be 
updated accordingly as lead service lines are replaced in the water system. 

Current round of semi-annual sampling 
January 1-June 30, 2025 

 
Next round of annual/tri-annual sampling 

June 1-September 30, 2025 
 

Next round of semi-annual sampling 
July 1-December 31, 2025 

 
Lead action level decreased from 15 ppb to 12 ppb 

January 1, 2025 
 

2025 Annual Lead Service Line Replacement Report due to EGLE 
March 31, 2026 

Visit the Mi Lead Safe website to find water supply lead results as well as other information. 

 

Questions and Feedback for the SDWAC 

The SDWAC can be reached through the email address: EGLE-DWEHD-DWCouncil@michigan.gov. 

Updated information about the SDWAC can be found at the following websites: 

Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe 

Michigan.gov/LCR 

Upcoming SDWAC Meetings 

All the SDWAC meetings are open to the public. Future meeting dates of the SDWAC are 
published on EGLE’s SDWAC website. 

The next meeting of the SDWAC is scheduled for June 24, 2025, beginning at 1:00pm. The 
meeting will be held in person at the State of Michigan Deborah A. Stabenow Building, 525 West 
Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48933, as well as broadcasting via MS Teams. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mileadsafe
mailto:EGLE-DWEHD-DWCouncil@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe
http://www.michigan.gov/lcr
http://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/groups/statewide-drinking-water-advisory-council

