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A Message from the Chair

As the Statewide Drinking Water Advisory Council (SDWAC) reaches the end of the calendar

year 2024, we are entering a new era when it comes to lead in drinking water. Back in 2018, the State
of Michigan established January 1, 2025, as the date that the Action Level for lead in drinking water
will be reduced to 12 parts per billion (ppb). Many community water supplies have been planning for
this change and proactively replacing lead service lines to properties that test above the 12 ppb during
their testing cycle. Some communities have taken it a step further and set lower testing levels during
their cycle as their trigger for replacing lead service lines. Setting the lower testing level can create a
buffer for a community between the action level and their 90" percentile level, potentially keeping them
from having a system wide Action Level Exceedance (ALE). More importantly, it allows the community
to communicate the important message to their customers that they are replacing service lines that
may test high but not quite at the action level.

The SDWAC is always looking for community water supplies that would like to share their lead
programs with us. Whether you have a local council or not, please consider volunteering to share what
your community is doing to replace lead service lines, to educate the public about lead or even to
promote drinking water quality. The SDWAC typically looks for a quarterly presentation at our council
meetings and if you are interested, please reach out to EGLE-DWEHD-DWCouncil@Michigan.gov.
These presentations are a great opportunity to share what has worked for you and discuss what
resources you may need to further your program.

Sincerely,

(0 ) A~

Wayne Jernberg, PE
SDWAC Community Water Supply Representative and Chair
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50™ Anniversary of the Safe Drinking Water Act

December 16, 2024, marked the 50" anniversary of the Safe Drinking Water Act. This legislation has
been the framework for all legislation that looks to protect our natural resources as well as our public
health. A proclamation was put together by the Michigan Section of the American Water Works
Association for local governments to use if interested, please visit the following link to see the
proclamation: https://www.mi-water.org/safe-drinking-water-act.

Council Update

The Statewide Drinking Water Advisory Council (SDWAC) met in %gu&;ip
person for a regular meeting on October 29, 2024, and had work COLD BEFORE
sessions on November 19 and December 11, 2024. During the DRINKINC!
October meeting, there was a presentation from the Lansing Board .

of Water and Light (Lansing BWL) which focused on current outreach TOMMY

TAP WATER

and education. Since there are no lead service lines in the water
system anymore, public education focuses on what residents can do
to improve water quality in their homes. The Lansing BWL also
presented on their Tommy Tap Water’s Drinking Water Flushing
Program. This program has benefited from grant funding through
SDWAC’s mini grant program.

The work sessions in November and December included discussions
on the following topics: outreach and upcoming presentations, survey
to local councils, and 2025 priorities.

Lead and Universal Testing Laws

Feature article by Jennifer Morse, MD, MPH, FAAFP (SDWAC medical professional representative)

Lead in drinking water can be a source of exposure, causing elevated lead in the body. There is no
safe amount of lead for people, and by the time an elevated blood lead is detected, harm may have
already been done. Chronic low-level lead poisoning is a risk for cardiovascular disease, chronic
kidney failure, and hypertension. In pregnant women, it is a risk factor for preterm birth. Lead exposure
in children is associated with learning disabilities, decreased intelligence, and behavioral problems,
specifically attention deficit—hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and antisocial behaviors. Preventing lead
exposure from occurring is the goal, and this involves removing lead from the environment.

In October 2023, two laws were passed in Michigan, Public Act 146 of 2023 and Public Act 145 of
2023, requiring physicians to test, or order a test, for lead in the blood of children at age 1 year and 2
years of age, and if for some reason a child did not get testing when younger, they are to be tested
between 2 years and 6 years of age. Before the laws can go into effect, the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services must establish administrative rules which are expected to be finished
early 2025. The rules must identify areas in the state that are at higher risk for childhood lead
poisoning and children living in these areas must have additional lead testing at the age of 4 years.
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The rules must also define factors that identify children at higher risk for lead poisoning, such as living
in a home where other children have been diagnosed with lead poisoning or in a home that was built
before 1978 and define at what intervals these children should be receiving any additional tests.

Universal testing plans reduce the chance that at-risk children are missed and, by screening all
children, helps to provide the true picture of elevated blood lead levels in the state. It also makes the
testing plan easier to communicate and implement for both families and the providers. Finding and
addressing lead exposure early in a child’s life has the potential to prevent more serious harm that
could cause higher costs overall. One state with a universal testing program estimated that reducing
all elevated blood lead levels in children aged one and two, identified through testing, would produce a
return on investment of $24 to $142 for each dollar, in addition to the societal benefits both for
children’s health and wellbeing, and for society.

Unfortunately, universal testing and the additional follow up is costly. More testing will be done and
billed to insurance. There will be more elevated levels discovered that will need follow up by public
health nursing case management and lead remediation teams will be needed to remove the sources
of lead. Additional funding and needed workforce were not accounted for in the new laws.

Did you know? You can explore blood lead and other lead data for Michigan by county and health
department at www.mi.gov/mitracking!

Reminders and Upcoming State Lead and Copper Deadlines

Please note that all Lead Service Line Replacement programs should have begun in January 2021.
Water supplies with lead service lines or galvanized previously connected to lead service lines are
required to submit an Annual Service Line Replacement Report to the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) by March 31 every year. Sampling plans should be
updated accordingly as lead service lines are replaced in the water system.

Current round of semi-annual sampling
July 1-December 31, 2024

Next round of annual/tri-annual sampling
June 1-September 30, 2025

Lead action level goes from 15 ppb to 12 ppb
January 1, 2025

Filter First Drinking Water Management Plans due to be completed
January 24, 2025

2024 Annual Lead Service Line Replacement Report due to EGLE
March 31, 2025

Visit the Mi Lead Safe website to find water supply lead results as well as other information.
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Upcoming SDWAC Meetings

All SDWAC meetings are open to the public. Future meeting dates of the SDWAC are published
on EGLE’s SDWAC website.

The calendar for the 2025 SDWAC meetings is in development and will be finalized early in the
year.

Questions and Feedback for the SDWAC

The SDWAC can be reached through the email address: EGLE-DWEHD-DWCouncil@michigan.gov.

Updated information about the SDWAC can be found at the following websites:

Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe

Michigan.qov/LCR
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