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SEMCO Energy Gas Company

• Natural gas utility 
serving approximately 
300,000 customers 
throughout Michigan

• 150 miles of 
transmission line

• 6,000 miles of 
distribution main
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SEMCO’s UP Footprint
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UP Customer Growth
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SEMCO’s Risk Modeling Process

• SEMCO’s ongoing risk model includes a service disruption 
component

• SEMCO continually reviews its system to limit potential
• When areas of concern are identified SEMCO analyzes its 

system to mitigate those concerns 
– Looping the gas system

– Back feeding the gas system
– Providing alternative supply sources

• This process occurs across SEMCO’s system and 
the MCP is a large example of a project identified 
by this process
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Marquette Connector 

• 42-mile pipeline linking the existing NNG pipeline with 
the Great Lakes Gas Transmission system also running 
through the U.P.

 Provides much needed additional source of natural gas to reliably             
meet the area’s energy demands

 Provides the increased capacity the region needs to grow



Marquette Connector Pipeline

7

TransCanada’s
Great Lakes Pipelines

Northern Natural Gas

Northern Natural Gas

SEMCO Proposed Pipeline

Great Lakes Pipelines

SEMCO Dist. Mains



• On SEMCO’s system
– In the UP, SEMCO’s system is 

a collection of City Gate 
Stations off of two interstate 
Pipelines

– If the disruption occurs on 
SEMCO’s system behind one 
of those City Gate Stations, 
the impact can be minimized

• MCP provides a direct 
connection to the 
Marquette area in addition 
to NNG

• On Northern Natural Gas 
(NNG)
– With MCP in operation later 

this year, SEMCO will be able 
to “back feed” NNG’s system 
to limit service disruption to 
many SEMCO customers 
across the UP

• On Great Lakes Gas 
transmission (GLGT)Pipeline
– GLGT includes two parallel 

pipelines
– In many,  but not all cases, 

SEMCO is connected to both 
pipelines reducing risk
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What would SEMCO do in an critical 
natural gas situation



• Customer Attachment Program
– Tool to evaluate customer expansion 

opportunities 
– Ensures that customers added to the system pay 

for themselves 

• MPSC approved 
• Tool that is used by most natural gas utilities 

to expand service
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Natural Gas Facility Expansion
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CAP Model
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Questions
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