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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 
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Water Asset Management Council Meeting 

Constitution Hall, Atrium, Lee-Walker Conference Room 
Thursday, October 28, 2021 

9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Minutes 
 

I. Call to Order 
Cameron Van Wyngarden, Vice Chair – meeting called to order at 9:31 AM.   
 

II. Attendance 
Roll Call –Beth Lounds 

Sue McCormick, Chair, Virtual 
Cameron Van Wyngarden, Vice-Chair, Michigan Townships Assoc., in person 
Carrie Cox, Water Infrastructure, Oakland, in-person 
Jane Fitzpatrick, EMCOG, in-person 
Aaron Keatley, not present 
Scott Noesen, Michigan Association of Counties, Midland, in person 
Evan Pratt, MI Assoc. of Drain Commissioners, Washtenaw, in person 
Randy Scott, in-person 
Tim Zebell, MIC appointee, in person 

 
Support Staff Present: 
Beth Lounds – EGLE, in person 
Amber Hicks – MIC, not present 
 

III. Approval of September Meeting Minutes 
WAMC Members 
Scott moved to approve the September meeting minutes; Randy supported.  
Minutes were unanimously approved.   

 
IV. Approval of Agenda 

WAMC Members 
Evan moved to approve the October agenda; supported by Randy.  Meeting 
agenda unanimously approved. 

 
V. Public Comment 

Brendon Wong introduced himself but had no public comment.  Informed he was 
attending to listen to the meeting. 
 
 

 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

LIESL EICHLER CLARK 
 DIRECTOR 
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VI. Action Items from September 23rd meeting: 

a. Data in hand from AM plan submittals, sanitary surveys, and other 
that may be mined for WAMC Legislative requirements.  

i.  Was Aaron Keatley contacted?  Aaron had indicated that he would 
produce information that EGLE already has, and the Council would 
like to see that data.  Sue suggested to contact Aaron off-line to ask 
for the information. 

ii. Aaron had been contacted and was to have made a presentation to 
the group; unfortunately, he had a scheduling conflict and was not 
able to make the meeting.  Which means there will be no answer to 
item B (below).  It was voted to table this until November meeting. 

b. Was the data formatted?  The team will make the effort to format the 
mined data and define the best path forward.  This needs to be done 
before strategic planning.  Sue indicated for the data analysis it would be 
expected to use a single tool.  The group determined that it would be 
helpful to have the guidance in the same format as the surveys.  It 
appears that WAMC and EGLE have different mining needs.  For EGLE, 
mining data is not easily done.  Kelly indicated that EGLE had an intern 
working on the DW Pilot Grant program lessons learned but not SAW.  
SAW summaries are on the website and doesn’t look like what WAMC 
wants.   

c. Discussion on Survey Review – Monthly Reporting by Mark 
i. Did Mark send the link?  Mark Conradi will be collecting 

wastewater, nonpoint source, and stormwater information for as 
many Michigan facilities as possible for the 2022 Clean Watersheds 
Needs Survey required by the EPA.  This data will be publicly 
available once the survey has been completed and approved by the 
Office of Management and Budget.  WAMC would be able to look 
at and use this information moving forward.  Mark will send a link to 
the prior survey and its data and reports to the WAMC members 
prior to the next meeting.  
Mark responded that a link to the 2012 survey he sent out for 
review is what EGLE will be able to offer.  It will be available at the 
end of the 2021 survey.  2022 survey results will be done in June of 
2023.  Group will need to have a discussion over the next couple of 
months.   

 
VII.  FAQ for the WAMC Website – (reference the attached document) – Carrie Cox 

Carrie discussed what was received for answers on the FAQs.  She reported the 
more common questions – change of address was a more common issue.  
Emails are being answered as they come in.  (Last email received was dated 
10/13/2021).  Question was asked if there was a recording of Sue’s statement 
from the last meeting on as an answer to one of the questions; unfortunately, the 
last meeting was not recorded.  Mark had posted the survey questions to the 
website and sort of the built in FAQs to the questions.  WAMC mailbox has been 
quiet since this has been done.  Mark reminded the members that survey 
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monkey works differently – if you leave the survey before you complete it, you 
will need to start over.  It does not allow you to pick up where you left off.  It was 
determined to put something at the top of the survey and to add to the FAQ as 
well.  i.e., Do not start and stop this survey.   
Evan suggested that item #4 would be better moved to later in the FAQs.   
Jane asked if there is an estimate of a length of time it will take someone to fill 
out the survey.  Answer – it will vary as it depends on how prepared you are.  If 
you have reviewed the questions listed on the website, and you prepare you 
answers ahead of time, entry into the survey will go very quickly.  
 
(from Mark’s email dated 9/23/21 @ 11:13 AM) This link to the 2012 CWNS 
survey and its data I mentioned at the end of the meeting is: 
https://www.epa.gov/cwns/clean-watersheds-needs-survey-cwns-2012-report-
and-data 
 
With the 10-year hiatus this survey is attempting to include much more in the 
way of decentralized, NPS, and stormwater data along with making it much 
easier for smaller communities to participate. The data is presented in a manner 
that can be sorted and data mined at the end of the survey and its approval by 
OMB. The results can be used by Congress to set each State’s allotment of 
State Revolving Fund dollars, so it is in Michigan’s best interest to report as 
many existing needs as possible. The CWNS window for future needs is 20 
years (2022-2042). 
 
I can provide more data in the coming months if anyone is interested. I will be 
asking members of this group to help with their own systems and to get the word 
out through their contacts if willing. This survey is voluntary, and I appreciate 
any assistance you can provide. Hopefully it will be able to provide more federal 
dollars to Michigan communities and provide WAMC with more data on the state 
of WW and SW assets. 

 
 

VIII. MIC Update 
Sue McCormick 
There has been a large turnover in staff at the MIC and they are looking to fill 
these positions.  Nominations regarding WAMC members will come in early 
November.   

 
IX. Required EGLE Required Waiver – Drinking Water Contamination Grant – 

Mark Conradi – Mark mentioned that a local match waiver request was received 
on 10/27/2021.  Grant is regarding filters to be installed at a head start in 
Pellston. The local match to be waived is $544. Legislation requires WAMC to 
review local match wavier requests based on affordability criteria established by 
the WAMC. Pellston is a disadvantaged community based on SRF criteria.  
Motion was made by Evan and supported by Scott to waive the total amount of 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fcwns%2Fclean-watersheds-needs-survey-cwns-2012-report-and-data&data=04%7C01%7CLoundsE%40michigan.gov%7C15d0a9b8bcb04ab3874a08d97ea4abf8%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637680067983708507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HkNCn79yhqyx3jorgkaDpcrP1k9T436nmfarj1WsaWE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fcwns%2Fclean-watersheds-needs-survey-cwns-2012-report-and-data&data=04%7C01%7CLoundsE%40michigan.gov%7C15d0a9b8bcb04ab3874a08d97ea4abf8%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637680067983708507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HkNCn79yhqyx3jorgkaDpcrP1k9T436nmfarj1WsaWE%3D&reserved=0


Water Asset Management Council Meeting Agenda 
Page 2 
October 28, 2021 
 

$544.00.  Another request has been received requesting a waiver from a 
township, Kelly will forward when available.   

X. 2022 WAMC Meeting Schedule 
a. Does Thursdays still work for everyone?  Is there a better day?  

It was decided that the 4th Thursday needs to be the day for the meeting; 
but the preferred start time should be 10:45 AM.  (follow-up:  due to 
scheduling of the conference room, Beth was forced to schedule the 
WAMC meeting from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM – it could not go from 10:45 
AM to 12:45 PM.)   

 
XI. Closing Remarks 

Cameron Van Wyngarden, Vice Chair 
 
Randy – Recognized Sue McCormick for talking to the legislature and thanked 
her for her participation. 
Jane – Reported that she is currently swamped with grant applications.  
Reported the AARPA structure bill passed and funds for the City of Saginaw 
could total $76 million; small townships could total $998k. 
Carrie – Reported she is excited to see the results of the surveys.  She asked if 
there are any questions from local units.   
Mark Conradi reported surveys received:  8 wastewaters; 25 Drinking Water; 3 
Stormwater. 
Scott – Michigan Association of Counties have leverage on AARPA monies, the 
legislature is on board, and this would be a good place to start.   
 
Evan – Suggested an agenda item for next meeting:  Proposed – Strategic Plan 
Update, RFP – Consultant.   
Cameron – suggested as an agenda item would be to make a list of educational 
and other conferences – make a list of who should or who does attend.  Several 
were mentioned:  MAC Legislative Conference in Mark; Jane mentioned a 
conference in Crystal Mountain; WAF Conference in March.  
 

XII. Adjournment 
Cameron Van Wyngarden, Vice Chair 
 Meeting Adjourned at 11:32 AM 
 
Next Meeting:   

 November 18, 2021, In-person: Lee Walker Conference Room 
 9:30 AM-12:00 PM   Lansing, MI 48933  


