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  Kathryn Summers, Director, Senate Fiscal Agency 
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FROM: Amy Epkey, Senior Deputy Director 
 
DATE:  April 1, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Report on the Watershed Council Grant Program 
 
 
In accordance with Section 1013 of Article 4, Part 2, of 2020 PA 166; and Section 1013 
of Article 4, Part 2, of 2021 PA 87, attached is the Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy’s (EGLE) report on the Watershed Council Grant Program for fiscal 
years 2021 and 2022. 
 
If you need further information, please contact Robert Day, Supervisor, Nonpoint 
Source Unit, Surface Water Assessment Section, Water Resources Division, at  
517-512-3903 or DayR1@Michigan.gov; or you may contact me at 517-242-7407. 
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Six hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) for a Watershed Council Grant Program was included 
in appropriations for the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) in 
2020 PA 166 and again in 2021 PA 87. Staff from the Nonpoint Source Program in EGLE’s 
Water Resources Division completed the activities below in support of the Watershed Council 
Grant Program. 

2020 PA 166 Funding 

• Details of the solicitation and selection processes were included in the previous report 
submitted on June 3, 2021. 

• The following 18 recipients were awarded funding in 2021, and a contract for each was 
signed prior to September 15, 2021. 
 

Organization City Amount 
Expended 

as of 
12/31/2021 

River Raisin Watershed Council Adrian $39,984.00 $9,999.00 

Chippewa Luce Mackinac Conservation District Sault Ste. Marie $40,000.00 $17,322.43 

Isabella Conservation District Mount Pleasant $30,995.00 $0.00 

Great Lakes Water Authority Detroit $40,000.00 $0.00 

Muskegon River Watershed Assembly Big Rapids $40,000.00 $7,374.57 

Village of Onekama Onekama $40,000.00 $4,872.12 

Calvin University Grand Rapids $40,000.00 $3,318.42 

Friends of the Rouge Plymouth $39,808.00 $1,567.39 

Clinton River Watershed Council Rochester Hills $32,420.00 $1,626.86 

Genesee Conservation District Flint $31,500.00 $1,372.52 

Flint River Watershed Coalition Flint $21,150.00 $6,173.04 

Washtenaw County Water Resources Ann Arbor $40,000.00 $0.00 

Two Rivers Coalition Paw Paw $17,360.00 $0.00 

Huron Pines Resource Conservation and 
Development Council 

Gaylord $40,000.00 $10,150.97 

Superior Watershed Partnership Marquette $37,231.00 $516.75 

Little Traverse Lake Property Owner’s Association Cedar $14,602.00 $14,602.00 

Kalamazoo River Watershed Council Kalamazoo $15,000.00 $5,553.65 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council Holland $39,950.00 $28,747.30 

• The Little Traverse Lake Property Owner’s Association project (highlighted above) has 
been completed. The rest will complete grant-funded work within one year, with the bulk 
of activity occurring during the 2022 summer field season. 

• The projects have expended $113,197.02 or approximately 19 percent of the funding 
provided in 2020 PA 166 for activities occurring prior to January 1, 2022. 

2021 PA 87 Funding 

• A request for proposals was released on October 20, 2021. Notices were sent via email 
to past applicants for funding through the Water Resources Division’s grant programs, 
posted to three listservs (Michigan Association of Conservation District’s “319,” Sierra 
Club’s “enviro-mich,” and Great Lakes Commission’s “mich-rap”), and distributed via 
GovDelivery (Nonpoint Source, General Grant, and Environmental Justice lists). 
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• A webinar was held on October 28, 2021, to explain the 2022 Watershed Council Grant 
Program funding. EGLE’s Nonpoint Source Program staff explained this new  
State-funded program to support watershed councils and other organizations that work to 
protect or enhance water quality. Nonpoint Source Program staff discussed eligible 
applicants, the grant application schedule, program priorities, eligibility criteria, 
application requirements, tips for successful applications, and answered questions. The 
webinar was viewed live by 220 individuals, and a recording of the webinar was posted 
online. 

• EGLE received 54 applications requesting a total of $1,849,343.58. The applications 
were reviewed and ranked based on the evaluation criteria, funding priorities in the 
request for proposals, and EGLE priorities. 

• The following 20 recipients will receive funding in 2022. Contracts for each project will be 
signed prior to September 15, 2022, and projects will generally have a one-year timeline. 
 

Organization City Amount 

The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay Traverse City $39,974 

Charter Township of Ypsilanti Ypsilanti $19,372 

City of Kalamazoo Kalamazoo $29,500 

River Raisin Watershed Council Adrian $14,512 

Pine River Van Etten Lake Watershed Coalition Oscoda $12,917 

Mastodon Township Planning Commission Crystal Falls $7,720 

Village of Fife Lake and Fife Lake Township Fife Lake $40,000 

Iron County Watershed Coalition Iron River $40,000 

White River Watershed Partnership Hesperia $4,200 

Calvin University Grand Rapids $40,000 

Grass River Natural Area, Inc. Bellaire $20,494 

Friends of the Detroit River Taylor $39,996 

West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission Muskegon $39,998 

Kent Conservation District Grand Rapids $40,000 

Michigan Technological University Houghton $40,000 

Friends of the Shiawassee River Corunna $30,012 

Square One Education Network Southfield $21,305 

Flint River Watershed Coalition Flint $40,000 

Friends of the St. Clair River Port Huron $40,000 

City of Ferndale Ferndale $40,000 

 
 


